
Dear Church-going Saints, 

 
Ekklésia is the Greek word for church. It is more accurately the word for assembly. Those of you 

who know Spanish, recognize the similarity to iglesia. As the Disciples began to spread the Gospel 

throughout the world, small gatherings of people sprung up all over the Middle East, then Europe, and 

eventually over many centuries throughout the world. The word “church” took on a meaning which 

went far beyond gathering or religious meeting. It soon became synonymous with peace and spiritual 

strength-building. 

So, what does it mean to be a church? A building with an open space large enough to 

accommodate a crowd? A steeple on top of the roof? Stained glass windows and beautiful paraments? 

All of these remind one of a church. Of course, in many Contemporary worship services, paraments 

cannot be seen, but drum-sets and screens can. Are any of these things necessary in order to have 

church. Matthew 18:20 tells us the following: “For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 

there among them.” What about a board nailed between two trees with a piece of sailcloth hanging 

over it? 
 On May 13th of 1607 the settlers of the Jamestown Colony in Virginia held their first prayer 

service with Communion. The colonists had set foot on land at Cape Henry in late April. They had 

erected a Cross and prayed on that site. Their first worship service with Holy Communion was held by 

Robert Hunt, an Anglican priest on May 13th under two trees with a sailcloth as a backdrop behind a 

makeshift altar. In time, the colonists would erect a church in the middle town. I think it is a testimony 

to the men and women of Jamestown that they did not wait until they had a building to worship 

together. I can tell you, having lived in that region for several years, that the rains come often and last 

a long time. I imagine that the colonists were not the most comfortable, given the attire more suitable 

for England. Faith and worshiping God were primary concerns of these settlers of the first permanent 

colony in the English colonies. 
What of us? To what extent is the worship of God primary in our lives. Is “church”, in the original 

Greek meaning of the word, important to us? What is church? Is it possible that two people who agree 

to pray, meditate, and read a specified scripture at the same time on the same day a church? Are those, 

who view a worship service recorded in a location other than a church sanctuary, a church? What about 

two people who join together via cell phone, are they a church? I hope you see where I am going with 

this. The church transcends brick and mortar. When our hearts and minds are in synchrony, we are an 

assembly of God’s people, a church! 

I pray that as we continue to stay at home and worship in unfamiliar ways, that we remember on 

May 13th those tired and weary colonists full of fear, hope, and trepidation who gathered to worship in 

a new land under two trees with a priest, a makeshift altar, and a piece of sailcloth for a backdrop. We 

too are gathered in a new land. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Dennis 
 


