
A Word from the Pastor 

 

Dear Flag Waving Saints, 

 

 In Exodus 17:15 we read the following: “And Moses built an altar and called it, ‘The Lord is my banner.’” In 

Hebrew, the word for banner is nisi which comes from the word nes. The word means rallying point or a central point on 

which people were to place their hopes. Such was the case in Exodus following Joshua’s defeat of Amelek. Moses had an 

altar built to commemorate the event and named it Jehovah Nisi or Jehovah my banner. Banners are mentioned several other 

times in the Old Testament about their use for going into battle. 

 For Christians, banners are used for a variety of purposes, most importantly for marking the seasons of the Christian 

calendar. Banner can also refer to the word flag. The placement of flags in worship areas varies across the country. Some 

churches do not allow national flags to be placed in their worship areas. Some churches do. The United Methodist Church 

allows the placement of national flags in sanctuaries with variations according to local church rules.  In addition to the flag 

of the United States, the Christian flag is often placed in sanctuaries.  

 The Christian flag consists of a white field, blue canton and a red Latin cross in the center of the canton. The 

Christian flag was first conceived of on September 26, 1897 by Charles C. Overton at Brighton Chapel on Coney Island.  

He came up with the design as he spoke in place of a speaker who had failed to appear. He said the white would symbolize 

purity, innocence, and peace; the blue would represent faith, trust, and sincerity; and the red cross would be a reminder of 

our Savior’s sacrifice. The National Council of Churches adopted the flag on January 23, 1942. It had been unofficially 

used since 1907.  

 Proper placement of the flag in the sanctuary is as follows: If the flag is to be displayed with the U.S. Flag outside 

of the chancel area, it is to be placed on the right side of the congregation facing the altar; If it is placed in the chancel area, 

it is to be placed on the right side of the pulpit facing the congregation. All of this is to be done with proper regard of the 

position of our nation with respect to God. It is appropriate to fly the Christian flag above the U.S. flag on church grounds. 

 I pray that on September 26th, you will remember the origins of the Christian flag and note its composition. I also 

pray that you will heed Moses’ words “The Lord is my banner.”  Indeed, as we view the Christian flag and remind ourselves 

of Christ’s sacrifice for us all, we will be called out of our complacency and urged to rally behind this banner and remember 

that all of our hopes are placed upon God. 

 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis 


