
Dear Faith Strengthened Saints, 

October 2nd marks the date on which California Redwood National Park was established in 1968. 

Redwoods are the tallest of all trees with an average height of 300 feet and many growing to as high as 400 

feet. Many of these trees are over 2000 years old. Imagine standing next to a living organism which was 

alive when Christ walked the earth. 

According to Jaymi Heimbuch of Mother Nature Network, there are three species of redwoods: the 

tallest growing along the northern California and Oregon coastlines, the sequoia in the Sierra Nevada range, 

and the dawn redwoods in China. Heimbuch provides the following information about the physical 

attributes of the coastal redwoods. They have a shallow root system extending to only 6 to 12 feet below 

ground. They remain standing because the root system extends out over fifty feet and entangle themselves 

in grooves and crevasses. She further notes that redwoods are so large that they are home to a very large 

number of species creating a “wonderful and varied habitat for animal life.” Heimbuch goes on to tell us 

that redwoods are able to survive earthquakes and have adapted to many climate events over their lifespans. 

Coastal redwoods rely on thick fog for their moisture which may result in a problem for them as the extreme 

California droughts are having an impact on their survivability. They rely on fire to clear the forest. Mostly 

small brush fires help to clear the thick underbrush. We humans however are managing to prevent these 

fires which allow thicker underbrush to develop which in turns creates larger forest fires which have a 

detrimental effect on the trees’ ability to survive. 

As people of faith, we are like the giant redwood trees growing along the California coast. Our faith 

may seem shallow at times, but it reaches out to others in our faith communities to become entangled and 

strengthened to weather life’s earthquakes and fires.  Heimbuch notes that some redwoods maintain 

themselves in earthquakes by leaning on other trees for support. What an analogy for our Christian walks. 

We are called to love one another and to provide mutual sustenance for the journey through life’s travails. 

In Luke 13:18-19 we read the following: “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what should I 

compare it? It is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in the garden; it grew and became tree, 

and the birds of the air made nests in its branches.” Like the giant redwood tree that began as a tiny seedling 

more than 2000 years ago, we are filled with a faith of 2000 years that enables us to sustain ourselves for 

the journey and more than that, be a place of refuge and peace for so many of our fellow children of God. 

I pray for your faith, I pray for your ability to maintain your growth amid the changes which 

confront humankind each and every day. May you, like the redwood, live a long and faithful life 

interconnected with God’s Kingdom. 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


