
Dear Inclusive Saints, 

The Church is a place where all of God’s children can feel accepted by one another. This 

means that those with whom we may disagree or even find to be hard to love, are welcome within 

the Church. God’s love knows no bounds. We acknowledge this each  Sunday when we state the 

Vision of Christ United Methodist Church. 

 A person who enters the doors of a church for the first time will hopefully experience a 

new joy. In order for that to occur, Christians will need to review their own lives and hold up all 

prejudicial thinking and all resistance to unconditional love to the light that is the Word of God. 

Within that light, God’s love will begin to remove barriers to total inclusion of those who seek to 

be one with the Lord.  

 One can use the analogy of a dinner party to address the question of inclusiveness. If  I 

plan a dinner and a menu and all at the table are satisfied, then it is a matter for great rejoicing. If 

however, someone new arrives who is not able to eat some of the food that is on the menu, then I 

must rework the menu. How must this make the new guest feel? They were an afterthought in 

my planning. Inclusiveness warrants consideration for the entire world. Some see the church 

house door as a barrier or a gate and the members are the gatekeepers. That is countered, however, 

by the reality that the church belongs to God and all of us are stewards of the church. We are all 

on a journey. We can call others to join in that journey and to participate in the outfitting of the 

excursion. 

 The United Methodist Church opens its doors to all. That means that barriers to 

participation, no matter the nature of that participation, are to be removed by laity and clergy. If I 

cannot hear the service or read the bulletin, then in love my brothers and sisters in Christ can find 

ways to ensure that I will have an opportunity to experience the joy of worshipping God.  

 Inclusiveness is a term that connotes a bringing together of individuals of different 

backgrounds. We are called to take into consideration all possibilities concerning the potential  

make-up of our church. Do we only consider those we see each Sunday, or do we prepare to 

welcome the stranger who may have needs very different from those in the pews each Sunday?  I 

have always used as a motto of sorts, “No afterthoughts.” By that, I mean, I should prepare a dinner 

party (church service, church activity, etc.)  so that no one will be an afterthought, no one will feel 

that they are an imposition and have caused me to make some adjustment at the last minute. They 

should be made to feel that I was expecting them all along. 

 Heaven will be wonderful. Imagine all of the people gathered around the throne of God. 

All walks of life are there. The great banquet table is ready for all. I am thankful that none will be 

an afterthought. 

 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


