
Dear Evangelizing Saints, 
 

In Matthew 28:16-20 we read the following:  
16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17 When they 

saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything that 

I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 
 

The Great Commission as presented in Matthew 28 is not just a message for Jesus’ disciples, but is also a 

message for ALL who have followed Jesus throughout the centuries and are following him today. As we enter 

the month of August, I thought it appropriate to examine the life of one such Christian who devoted himself to 

bringing others to Christ despite barriers of language and culture. 
 

The following information was gathered online from Wikipedia. August 5th 1604 is the birthdate of John Eliot 

who was born in Hertfordshire, England. As a missionary to Native Americans, he was known as “The Apostle 

to the Indians.” A large part of his ministry focused on the conversion of the Massachusett Indians. He translated 

the Bible into the language of the Massachusett Indians and published it in 1663. An important fact about this 

bible is that it was the first bible printed in the Western Hemisphere. Eliot also published an Indian Grammar 

book, made efforts to consolidate Native Americans into planned towns, and helped to form communities of 

“Praying Indians.”  Among his other endeavors, he proclaimed that Christ was the rightful heir of the English 

crown and called for an elected theocracy to replace the existing government. 

 

The efforts of John Eliot bore much fruit for the Kingdom of God. Indeed, many communities of converted 

Native Americans came into existence because of his work. Although circumstances would result in the demise 

of some of these communities, his work is a testimony of faithful discipleship. 

 

For modern day disciples, opportunities to reach those who have not heard the Gospel are endless. The 

translation of the bible continues today. The bible has not reached every culture or been translated into every 

language. Therefore, much work is needed. In addition, the Word needs to be shared throughout the world through 

a myriad of evangelizing techniques. The vineyards are awaiting harvesters. 

 

I hope that you will stop and reflect on the accomplishments of John Eliot on his birthday, August 5th. I hope 

you will pray for strength and fortitude as you continue your journey of faith. I pray that you will remember Jesus’ 

words from Matthew 28 and will look at the efforts of John Eliot, and say: “I can do that.” 

 
Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis 


