
 

Dear Saints of Bright Sunny Days, 

 

At one of the annual clergy retreats I attended in the North Texas Conference of the United Methodist Church, one of 

the messages offered was by Reverend Jeremiah Booker, pastor at Hamilton Park United Methodist Church in Dallas, Texas. 

At the end of his message he put on a pair of sunglasses to address the bright future of the conference. This reminded me of an 

analogy I used when I was a teacher of a girl who was blind. I worked with her from kindergarten to the second grade. I would 

try to motivate her to try harder at particular tasks by telling her that I thought I saw the sun coming up over the horizon, but I 

guess I was mistaken. I guess I didn’t see greatness after all. I told her that I didn’t need to put my sunglasses on. She would sit 

up straight and try harder and then ask, “Do you need to put them on now?” This became a routine question for both of us from 

the middle of the first grade to the end of the second grade when I stopped working with her. She would ask, “do you see 

greatness; do you have your sunglasses on?” I would sometimes say yes and sometimes say that I really didn’t need them. She 

would also say the same thing to me. She would ask, “Mr. Cates, do I need to put my sunglasses on?” That is the question for 

us today: “Do we have our sunglasses on?” 

 In John 1:1-18 we read that life has come into being in Christ and that “the life was the light of all people.” We also 

read that this light is so bright that it was not overcome by darkness. John goes on to tell the reader that John the Baptist 

preceded the light and testified to it, but that the true light was coming into the world. Even though the world did not know 

him, not even his own people, the Jews; those who received him and believed in his name were empowered to be children of 

God here on earth.  

Each day, we are afforded opportunities to be bathed in the light of God’s only Son, to experience the power of the 

Holy Spirit reminding us that we are children of God, and as such, stewards of a wonderful inheritance provided through the 

grace and truth given by Jesus Christ. Our problem lies with our mental lapse into a world of people who do not know or 

recognize Jesus. We become blinded not by the true light, but by the lure of the lights of distraction and evil. Gradually, almost 

without notice, we become bathed in a different type of light that leads us down a pathway of slow decay and possible 

destruction. For those who have heard the Word, have felt the presence of the Holy Spirit, the brightness of God’s light is on 

the horizon, if not fully revealed to us in the light of day. This revelation provides a motivation to look for God’s grace in all 

that we do and see.  

Jesus told us how we would see him. He told us that we would see him in the faces of the poor, the needy, the widow, 

the orphan, the prisoner. He told us to go into all the world preaching (showing) a God of grace. This message is not a message 

of resignation to a world of perpetual neediness, but rather a message of hope and a call to action. What joy can be felt in our 

hearts when we realize that our God loved us enough to be revealed in the flesh in a way that showed unending love. 

 So, as we go out into the bright summer days of August, let us be reminded of God’s light which is Christ and the light 

which shines within all of us. Do we have our sunglasses on? 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis  


