
A Word from the Pastor 
 

Dear Foolish Saints, 

 

 As we begin the month of April, some of us will gleefully play pranks on unsuspecting friends in 

recognition of April Fools Day. Some pranks have been rather elaborate and others are as simple of a child’s 

phone call to a local zoo asking the whereabouts of Guy Rilla or Albert Ross. The origins of April Fools 

day is shrouded in mystery and is open to many different theories.  

 One theory suggests that it dates to the 1500’s in Europe when the switch was made from the Julian 

Calendar to the Gregorian Calendar. Many people refused to celebrate the New Year on January 1 and 

continued to celebrate it on March 25th.  The reason for celebrating it during that time of year was its 

proximity to Easter. Those who refused to switch to January 1 were referred to as fools and were the subject 

of tricks and pranks.  In France, pranksters would slap people on the back and stick an image of a fish on 

their back. They would refer to those being tricked as an April Fish. April Fool cards would often have the 

image of a fish. In England pranks were only allowed in the morning hours of April 1.  

 As we think about the changing of the calendar and the refusal to do so by many persons, we can 

think about another change in human history which resulted in a similar response. The resurrection of our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, was an event many found difficult to accept. Jesus sent his disciples out into 

the world to share the good news of the coming of the Messiah and the salvation that was poured out for 

all. Of course, we know the history of the evangelization of our faith. Many have been martyred and many 

have been shunned by those who refuse to believe the story. Indeed, many Christians are regarded as fools 

for being willing to live sacrificially as Christ commanded us to live.  

 As you reflect on April Fools Day this year, I hope you will remember the story about those who 

refused to adhere to the new reality. Yes, they were holding to an old calendar, and yes one could argue 

that they wanted to continue to celebrate the beginning of the year at Easter time; but, a new beginning was 

placed before them and they chose to ignore it. I pray that each of you will not be foolish in your regard for 

the Lord’s commandment to love one another. I also pray that although others may brand you as foolish 

because you follow Jesus, you will continue to share your faith and proclaim the reality of the risen Christ. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Dennis 
 


