
Dear Linked Saints, 

On May 10th 1869 at Promontory Point, Utah the Union Pacific and Central Pacific railways were linked together. A golden 

spike was driven by the president of the Central Pacific to celebrate the moment. Indeed, he missed the spike on his first try.  

 

As we move through the Easter season, celebrating the Sundays of Easter, we are reminded of our “link” with our Lord 

through the presence of the Holy Spirit. In John 20:20-22 we read the following:  

     20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, 

he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  
 

In other places in the Gospels we read of Jesus saying that he would send the Holy Spirit. In Acts 2 on the Day of Pentecost 

the Holy Spirit appeared as tongues of fire on the heads of the disciples. Yes, we are linked with the Triune God through the 

presence of the Holy Spirit which has been poured out upon us. 

 

Like the president of the Central Pacific Railway, however, we too swing and miss the mark. Our hearts want to show joy 

and we try to do what we think will please the Lord. All too often though, we fail to go to the Lord in prayer and instead rely 

upon our own motivations. We ignore the leading of the Holy Spirit and we swing and miss. Thankfully, we understand that 

the Holy Spirit comforts us and gives us courage in the face of spiritual defeat and failure. We do not have to give up. We 

do not have to turn away from God. We do not have to resign ourselves to the hold that sin has on our lives because Jesus 

breathed on the disciples and they received the Holy Spirit. And, because of that we too are recipients of this same gift. We 

have been blessed to be a spirit-filled people who walk in the Way and go forth into the world carrying the cross and God’s 

healing word. 

I pray that during this season of Easter we will remember that we are not separated from God. We are linked to the Lord with 

a tie that binds our hearts. We move not on our own, but we are empowered to go forth clothing the naked, feeding the 

hungry, visiting the sick and those in prison. Yes, we are a breathed upon people. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 
 


