
Dear Waterproof Saints, 

December 29th marks the birthday of the Scottish chemist Charles Macintosh, born in 1766 in 

Glasgow and died July 25, 1843. Macintosh is best known for inventing a process for making 

waterproof clothing. His process used rubber dissolved in coal-tar naphtha. The coat known as a 

mackintosh was named for him. His initial product was flawed, in that tailors would puncture the 

cloth and allow rain to penetrate. Also, the oil in the wool would break down the rubber and it 

would become stiff in the winter and sticky in the summer. Finally, an improved product was 

introduced in 1839 when vulcanized rubber was developed.  

Followers of Christ have been exposed to a cleansing process called baptism which enables 

us to resist evil and to experience a wonderful opening of our hearts. Baptism can, in a sense, be 

likened to Macintosh’s waterproofing invention. It kept the wearer dry, except when tailoring flaws 

and the seasonal elements made it ineffective. So too, baptism gives one a sense of being enveloped 

with the love of God. This sense of wellbeing will often fade, however, as life gets in the way and 

our ineffective spiritual tailoring efforts fail to shield us from the forces which distract us from the 

Way. 

As we enter the Advent season and prepare our hearts for Christmas, let us reflect on our call 

to remain faithful followers of Jesus Christ. Indeed, Christmas reminds us each year of God’s 

presence with us here and now. We are strengthened by the presence of the Holy Spirit in our daily 

walk on the pathway of righteousness. 

My prayer for each of you this December is that you remember your waterproofing that took 

place with your baptism. May you feel the power of the Holy Spirit not only as it guides you 

through the mine fields, but as it opens your heart so that you can let the love of Christ pour out 

on everyone you meet and think about. 

Finally, remember that Macintosh’s initial raincoat was imperfect. A newer improved model 

came later. The same is true with our initial experience of sanctifying grace. Newer and improved 

models of our faith appear as we move on toward perfection. 

(ref. Encyclopedia Britannica online) 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 

 

 

 

 

 

 


