
Dear Living Water Saints, 

You may recall from your study of history in school the story of Juan Ponce De Leon, the Spanish explorer that discovered 

Florida on April 12, 1513. You may also remember learning that he went on a futile quest in search of a fountain of youth 

described by the Native American population in Florida. I remember picturing a conquistador wild eyed and obsessed with 

the idea that a fountain could be found that would provide everlasting life. Of course there was not fountain to be found. 

Also, we have learned in recent years that the story about Ponce De Leon’s goal was, to use a current term, “fake news” 

perpetrated by a political opponent. Even though the story was made up by this opponent to make Ponce De Leon look 

foolish, it stuck and actually became part of history, only to be debunked in recent years. Despite the real story coming out, 

people still flock to the St. Augustine Archeological Park to drink from a stone well. The story is the stuff of romance and 

legend and people want to believe in the possibility, even just a little bit. 

Think about this tale of the Fountain of Youth and the search for living waters that would reverse the aging process and 

provide everlasting life. Indeed, despite the fact that we know the Fountain of Youth was just a myth, people still search for 

ways to stay young forever. Just turn on the television and view the infomercial channels and you will find magic potions, 

pills, and exercises that will make you live a long time. For Christians, however, Living Water has a different meaning. 

When Jesus met the Samaritan woman at the well in John 4 he said the following about water: 

      13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks the water I give 

them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal 

life.” 

We know the source of eternal life. We know that it isn’t in a Floridian swamp or on a fabled island in the Caribbean. It isn’t 

something described in the 400’s B.C. by the Greek historian Herodotus or Alexander the Great or found in Arabic legends. 

No, eternal life comes from the true Fountain of eternal life that issues forth living water for all, Jesus Christ.  

During Lent, we continue our journey toward repentance and renewal. We hope for a change that will make us whole again. 

Hopefully we won’t go in search of the Fountain of Youth, but will instead turn our hearts and minds toward the Lord and 

open ourselves to the sustaining presence of the Holy Spirit. Eternal Life has been given to us. No search is needed. It is a 

gift that was given to us on the cross. Our task is not to beat ourselves up trying to achieve it, but to open ourselves to the 

reality of God’s presence here and now and let go of our obsession to save ourselves on our own.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 

 


