
A Word from the Pastor 
 

Dear Beams of Heaven Saints, 

 “I do not know how long ‘twill be, nor what the future holds for me, but this I know: if Jesus leads me, I shall get 

home some-day.” These words are the refrain from a hymn found in the United Methodist Hymnal. The refrain is part of 

the hymn “Beams of Heaven as I Go.” The words and music were written by Charles Albert Tindley in 1906. Charles 

Tindley was born in Maryland on July 7, 1851 to a mother who was free and a father who was a slave. Despite being 

freeborn, he was required to go work with slaves. After the Civil War, he married and moved to Philadelphia where he took 

a job carrying building materials for construction workers at Bainbridge Street Methodist Episcopal Church. While there he 

studied in his spare time through correspondence courses from Boston Theological Seminary to gain ordination as a 

Methodist minister. He eventually did this going on to achieve a doctorate in theology. 

 Tindley became the pastor at Bainbridge Street Methodist Episcopal church. During his time as pastor there, the 

congregation grew from 130 to 10,000. It is interesting to note that his church was a mixed race church in a time when this 

was rarely if ever seen. He and his family were poor, as the church did not have much money. He had worked as a laborer 

and sexton at Bainbridge church and eventually was appointed as pastor twenty-five years later. Through all of this his faith 

kept his family going. 

 Tindley was not only the pastor, he was the song leader. He wrote many favorite hymns and is known as the “Father 

of Gospel Music.”  The hymns of his in the United Methodist Hymnal are as follows: “Nothing Between”, “Stand By Me”, 

“Leave It There”, “Beams of Heaven as I Go”, and We’ll Understand It By and By.” 

 The words of Psalm 23 come through as we reflect on the third verse of “Beams of Heaven as I Go”: “Harder yet 

may be the fight; right may often yield to might; wickedness a while may reign; Satan’s cause may seem to gain. There is a 

God who rules above, with hand of power and heart of love; if I am right, he’ll fight my battle, I shall have peace some-

day.” What a great testimony of his faith. Indeed what a great message of hope for all of us. Maintaining our faith in times 

of trial is not easy. Many lose their faith in God and fall away into despair. As people of Christ, we know that God is with 

us as we struggle in this world. We also know that we are voices of hope for those who have lost hope and cannot regain 

their grasp of their faith. That is why we are here; to see to it that no one is lost. 

 I pray that on July 7th you will think of Charles Tindley, a giant of faith and a testimony of following through with 

one’s aspirations. You may want to open a United Methodist Hymnal and read the lyrics of his songs. Better yet, go to your 

phone and google his name and listen to the songs. I know you will be blessed.  

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 


