
A Word from the Pastor 

 

Dear Healing Saints, 

 
 World Mosquito Day is  observed annually on August 20th. You may wonder why anyone would set aside a day to 

remember a pest which spoils our evenings outside in the summer. This day has been set aside by the London School of 

Hygiene and Tropical Medicine since 1930 to memorialize the day in 1897 when British doctor Sir Ronald Ross discovered 

the link between mosquitoes and the transmission of malaria. He also is credited with identifying the female Anopheles 

mosquito as the transmitter of the disease. For this discovery, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physiology and Medicine. 

 In 2008, the United Methodist Church joined a global effort to combat malaria worldwide.  The United Methodist 

Church is part of an approach which addresses measures centered around education, prevention and treatment in 

communities affected by malaria. Revitalization of health facilities and development of resources is also a goal of this 

initiative. 

 To date, through UMCOR’s Imagine No Malaria program, the following have been provided by the UMC: 

1.  Provided over 4 million life-saving bed nets 

2.  Renovated 61 facilities 

3.  Treated over 2.7 million people for malaria 

4.  Protected over 175,000 structures with    indoor residual spraying 

5. Trained thousands of community health  workers and volunteers. 

This program has also, in so many ways revitalized churches through unity of purpose and increased interest in global 

missions. 

 Here at Christ United Methodist Church we have supported the efforts of the United Methodist Church to eradicate 

malaria for several years. We designate the first Sunday of every month as Imagine No Malaria Sunday. Our church 

continues its commitment to participate in God’s call on our lives to be healers. In Luke 10:1, 9 we read the following: 

“After these things, the Lord commissioned seventy-two others and sent them on ahead in pairs to every city and place he 

was about to go. Heal the sick who are there and say to them God’s Kingdom has come upon you.” 

 We are a people who do not shirk our responsibility to reach out to those in need, especially those in need of healing. 

While we may not possess medical degrees or nursing degrees, we are able to join with other United Methodists around the 

world to heal and provide comfort all in the name of our Lord’s Kingdom-building call. I pray that on Thursday, August 

20th you will pause and focus on the reason for commemorating Mosquito Day. I hope you will then, through your prayers 

renew your commitment to join in the worldwide effort of our church to continue to support this mission.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Dennis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


