
Dear Steward Saints, 

From 2 Corinthians 9: 5-15 we read the following: 

“…. I thought it was necessary to encourage the brothers to go to you ahead of time and arrange in advance 

the generous gift you have already promised. I want it to be a real gift from you. I don't want you to feel 

like you are being forced to give anything. What I mean is this: the one who sows a small number of seeds 

will also reap a small crop, and the one who sows a generous amount of seeds will also reap a generous 

crop. Everyone should give whatever they have decided in their heart. They shouldn't give with hesitation 

or because of pressure. God loves a cheerful giver. God has the power to provide you with more than enough 

of every kind of grace. That way, you will have everything you need always and in everything to provide 

more than enough for every kind of good work. As it is written, he scattered everywhere; he gave to the 

needy; his righteousness remains forever. The one who supplies seed for planting and bread for eating will 

supply and multiply your seed and will increase your crop, which is righteousness. You will be made rich 

in every way so that you can be generous in every way. Such generosity produces thanksgiving to God 

through us. Your ministry of this service to God's people isn't only fully meeting their needs but it is also 

multiplying in many expressions of thanksgiving to God. They will give honor to God for your obedience 

to your confession of Christ's gospel. They will do this because this service provides evidence of your 

obedience, and because of your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone. They will also pray for 

you, and they will care deeply for you because of the outstanding grace that God has given to you. Thank 

God for his gift that words can't describe!” 

 

  We, as Christ UMC, set a budget last year to address our needs for 2018. At the time of this writing, 

we need over $1,630 each Sunday to meet our 2018 budget by the end of the year (as of October 15 we will 

need over $6,000 to reach our October goal). Now, not every line item of the budget is needed each week, 

but several of them are, in particular utilities and salaries. I am reminding each person of the church of our 

promise last year to maintain this budget so that we might continue to be able to do God’s work. This is 

true also of our Shared Ministry promises as well. We are very close to soon not being able to meet our 

budgetary promise. Currently it is very close. 

 As you know, the United Methodist Church encourages each member to tithe. A tithe is 10% of 

our income. I emphasize “encourage”, because the church does not require tithing. They ask each of us to 

promise a percentage each year and to live into that promise. They also ask us to try to advance toward 

10%. Sue and I made the decision to do this many years ago. We give 10% of our gross pre-tax income 

(including investment income) to the church. It was burdensome at first, but, through prayer it became a 

joy. 

 I pray that you will prayerfully consider the needs of your church as we all look to growing in 

God’s grace and bringing others to the Lord. 

 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


