
Dear Windblown Saints, 

 

 On April 12, 1934, a surface wind (other than a tornado, hurricane, or typhoon) of 231 mph was 

recorded on Mount Washington, New Hampshire. Wikipedia further tells us that this was the highest on 

earth until April 10, 1996 when a wind speed of 254 mph was recorded on Barrow Island off the coast of 

Australia. The Mount Washington record still stands for the northern and western hemispheres. Mount 

Washington, at 6,288 feet, is the highest peak in the northeastern United States. 

Those of us on the South Plains can relate to strong wind. Many people think we surely are the 

windiest part of Texas. In fact, however, the highest average wind speed (22.92 mph) in Texas is held by 

Coke County which is located on the Edwards Plateau. With an average wind speed of 15.91 mph, Hockley 

County ranks 132nd out of 254 counties. Lubbock County’s average speed is 15.87 which ranks 136th.  

Despite the highest surface winds ever recorded or our being accustomed to strong winds, we 

sometimes fail to notice another strong wind in our lives. The coming of the Holy Spirit has been described 

as a strong wind in scripture and may be described as the breath of God. The following from Acts 2:1-4 

provides a powerful description: 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 

heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 

they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 

of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as 

the Spirit gave them ability.” 

Indeed, a powerful force, like a strong wind, moved them to miraculously begin to spread the Good 

News to the rest of the world. 

When we feel the strong west Texas winds, I pray that we will be reminded of the Day of 

Pentecost and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The disciples experienced something extraordinary. 

They were with people from many different regions and were given the ability to speak to each person 

in their own language. The spread of the Gospel began there with people with little skill in world 

communication. This serves as a lesson for all of us, in that we too can perform great things for the 

Lord as we recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Notice that God did not do it. It was 

carried out by the disciples through the power of the Holy Spirit.   

During the season of Easter, we are called to resurrection living. By that I mean living in such a 

way that the indwelling of the Holy Spirit guides us to do mighty acts for God.   

A violent wind was recorded in the United States on April 12, 1934. So too was one on the Day 

of Pentecost. As we open ourselves to the presence of the Spirit, I know that powerful things will be 

done in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. May all of us show signs of being windblown 

by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 

 

 

 

 

 

 


