
A Word from the Pastor 

 

 

Dear New Year Saints, 

 

Well, 2014 has passed and 2015 is in its infancy. In years past, there have been those who 

predicted an end of the world or an end of the world as we know it with the coming of a new year. 

Prior to the year 2000, many predicted that the world’s infrastructure would collapse because of 

the inability of computer systems to account for the use of four digit years instead of two. In 2011, 

some referenced the Mayan calendar and noted that it stopped in 2012, indicating an end of the 

world or some drastic change. For Christians, this question about the end of days should not even 

be a bump in the road. We are told in Matthew 24:36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, 

neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.” We also find this in Mark 13:32. 

Despite these words, there are many, even among Christians, who try to predict the end of days. 

This leads to the question, what would you do if you knew when the world was going to end? What 

would you do if you knew precisely when Jesus would return?  

With the beginning of each year, people make resolutions to change their behavior and to 

live their lives differently. January 1st represents for many a beginning point, a place where we can 

press the reset button and make needed changes in our lifestyle. For Christians, too, the beginning 

of the year marks a time when we can reflect on the past and look forward to living into the 

Kingdom. So, what would we do if we knew when the world was going to end? Would we live 

our lives any differently? 

Each day is a gift from God. Each moment is an opportunity to show how in love with God 

we are and how much we want to give ourselves away to our neighbors. At the end of each day, 

hopefully we can look back and rejoice in the service to the Lord. This basic understanding that 

each day is given for us to glorify God is the cornerstone of the lifestyle of each Christian. 

Unfortunately, we become wrapped up in daily strife and distractions which lead us away from 

this basic understanding. We find ourselves thinking about “our time” and how we are going to 

spend “our day.” It is easy to see how someone could become concerned about the specifics of the 

last days. After all, when we are concerned about possessions and our own importance, we think 

about loss. That is why it will be more difficult for a rich person to enter the kingdom. The 

difficulty is related to our ties with possessions and position. We don’t want to lose what we have. 

Lest you think that I am bashing rich folks, remember that wealth is relative. By the world’s 

standards, almost every American is considered to be wealthy. Wealth is a state of mind. When 

we build our lives around things or systems, then we are linked to the material world and may find 

it difficult to let go. Can we let go? The point in scripture concerning the rich person relates to 

humanity’s unwillingness to give itself completely to God’s will. 

So, back to the original question: What would you do? Hopefully your response will be 

“the same thing I did yesterday and today.” If we are responding to God’s call on our lives, each 

day will be an example of joyous living and sharing of the Gospel with all.  

 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 
Pastor Dennis   


