
A Word from the Pastor 
 

 

Dear Glory Hallelujah Saints, 

 

The Battle Hymn of the Republic was written on November 19, 1861 by Julia Ward Howe after she and 

her husband Samuel Gridley Howe, the founder of Perkins School for the Blind, visited Washington D.C. and met 

Abraham Lincoln at the White House. It was suggested by her friend James Freeman Clarke that she write new 

words to John Brown’s Body, a new marching song composed at the beginning of the Civil War memorializing the 

death of the abolitionist John Brown. Julia Ward Howe’s work as a writer and leader in the women’s rights 

movement strengthened her for the task at hand.  Once the song was written and scored and published in February 

1862 in the Atlantic Monthly, it was sung at many meetings throughout the country. At first she wrote five verses 

but later added a sixth. 

 The scriptural inspiration for the song can be found in Isaiah 63 and Revelation 19. It was intended to link 

the judgement at the end of the age with the Civil War. Howe was also a noted pacifist and later wrote works such 

as the pacifist Mothers’ Day Proclamation. 

 In Isaiah 63:3-4 we read the words of God as relayed by the prophet: “…their juice spattered on my 

garments, and stained my robes. For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and the year of my redeeming work had 

come.” These words recounted the recalcitrance of God’s people and a call to righteousness. Indeed, God’s gracious 

deeds are recounted and a reminder of God’s patience with the Hebrew people is provided. 

 In Revelation 19:1-2 we read: “After this I heard what seemed to be the loud voice of a great multitude in 

heaven, saying, ‘Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power to our God, for his judgements are true and just;’” This 

vision of the heavenly host and the power of the Almighty remind the reader of the immense unfathomable glory 

and power of God which elicits from all of humanity a loud “hallelujah.” 

 Julia Ward Howe was indeed inspired to write something to remind people of God’s glory and power, but 

also to call them to a place in which they were to remember God’s patience and mercy during the wartime inability 

to reason together. This song may inspire a sense of righteous indignation on the part of a sword wielding people 

ready to smite all sinners, but that would miss the overall thrust of the song.  Remember “as he died to make men 

holy, let us die to make men free.” We, as Christians have a mission. And, that mission is to spread the Gospel that 

Jesus Christ is Lord and we have been set free to live as one in the Glory of God. 

 I pray that on November 19th, you will reflect on Julia Ward Howe’s song and compose your own songs in 

your hearts that call forth our persistence in the faith and our willingness to stand for justice and peace. God’s people 

desperately need your voices today. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 


