
A Word from the Pastor 

 

Dear Spirit-led Saints, 

 

 I remember the struggle as if it were yesterday. I began having thoughts about entering the 

ministry in the early 1990’s. I was teaching at the University of South Carolina and would soon 

move to Lawton, Oklahoma to teach at Cameron University. I had had several people over the 

period of several years tell me that I should become a preacher. I would pass this off and not give 

it much thought. This changed however, in the early to mid- 2000’s when I began to research what 

was needed to enter full time ministry. Several incidents occurred over the period of a couple of 

years that culminated in my saying yes to the Lord in the Spring of 2004. It was then that I began 

the process of discernment required by the United Methodist Church to become a pastor. Soon I 

entered Perkins School of Theology at SMU and completed my Master of Divinity degree in the 

Spring of 2008. During my time as a divinity student, I took on the responsibility of serving as a 

Student Local Pastor for two churches in northeast Texas. Reflecting on this past process in my 

life has led me to contemplate change in our lives, more specifically change led by the Holy Spirit. 

 May 20th marks an important date in the history of the church universal. On that date in 

1521 at the Battle of Pamplona in the war between Spain and France,  Ignacio Loyola would be 

wounded by a cannonball resulting in a long and arduous convalescence involving repeated setting 

and breaking of his shattered right leg. This would leave him with a limp for the rest of his life and 

would end his career in the army. It was during his convalescence that Loyola would experience a 

conversion that would change his life and ultimately the life of the Catholic Church. According to 

Wikipedia we read the following: “While recovering from surgery, Ígnacio underwent a spiritual 

conversion and discerned a call to the religious life. His beloved sister-in-law, Magdalena de 

Araoz, in her wisdom chose to bring him texts to read which she knew would help him encounter 

the living God, while he was recuperating. Since the chivalric romances he enjoyed reading were 

not available to him in the castle, he came to read religious texts on the life of Jesus and on the 

lives of the saints.” Thus, we see two works here: evangelism on the part of his sister and the 

leading of the Holy Spirit. Also, had it not been for the events of battle, Loyola may have continued 

as a soldier until he retired. Instead, Loyola would become one of three founders of the Society of 

Jesus, the Jesuits, who would be instrumental in the propagation of the Gospel throughout the 

world.  

 When have everyday events or dramatic ones brought about major changes in the overall 

direction of your life’s journey? When have these changes in direction led to deep exposures to 

the presence of the Holy Spirit? When have you delved deeply into a new way of living or thinking, 

such that you felt a power within that could only be explained by the Lord’s calling on your life? 

I pray that the circumstances of life that result in an end of one journey will bring about the 

establishment of a new journey that will be defined by God’s mark upon your life which will be 

fueled by the Spirit, the Holy Spirit. 

  

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Dennis 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chivalric_romance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint

