
A Word from the Pastor 
 

Dear Open-Air Nativity Saints, 

When I was in junior high school in Beeville, Texas during the late ‘50s, my family and I attended First 

Methodist Church. I was active in the MYF and served as president one year. One of my fondest memories was the 

live nativity which was presented by the church each year during the weeks leading up to Christmas. The entire 

front yard of the church was converted into a manger scene complete with wooden fence posts, a stable, straw, and 

farm animals provided by some of the members. It was amazing. Members of the church would dress in period 

costumes and take their places each night for a presentation of the birth of Christ. I was able to dress as a shepherd 

boy on one of the nights. Our church was the only one providing a live nativity scene, so it was quite an event in 

our community of 13,000. 

When I was a member of a small United Methodist Church in Eagle Pass, Texas during the mid ‘70s, Sue and 

I, as youth sponsors, organized a live nativity for one night. It was not as elaborate as the one of my youth, we had 

no live animals. My one memory of the event was the cold wind which decided to blow and play havoc with our 

costumes and displays. 

You may wonder if live nativities have always been a part of Christian culture. The answer is probably no. In 

all likelihood, the very first live nativity was offered by St. Francis of Assisi at Greccio, Italy on Christmas Eve of 

1223. A wealthy benefactor of St. Francis had built a hermitage for him and his followers. So thankful was Francis 

that he invited all of the surrounding countryside to come for Christmas. In one of the caves nearby, he constructed 

a manger and had a man and woman dress as Mary and Joseph. A wax doll served as the baby Jesus. He also had a 

cow and a donkey present. Everyone was thrilled. A sermon was preached, and several gave their lives to Christ 

that evening. 

As wonderful as live nativities are, I hope that all of you will picture in your own minds that wonderful night 

when our Savior was born. And I pray that your hearts will be filled with the wonder and amazement and joy of the 

Christ child basking in God’s eternal light. I hope that as you reflect on that scene, you will come to feel the presence 

of the Holy Spirit as it lifts you up to the heavenly heights that bring us to the joyful unity that is the brotherhood 

and sisterhood of all humanity. The sense of oneness will, I am confident, release your innermost being for self-

giving this Christmas season. 

In Luke 2:15-18 we read the following: 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let 

us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 

So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, an d the child lying in the manger. When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them 

in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 

had been told them. 

May we all be amazed this Christmas as we behold the One who will set us free for a life bound for eternity. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 

 


