
A Word from the Pastor 
Dear Easter Season Saints, 

 

 Having celebrated Easter on March 27th, we will spend time through April until May 1st in the 

season of Easter. It is a time for us to rejoice in the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We 

open our hearts during this time to the leading of the Holy Spirit. Throughout my life, the presence of the 

Holy Spirit has been a source of assurance and stability. As I have moved through various transitions, I 

have felt God leading and urging me to listen, to obey. My spiritual growth has not been steady over the 

years, but certainly has been ever active. At times, I have faltered and my spiritual life has become stagnant.  

My prayer life became almost non-existent and I rarely read scripture. During these dry times, I didn’t note 

my regression into a life focused on myself. Drifting along down a slow moving river is the best analogy 

that I can find to describe my life during those spiritual valleys.  

 Reflecting on my closeness to or separation from God is not done in a vacuum. I am not alone in 

my move toward perfection. Indeed, I am connected through our church with a vast array of witnesses, both 

clergy and lay. Also, the great witnesses of the faith found in so many writings and the guidance found in 

scripture help in supporting me in my development. I realize that I am ever growing.  We are living into the 

faith, not resting on our past.  Spiritual growth is dependent on so many resources. I am blessed to be able 

to rely on a few. 

 

Scripture 

 In addition to my reading of scripture in sermon preparation and bible study preparation, I rely 

upon scripture for centering and support. There are places in the Bible that warm my heart or stir my 

uneasiness. Each time I go to scripture, I find myself thinking about my current relationship with the Lord 

and where I need to be.  When the walls of life seem to be closing in, scripture reminds me that this is God’s 

world and I am a servant. Scripture supports my growth. Without it, I would starve. 

 

Prayer 

 I have learned over the years to call upon the triune God and to open my mind and heart for 

direction. Ultimately, the message that comes is the call to love God and neighbor. My prayers enable me 

to focus my life and plan my actions according to this basic understanding of our purpose. Each time I pray, 

especially in the times of trial, I feel the presence of the Holy Spirit calming my nerves and anxiety. 

Although my humanness tends to put a barrier between God’s presence and me, I am usually able to reflect 

afterward on the message God had for me. My faith often lags behind my zeal to live into my prayers. 

Praying continuously throughout the day is the best remedy for my lack of faith. I know that God hears my 

prayers.  Through the presence of our guide, the Holy Spirit, I am assured that something awesome will 

happen. It may not be what I want, but it will be evidence of the workings of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Spiritual Writings   

I have read various works of great theologians, past and present, to gain some grounding in my 

ability to talk about my beliefs. One is Experiences of God  by Jurgen Moltmann. Moltmann discusses 

anxiety and makes a very good point. He states the following: “psychologically there is something even 

more dangerous than anxiety about the future, and that is anxiety about anxiety, the fear of fear.” Moltmann 

says that Christian faith can overcome the destructive force of anxiety. The uncertainties of life and the 

uncertainty of uncertainty can lead us into a death spiral. Understanding that God is our ultimate source of 

strength can help us to pull out of the tailspin. This understanding does not come about all at once but 

develops over time with the aid of many resources. Moltmann’s ideas aid me in maintaining level flight. 

 Walter Bruggemann’s work, Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth is a collection of poems written by 

one of the great theologians of the faith. One of the poems in this work has given me reason to reflect a 

great deal. The poem is entitled A hard, deep call to obedience. The question that comes to me from this 

poem is this: Do I trust the promise enough to keep the call? Knowing that I am still growing spiritually 

and that my weakness will come through at times, I am thankful that I can turn to God’s Word in scripture, 

feel God’s presence in prayer, and hear the words of so many great witnesses to the faith.  I pray that your 

travel through the season of Easter will not only be a blessing to you, but will give you pause to think about 

your trust in the Lord. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis. 
 


