
A Word from the Pastor 

 

Dear Out in the Cold Saints, 
 

 As we continue in the winter of 2020 – 2021, I pray that all of you are keeping warm. I also pray 

that memories of being stuck out in the cold with limited outerwear are far distant. All of us with a roof 

over our heads and ample winter clothing should thank God for our many blessings. Indeed, there are many 

opportunities for Christians to find ways to serve the Lord by helping to ensure that those who face a 

precarious winter will be taken care of. As we consider our circumstances and the plights of others, I also 

want to remind us of a different kind of winter which may face us all. 

 On January 6, 1850 Charles Spurgeon entered a 

 Primitive Methodist Church on Artillery Street, Newtown, Colchester  to get out of the cold. Spurgeon, 

who would become one of the world’s greatest preachers, was a fifteen-year-old young man who was 

nominal in his Congregationalist faith. Spurgeon would become known as the “Prince of Preachers.”  

 On that night, Spurgeon would listen to preaching on the text Isaiah 45:22 which reads as follows: 

Turn to me and be saved, all the ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other. He experienced 

a conversion and later would be baptized and then join the church. Following this he would go on to become 

a pastor of one of the largest Baptist churches in England and eventually a prominent worldwide religious 

leader and preacher. All because a young man who was ambivalent about his faith chose to come in out of 

the cold. 

 All of us are out in the cold this January, both literally and figuratively. We shiver as we look for 

the warm fire which beckons us to enter in. Our reluctance to accept the warm invitation may cause us to 

continue to wander in the cold, but the fire’s invitation remains. Choosing to come in out of the cold may 

lead to revelations concerning our relationship with God. We may feel that something has changed, that we 

are different. It may even lead us to accept the invitation found in Isaiah and recognize the reality of God 

Almighty. Most of all, we may find ourselves wrapped up in the wonder of wonders: a changed life 

propelled forward into a lifetime of supercharged service to the Lord. 

 As we begin a new year, I hope that we will look back on 2020 not with regrets, but with a resolve 

to pull out the best in others and in ourselves. I also pray that we will stoke the fires that will beckon 

strangers who are searching for warmth to come in out of the cold. I know that as we prepare to share the 

Gospel, the warmth of our hearts will provide a welcome place for seekers to find comfort. 

  May all of you have a blessed New Year filled with the promise of a fulfilled life promised by our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I pray that none will feel that they are out in the cold. 

 

 (References are taken from an article about Charles Spurgeon found in Wikipedia) 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colchester

