
Dear Doing Saints,  

 

In James 1:22-25 we read the following:  

 

But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers 

of the word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look 

at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look 

into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who 

act—they will be blessed in their doing.  

 

 The Letter of James reminds us that church membership involves action. Christians are to be in the 

world doing for the Lord, bringing others to Christ as we show God’s love to all. Indeed, the mission of the 

United Methodist Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. The Book 

of Discipline goes on to state that this mission is accomplished by “proclaiming the good news of God’s 

grace and by exemplifying Jesus’ command to love God and neighbor, thus seeking the fulfillment of God’s 

reign and realm in the world” (Book of Discipline, 93). Through the leadership of clergy and lay persons in 

local churches and the strength of the connectionalism of United Methodism, we are able to join together 

with each other across cultures and serve God by going into all the world and making disciples so that they 

in turn might go forth and show God’s love to others. We are about the business of helping to continue a 

perpetual motion begun by Christ. As James insists, and as our own mission statement proclaims, 

discipleship is not about being a spectator. Being in relationship with all of God’s children enables us to 

reach out and show Jesus to those in need.  

 The primary tasks of the Church are as follows: “the heart of Christian ministry is Christ’s ministry 

of outreaching love…All Christians are called through their baptism to this ministry of servanthood in the 

world to the glory of God and for human fulfillment” (Book of Discipline, 97). This church has responded 

to God’s call to hear the cry of the needy by providing a meal each week for those persons who can benefit 

from a hot meal. We have prepared flood buckets and health kits for those who have been devastated by 

hurricanes, fires and floods. We serve communion in the homes of those unable to attend worship service. 

Many members visit those who are in the hospital or recuperating in rehabilitation facilities. In addition 

these members offer their service through a variety of individual actions. All of these things serve as a 

testimony, both verbal and physical, to encourage other Christians to remember that we have been called 

to empty ourselves for the sake of a hurting world so that God might be glorified. Through the work of the 

Holy Spirit we are led to do wondrous actions. During the season of Lent and Easter, may we all reflect on 

our own call to minister unto all the world. 

 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Dennis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


