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COMING IN MARCH 

 

           Tuesdays, March 2, 16 & 30 - Grief Support Group with Ann Akin in the parlor at 1:30 p.m. 

           Wednesdays, March 3, 17, 31 -- 1:00 p.m. – Pastor’s Devotional 

           Sunday, March 7 – Third Sunday in Lent/Imagine No Malaria Sunday  

           Sunday, March 14 – Fourth Sunday In Lent/UMCOR Sunday/Shared Ministries Sunday 

              Daylight Savings Time (move clocks forward one hour) 

            Sunday, March 21 –  Fifth Sunday In Lent 

   Church Council Meeting – Noon in the sanctuary 

            Sunday, March 28 – Palm Sunday 

 

 

 

March Birthdays – Jacob Faulks – March 12, Neil Guthrie - March 26  

March Anniversaries – Alberto & Rhonda Giussani – March 7

Christ United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 710 

Levelland, TX  79336 



Shared Ministries Sunday 
March 14, 2021 

 

Please plan to help in our effort to be 100% again in 

our Shared Ministries Offerings 

 

 

Blessing Boxes 
 

In the narthex is a box for contributions going to the 

blessing boxes that are now in Levelland. 

There are lists of items needed also in the narthex.  

 

Church Council Meeting 
Church Council will meet after the  

Worship Service at noon on March 14th. 

 

 

Pastor’s Online Devotionals 
 

Posted regularly  

on Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays each week. 

 

 

Online Worship Services 
 

Worship Services will be posted on our Facebook 

page and our webpage by 4 p.m. each Sunday. 

 

 

Daylight Saving Time 

 
March 14th starts Daylight Savings 

time.  

Don’t forget to move your clocks 

forward! 

 
 
 

A Word from the Pastor 
 

 

Dear Freezing Saints, 

 

 We have recently experienced record setting 

weather. We received snow which was not record setting, 

but instead endured below freezing temperatures. The 

frigid weather caused power outages that lasted several 

days resulting in many broken water pipes in homes 

causing a record amount of damage across the state. 

People were stranded without warmth, food, and lodging. 

Some died. We saw what extreme cold can do. 

 I want to ask you to reflect upon the hazards of 

the cold on March 9th. You see, on that date in 320 A. D., 

forty Roman soldiers who were followers of Christ were 

martyred when they were sentenced to death for refusing 

to disavow Christ. The sentence to die while standing on 

a frozen pond was carried out by Agricola the governor of 

the region around the town of Sebaste in what is today 

Turkey. 

 Agricola had tried bribery, flogging, 

imprisonment, and other tortures to try and persuade the 

men to make sacrifices to the Emperor who was regarded 

as a god by the Romans. The men refused all that Agricola 

threw at them. Finally, on March 9th, he came up with the 

idea of making them stand on the icy pond until they froze 

to death. Of course, he had tubs of warm water on the 

bank to tempt them to disavow Christ and give in to the 

command to worship the emperor. The men refused this 

offer to disavow Christ and stripped off their clothing and 

ran onto the icy pond. It was there that all forty died. 

Actually, one did relent and crawl toward a warm tub of 

water, but he died upon getting into the tub. One of the 

soldiers guarding the forty saw a vision of a crown over 

the martyrs and immediately stripped off his clothes and 

ran onto the ice where he died with the others. 

 You may think this is a weird story (dying by ice), 

until you reflect upon the recent stories from our own icy 

experiences in which people froze to death in their homes. 

The forty martyrs decided to keep their promise to follow 

the Lord at all costs, even death. Imagine the kind of death 

it was; standing naked on a frozen lake. The painful agony 

of the slow journey toward death must have been 

excruciating. Despite this, they held true to the vow of 

discipleship they had taken. They would follow Christ all 

the way. 

 During Lent, we are called to reflect upon our 

faith in Jesus and to do that which will shore up our belief 

in God and our faith in the gift of salvation. We are to pray 

and fast to be mindful of the sacrifice our Lord made for 

us. Indeed, we are to remember all of those who have gone 

before us who have sacrificed their lives for Jesus Christ. 

Would we abandon our faith in exchange for a warm bath 

if we were naked and cold? More contemporarily, would 

we stay true to our calling, regardless of the temptations 

which come before us? 
 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 

(reference: Dan Graves of the Christian History Institute) 

 


