
Dear Prosperous Saints, 

 Why do we follow Christ? Do we come to the Lord expecting something tangible in return? Do we 

reason that if we believe, then our lives will be filled with wealth, health, physical comfort? Do we think 

that positive statements about our goals will translate into a life of spiritual well-being?  Do we go to church 

to find comfort for ourselves? Is our faith simply a formula for living well in the here and now? Are we 

seeking personal improvement in our current situations? If the answer to those questions is yes, then 

Prosperity Theology, more commonly known as the Prosperity Gospel may be for you.  
 The Prosperity Gospel movement goes back decades to the middle of the 20th century As television 

use increased during the latter half of the century, so did the number of televangelists who promoted this 

theology. Giving was promoted as a means of achieving financial success and health and well-being. 

Churches that were based on this theology soon began to swell in their membership and attendance. And, 

why wouldn’t they? People were searching for stability, calm, peace of mind, even comfort. The Prosperity 

Gospel promises that. 

 For those of us who do not lean in the direction of the Prosperity Gospel, there is a different 

pathway. That pathway is called the Gospel. 

 In Luke 14:27,33 we read the following: 

“Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple.”  And 

“So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your 

possessions.” 

 Jesus called upon those who would be his disciples to give themselves completely for his sake. 

When they argued about who would be the greatest, he reminded them that the first would be last and the 

last first. When they worried about things, he reminded them that God was with them regardless of 

circumstances. There was never a promise of health, wealth, and good fortune in return for discipleship. 

Indeed, discipleship was not about the disciple or the disciple’s well-being. To the contrary, discipleship is 

about Christ. Worshiping the Lord is not about coming to church to get a feel-good message, so WE can be 

comforted! It is about worshiping so that we will be able to carry the Good News out into the community 

in order to give ourselves away! 

 Do we long for prosperity? I imagine we do. But, whose prosperity are we longing for, ours, or the 

Kingdom of God? 

 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis  

 

 

 

 

 

 


