
A Word from the Pastor 
Dear Saints On Fire, 

 On May 24th we will celebrate Pentecost Sunday which occurs 50 days after Easter and ten days after 

Ascension Day (Thursday May 14th). In Acts 2:1-31 we read that on that day the Holy Spirit descended on the 

disciples and other followers of Jesus: 

     1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And  

 suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and 

 it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire,  

appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were  

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 

gave them ability. 

 

Pentecost is regarded by many to be the Birthday of the Church. It was on this day that Jesus’ followers began the 

work of making disciples by speaking to all who were gathered in many different languages. It was also on this day 

that “something” happened within the collective souls of all of those who had gathered. 

 There are several things in the first four verses of Acts 2 that remind me of our call to “be the church”. 

Indeed, they remind us of what it means to “be the church”.  

1. “They were all together in one place…” Jesus followers were gathered together in one place. As 

members of a congregation, we gather together in one place. That gathering gives us a sense of common 

purpose and strength with which to carry forward the work of making disciples. When we fail to gather, 

we lose that sense of unity and the binding strength of the Holy Spirit. 

2. “There came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house…” When was the last 

time that you felt that in a worship service. Sometimes we may feel it individually, but there is 

something special when the “church” feels “the rush of a violent wind that fills the entire house.” All 

churches today are in need of this kind of experience. It is something that any one person, not even the 

pastor or lay leadership, can engineer or make happen. It is a gift that awaits us each and every day. 

The power of the Holy Spirit is ready to burst forth like a hurricane and generate a revived sense of 

enthusiastic discipleship among those who profess to be Christians. Therefore, if the Spirit is already 

there, perhaps we are too wrapped up in our windbreakers to experience its powerful force. 

3. “Divided tongues appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.” The fire of the Holy 

Spirit was evident with each of Jesus’ followers. One could see the Spirit at work in each of them. How 

can we empower Jesus’ followers today to show the light of the Holy Spirit?  When we say “Grace and 

Peace” to one another, are we reaching out in love and encouragement?  Are we exhibiting the tongues 

of flame on us to others and are we looking for their tongues of flame? If we are not ablaze, then we 

are but embers in need of being fanned. 

4. “All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 

them ability.” Communication is a key element in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. This verse demonstrates the power of the Holy Spirit to transform the 

church into a body of individuals able to communicate God’s message of love to all the world in 

languages that all can understand. The Holy Spirit empowers us to share the word of God with assurance 

and with clarity. 

 

(continued on next page) 

 

Do you long for worship services filled with excitement and enthusiasm? Do you want a church in which 

everyone seems to be on fire? Just remember the power of one little match and a huge pile of leaves. Let the fire of 

the Holy Spirit that is within you pour forth and light a fire that will become a mighty blaze that cannot be contained. 

Indeed, let the word begin to spread that a prairie fire has begun within the hearts of those who are part of Christ 

United Methodist Church. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Dennis  
 


