
Dear Reflecting Saints, 

 

The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting 

any to perish, but all to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9) 

 

Lent begins March 1st with Ash Wednesday. We will experience the imposition of ashes and begin to 

prepare ourselves for the death, resurrection, and ascension of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. This period of 

time is a time of repentance and reflection. We remind ourselves that we need God’s abiding presence to be able 

to stay the course, turn away from sin and remain faithful. 

 

 As we face sin in our lives, loneliness overcomes us and sends us on a purposeless journey that draws us 

ever inward to the self-gratification that drives our bent to sinning. Our sinful nature has been with us since Adam 

and Eve and leads us away from the realization that that tug of our conscience is the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

One might ask, why doesn’t the Lord get on with it and brush the sinners aside? The answer can be found in the 

scripture noted above. Our Lord is patient and because our sins were forgiven on Calvary, God wants none of us 

to perish. This is magnificent news. This, indeed, is the heart and soul of the Wesleyan way to salvation. Within 

this concept of salvation is our understanding of the doctrines of repentance, justification, regeneration, and 

sanctification. 

 

 God’s prevenient grace is composed of the presence of the Holy Spirit and God’s unmerited love for us 

as shown to us through Christ. Recognizing that one is filled with the Holy Spirit may lead to an epiphany which 

will bring one face to face with one’s sinful nature. 

 

Being ready for a new life requires a realization that one is being validated by God. Our understanding of 

justification is that we are vindicated when we renounce sin and turn our lives over to Christ. This sets us in 

motion to return to wholeness with God. 

 

 Occurring almost simultaneously sometimes is regeneration. A sense of being born anew may be present 

with the sense of justification. Jesus told Nicodemus that we must be born again. To be complete, to be wholly 

presentable before the Almighty, we must shed our sinful selves and take on new flesh. This cannot happen until 

we realize that we have been justified. It is here that we begin to know what it means to be saved. 

 

 God’s sanctifying grace envelops us with the goodness of the love of Jesus Christ shown to us at the 

Crucifixion. We cannot understand how we could be loved so dearly in spite of our sin. We are overwhelmed to 

the extent that the examples of God’s grace that are ever present before us become more easily recognized and 

claimed. We are indeed on our way to that perfect relationship with the Lord which has pushed sin aside. 

 

 We are ready indeed, to humble ourselves before the Lord and show love in the face of hate and provide 

hope in the face of despair. We are ready to respond to our thoughtful reflections on the life we are called to lead. 

 

 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis 


