
Dear Sacramental Saints, 

     Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have been shown a pathway to righteous 

fellowship with the Father that was cleared by the Son’s atonement for our sins and lighted by the 

sustaining presence of the Holy Spirit. As we journey, opportunities to strengthen our fellowship 

with the Triune God and our fellow human beings may occur. For Christians, this is experienced 

most poignantly through the sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion.  

 Baptism marks the beginning of a covenant with God which leads us into a covenantal 

relationship with other Christians. Through God’s initiative in establishing this covenant, the grace 

that has been poured out abundantly can be accepted so that new life in Christ can begin. As a 

means of God’s grace, baptism enables the person being baptized to be reminded and assured of 

the gift of salvation that was provided for all of humankind through the death and resurrection of 

Jesus Christ. For the congregation who participates in the service of baptism, an opportunity is 

afforded to renew vows and to join in welcoming and supporting those being baptized. The use of 

water in baptism provides more than a symbol of cleansing. Indeed, we are reminded of our 

renewal made possible through God’s atoning act. 

     A renewal of relationships with God and our fellow human beings can be experienced through 

Holy Communion when we experience God’s love poured out on all of humankind. The 

willingness to break bread with someone is a sign that barriers of racism, hatred, and enmity have 

been, or are beginning to be removed. The Lord’s Supper provides sustenance for our journey of 

faith and enables us to discard that which separates us from God’s will. Each time we share in 

Holy Communion, we fellowship with God and one another and experience the presence of the 

Lord in a way that far exceeds the warmth of a family reunion meal. Holy Communion gathers us 

and focuses our attention on the mystery of faith: Christ has died, Christ has risen, and Christ will 

come again. This mystery is made real for us through the sharing of bread and wine. For all who 

share in the Lord’s Supper, an opportunity to begin anew takes place. Sharing with others allows 

us to recognize that we are all children of God and are all blessed to be sustained by true bread and 

wine: the body and blood of Christ. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Dennis 

 

 

 


