
Dear Neighbor loving Saints, 

 

 Recent events in our country have led me to consider where we are as United Methodists in our 

willingness to associate with persons who are different from us. By different, I mean different skin color, 

race, religion, ethnicity, gender, social class, etc. You will have to determine your own definition of 

“associate”. I knew a person who once admitted that he invited a colleague in his workplace to attend church 

with him but did not even think about inviting the janitor that he spoke with every day. Why? With racial 

tensions as well as other tensions rising, I have thought much lately about where we are going and where 

we have been. Sixty-four years after Brown v. Board of Education we still see pictures of “public” schools 

with almost all white or all Hispanic or all black student bodies. Why? Do people still desire a world where 

everyone is the same? 

 As I prepared this message, I came across two events which were eerily related which occurred on 

September 15th twenty-eight years apart. One was the passing of the Nuremberg Laws by the Nazi party in 

1935 and the other was the bombing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama in 1963 by 

three members of the KKK. 

 The Nuremberg Laws were passed at the annual Nazi party rally held in Nuremberg on September 

15, 1935. These laws made it a criminal offense for Jews to marry or have sexual relations with Germans. 

Jews were defined, not by religion, but by race. Anyone who had three or four Jewish grandparents was 

considered Jewish. This meant that those persons, even some Catholic nuns and priests who had converted 

to Catholicism were considered to be Jews. The term “Racial Infamy” was the term used for violating this 

law. Subsequent to these laws, others were passed in October and November which prohibited people with 

hereditary conditions from marrying and restrictions on intermarriage with Germans by gypsies and blacks 

or their offspring. The laws even outlined whether someone was 100% German or 100% Jewish or ¾ or ½ 

and so on. Hitler did let up on the enforcement of these laws during the months before the 1936 Olympics 

so that they would not be removed from  

Germany. Once the Olympics were over, the wrath of the Nazi party came down on the Jewish people and 

those who did not fit within their racist policies. 

 On a Sunday morning twenty-eight years after the Nuremberg Laws were instituted, four little 

African-American girls were killed by an explosion caused by over ten sticks of dynamite planted under 

the porch of the 16th Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Alabama. Fourteen others were wounded. Over 

400 people were at the church at the time. It took 14 years for justice to prevail with the conviction of Ku 

Klux Klan member Robert Chambliss. Two others were convicted in 2001 and 2002. Lest one think that 

this was an isolated incident, fifty bombings had been directed against African-Americans since World War 

II. The author of the source for this information refers to Birmingham at the time of the church bombing as 

a “race crazed city”. 

 African-American pastors went into the streets after the bombing to ask their community to pray 

for those who had perpetrated the bombing. But, this was to no avail. People were filled with thoughts of 

anger and revenge.  

 What can we glean from these stories? Where are we in our willingness to rub shoulders with 

people who are vastly different from us? How do we prevent Nuremberg Laws? How do we stop hate 

groups from growing in our midst? One place to start is with the scripture lesson from the 16th Street Baptist 

Church on the morning of the bombing in 1963. The people inside had just finished hearing a lesson on 

Matthew 5:43-44. In these verses we read the following: “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love 

your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you.” The pastor of the church and other African-American pastors went into the street to preach this 

scripture in the face of the horrible hate poured out on them by demented members of a hate group and 

those who supported them. Their message went unheeded as hate overflowed hearts that day. But, we know 

that our Lord prevails. Love for our neighbors will prevail in spite of the hatred which has not been put 

asunder. 

 

Sources: www.christianity.com/church/church-history 

               and www.ushmm.org/outreach 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 

http://www.christianity.com/church/church-history
http://www.ushmm.org/outreach


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


