
Dear Cracker Jack Saints, 
The term cracker jack can mean wonderful, really great”. It can also be used jokingly as “I got her wedding ring 

in a box of cracker jacks.” The value of gifts seems to be in the perception.  The month of February led me to thinking 

about cracker jacks, the value of prizes, and the wonder of God’s creation. Hence, we embark on a discussion of a 

favorite ballpark treat. 

According to www.immigrantentrepreneurship.org, we read the following:  

The Rueckheim brothers, Frank and Louis, were not satisfied with selling popcorn and began to 

experiment with a new recipe, incorporating popcorn, peanuts, and molasses. This gooey confection debuted 

at the 1893 Columbian Exposition and later evolved into the product now known as Cracker Jack. The 

prototype sold at the 1893 Columbian Exposition was unnamed. The basic recipe was the only similarity; 

the stickiness of the molasses proved uninviting to consumers. The official company history does not 

mention the 1893 Columbian Exposition or that early version of Cracker Jack. The company itself referred 

to Cracker Jack as the “1896 Sensation,” ignoring the 1893 prototype. F.W. Rueckheim & Brother began 

promoting the product (an improved less sticky version) nationally in the spring of 1896. Four and a half 

tons of Cracker Jack was manufactured daily and shipped throughout the United States for this initial 

promotional campaign. It was not until 1912 that the company decided to put prizes in the candy. February 

19, 1913 marks the date when prizes were first inserted in Cracker Jack. 

As a child, I always looked forward to opening a box of Cracker Jack to see what kind of prize I would receive. 

Sometimes I was thrilled and excited about the prize. Other times I did not like the prize and threw it away. As I 

reflected on this memory, I began to think about God’s creation and the gifts that are before us each day. How do we 

perceive them? 

In 1 Timothy 4:4 we read the following: “For everything created by God is good and nothing is to be rejected, 

provided it is received with thanksgiving; for it is sanctified by God’s word and by prayer.” Paul was exhorting 

Timothy to combat those who were preaching the rejection of certain foods and marriage. How we receive and use 

God’s creation determines whether evil is present. A dog is a good creation of God. In the hands of a cruel master, the 

dog can seem to be evil incarnate. 

Our lives are gifts from God. Our salvation is a gift from God. Everything around us is a gift from God. Those 

things that seem not to be from God are to be redeemed by us. The evil dog should be removed from its master and 

rehabilitated. The criminal should be rehabilitated. Why? Because within each of us is the presence of the Holy Spirit 

trying to lead us onward to perfection. Our responsibility, as Christians, is to enable those around us to realize their 

spiritual potential and help them to come to the realization that they too are a creation of God and worthy of being 

saved.  

What do we do with the gifts we receive: complain, rejoice, long for something better? The rock on the ground 

is a creation of God. Do we feel lifted up by the wonder of God’s creation, or do we go on our way never noticing? 

Paul was right to tell Timothy to remind the congregation of God’s goodness. We, too, would be well to be reminded. 

Cracker Jack no longer puts a prize in their boxes. They do, however, provide a code with a web address where 

a game can be downloaded. If we would approach the world and each person in it as if there was a prize inside, God’s 

work of discipleship might more easily be accomplished. Each of us is a Cracker Jack box with a wonderful prize 

inside. That prize is the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis 

 

http://www.immigrantentrepreneurship.org/

