
 
A Word from the Pastor 

 

Dear Where Did the Time Go Saints, 

 If you are like me, time seems to get away from you. Thinking about celebrities, I often ask how old they are only 

to discover they have been dead twenty years. The other day while watching a mattress commercial telling me I should get 

a new one every 8 years, I asked Sue how old our mattress was. Shock only mildly describes my reaction. The passage of 

time seems to move more swiftly as we age. 

 Concerning the passage of time, I want to focus briefly on computers. Today’s computers would have seemed like 

science fiction in the recent past. How recent you ask? Ask the average person how long we have had smartphones or a 

laptop or any other computer device and you will get wildly varying responses. Once something becomes ever-present, it 

usually seems that it has been with us forever. That is not the case, however, with computers.  

 Not counting mechanical computation devices going back centuries, the world’s first electronic computer for sale 

to the public was the UNIVAC I introduced on June 14, 1951, a scant 69 years ago. Think about that! Remington Rand sold 

the UNIVAC I to the Census Bureau on that day. Other milestones in the life of computers commercially available to the 

public were: the first micro-computer for a desk in 1974; the first laptop in 1981; the first laptop under 15 pounds in 1986; 

the first smartphone was sold in 1994; cell phones were connected with 3G networks enabling access to the internet in 2000. 

 If you find yourself saying “no, that can’t be!”, then you are not alone. In a mere 69 years we have gone from a 

piece of equipment weighing thousands of pounds and filling and entire room to a device you can put in your shirt pocket 

which can give you access to the world. Imagine sixty-nine years ago or even twenty-one years ago being able to find 

answers to questions that would have required a trip to the library or possession of a portable computer. 

 Indeed, I am sure great claims were made about the future when each of the above-mentioned devices were 

introduced. As we look to the future and project what is to come, we would do well to pay heed to the following: 

Proverbs 27:1 – do not boast about tomorrow for you do not know what a day may bring. 

James 4:14 – Yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for 

a little time and then vanishes. 

 As Christians, we know who holds our future. We follow Christ toward a future only God can imagine. We may 

tout revolutionary attributes of each new device on the market, but we do not know what lies ahead. Can you predict the 

next sixty-nine years given what has happened in the last sixty-nine years? 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 

 


