
A Word from the Pastor 
 

 

Dear Children of Wesley Saints, 

 Have you ever wondered about all the different churches in our community or the nation? Certainly, there are 

Presbyterians, Baptists, Churches of God, Assembly of God, United Pentecostal Church, Roman Catholic Church, Church 

of the Nazarene and in larger communities, various Orthodox churches. In our own community there are two United 

Methodist Churches. As Wesleyans, it may be interesting to note that Wesleyan theology runs throughout several churches 

in town who do not bear the name Methodist or Wesleyan. The various Holiness churches, Pentecostal churches, and our 

own United Methodist Church all have Methodist roots. I want to focus on one particular church, however, and that is the 

Church of the Nazarene. 

 The Church of the Nazarene was founded on October 6, 1895 by a Methodist Episcopal pastor, Phineas Bresee and 

his friend J. P. Widney in Los Angeles, California. There was a later merger with eastern holiness groups in 1907. Bressee 

had been a Methodist minister for thirty-seven years when he made the decision to leave the church and form a new group. 

His decision was finalized when his bishop objected to his emphasis on holiness. 

 The Holiness Movement had been going on for some time in methodism and was coming to a head in the latter half 

of the 19th century. Methodists such as Phoebe Palmer were primary leaders of the Holiness Movement. The basic 

disagreement between the proponents of mainline methodism and the holiness movement centered on sanctification. Those 

in the holiness movement believed that true methodism was based on an understanding that holiness of living came with 

entire sanctification or perfection; that is that one is made completely holy and without sin at the moment of justification or 

regeneration. Mainline methodism promotes the thinking that sanctification is progressive; that one moves on to perfection 

and can achieve it in this lifetime. This has always been a struggle within methodism. Many followers of the Holiness 

Movement left during the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. Some became disenchanted with the Holiness Movement and 

gravitated toward Pentecostalism which grew out of the Azusa Street revival in Los Angeles in 1908. An easy way to think 

about all of this and how these movements relate, is as follows: Methodism is the parent of the Holiness Movement and the 

grandparent of the Pentecostal Movement. This being said, there were a goodly number of Holiness Methodists who stayed 

in the mainline Methodist Episcopal Church and subsequently the United Methodist Church. Asbury Seminary that produces 

many United Methodist pastors was formed in the Holiness tradition and still is greatly influenced by it. Suffice it to say, 

Wesleyans have lived with this tension since the beginning. This may help somewhat to explain the current dissension 

within United Methodism. 

 As you drive about Levelland during October, I encourage you to drive by the Church of the Nazarene and reflect 

on our history as Wesleyan Christians. I would also encourage you to reflect on your own movement toward sanctification 

or holiness of living. Where are you in your journey? To help in that endeavor, I will leave you with the following verse 

from Ephesians 4:22-24: “You were taught to put away your former way of life, your old self, corrupt and deluded by its lusts, and 

to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to clothe yourselves with the new self, created according to the likeness of God in true 

righteousness and holiness. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 

 
 
 
 


