
Dear Jesus Road Saints, 

 

 Late in 1902 Geronimo attended a worship service held by a group of Dutch Reform 

Church missionaries at Ft. Sill, Oklahoma. The following quote given following the service is 

attributed to him “The Jesus Road is best and I would like my people to travel it….Now we begin 

to think the Christian white people love us!” It would not be until July 1, 1903 that Geronimo 

would ask to be baptized. During the intervening months, Geronimo would waver back and forth 

between Christianity and his native religion. It took a fall from a horse to convince him to once 

again attend worship during which he requested that the missionaries baptize him. After being 

baptized, Geronimo would teach bible studies and worship in the Dutch Reform Church. It was 

difficult, however, for Geronimo to uphold the tenets of his newfound faith. Prone to drinking and 

gambling, he was finally expelled from membership in the church. He would later be reconciled 

with the congregation and would return. Geronimo died in 1909, falling from a horse after a night 

of drinking. He died a few days later of pneumonia. He is buried in the apache cemetery at Ft. Sill. 

 Geronimo’s story is one of inspiration for all who struggle with their faith, especially those 

whose faith is new. It is also an affirmation of the constancy of God’s love and the love which 

comes from the followers of Christ. God did not give up on Geronimo. Also, God was willing to 

embrace him as a Christian following his confession of faith. In fact, God’s work through the Holy 

Spirit eventually bore fruit through the efforts of Christian missionaries and fellow Apache 

converts at Ft. Sill. Disciple making is not easy. Also, it is not a one and done endeavor. Ongoing 

missionizing is necessary to maintain the ties that bind. 

 In Ephesians 2:8-9 we read the following, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 

boast.”  We all need to remember these verses as we negotiate the perils of life. We may think that 

we are self-made people relying on our own works of faith to lead us to the promise land. If we 

succumb to that thinking, we begin to slowly sink in a quagmire of sin. Indeed, we become like 

the frog which dies in boiling water after the temperature is raised slowly. We come to wonder 

how we came to stray so far from God. Through the efforts of those doing God’s work, and the 

ever present Holy Spirit, we may find our way back to the Jesus Road.  

 Like Geronimo, we may be living a life devoid of any understanding that this is God’s 

world and that Jesus Christ was sent to save us from sin. Like Geronimo, we may come to faith 

and then drift away. It is comforting to know, however, that our God always stands facing us with 

arms wide open. Geronimo’s life is a testimony to that. His life proves that walking on the Jesus 

Road is difficult. His life also proves that once you stumble and fall off the pathway, you are not 

lost forever. A seed of faith planted in our hearts never dies completely. It may stop growing here 

and there, but with the healing waters of the faithful around us, once again the seed will continue 

to grow.  

 May you know that God is always with you amd never gives up on you. May you always 

open your hearts to the leading of the Holy Spirit so that you can be lead back to the Jesus Road.  

(Resource for this message found at www.leben.us/geronimo-study-grace.) 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 

 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/2-8.html

