
A Word from the Pastor 

 

Dear Fearless Saints, 

 
 On March 4, 1933, Franklin D. Roosevelt was sworn into office as President of the United States. The Great Depression 

had begun in October of 1929 and was extracting pain on the entirety of American culture. Roosevelt chose to address the 

paralysis which was in danger of becoming permanent and resulting in tearing our country apart. Please note that the following 

excerpt was early in his speech. His intention was to address the problem head on without any sugar coating. He also intended to 

strengthen the resolve of the country to forge ahead. The following is a portion of his inaugural address: 

 

 So, first of all let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself – nameless, unreasoning, 

unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance. In every dark hour of our national 

life a leadership of frankness and of vigor has met with that understanding and support of the people themselves 

which is essential to victory. And I am convinced that you will again give that support to leadership in these critical 

days. 

 

 This speech is considered one of the great speeches of our national experience. It let the people know that conditions 

which were causing financial distress in the country could be managed by a strength that was found in the unity of the American 

heart. People were afraid. They had let fear take control of their lives. Roosevelt reminded them of who they were. 

 For Christians, that same fear can debilitate and crush the human spirit. Faith can go out the door. It can seem as if God 

is no more and we are left to the whims of a Satanic world. For some, reliance upon prayer helps to relieve anxiety and light the 

way toward God. For others, the strength of numbers supplies this same solace.  

 In Revelation 1:17 we read: “Then he placed his right hand on me and said: Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last.” 

Indeed, the eternal Father has laid hands on us and is guiding us throughout our lives. We sometimes forget this and feel as 

though we are a ship without a rudder and are adrift out of sight of a safe harbor. Through prayer, however, we open ourselves 

to the workings of the Holy Spirt and begin to regain control of our thoughts and deeds. The power of the Holy Spirt rejuvenates 

our reluctant souls and gives us a sense of hope. Speeches such as FDR’s first inaugural address do much the same, however, 

knowledge of God’s eternal presence, once it is recognized, provides a greater sense of unyielding faith in the victorious future 

that is the Kingdom of God. 

 Yes, the only thing we have to fear is fear itself. But once we label it, and see it for what it is, our lives are changed 

forever and we are free to spread the love that is God’s grace to all those we meet. 

 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis  
 


