
Dear Servant Saints,  

The word “diakonia” is a Greek word which is translated as “service” in English. The word “deacon” comes from 

this word. All Christians are servants. As disciples of Jesus we are servants of God. A life based on love reflects a placement 

of others before oneself. As we move through each day of our lives, we can pause each moment and ask ourselves whether 

or not we are consciously aware of the needs of others and, if we are, what we are doing to address those needs. The actions 

we take, from praying to physically helping someone, serve to remind us of our ministry as Christians. We are called to 

share the good news with others and in so doing bring our brothers and sisters into full communion with the household of 

faith. 
  

 The church, as the body of Christ, magnifies the efforts of each Christian and translates individual service into 

community service. The church is the body and each Christian represents the individual members of the body who fulfill 

the commandment to love one another. Our service to others may be referred to as sacrificial; however, joyful giving of 

oneself for the benefit of others draws one’s thinking away from the loss one may initially feel. Joyful servanthood is not 

so much a goal to be striven for, but rather is the gift one receives in the release of one’s heart for the sake of God’s kingdom. 

 

Paul, in writing to the Philippians, encourages them to be unified in doing the work of the church. He calls upon them 

to take on the heart of Christ in all that they do. These are his words from Philippians 2:1-4: 

1Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any common sharing 

in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, 

being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 

yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 

My prayer for you, and the church universal, is that you will feel the presence of the Holy Spirit moving within and will 

be encouraged to take on the heart of Christ in all that you do. The world is filled with need. There is ample work for the 

church. Although the title deacon is reserved for clergy in the United Methodist Church, it is an ancient term applied to 

anyone who takes on Christian service.  We are called people. We are called to be servants. Hopefully Paul’s words will 

resonate loudly as we regard the millions of persons in need of love, prayers, and hands-on assistance. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 

 


