
Dear Reconciling Saints, 

 

 As we enter July, I find myself reflecting on July 4th. In particular, I am reminded of our founding fathers and the 

strength, determination and wisdom that they displayed. Two of those founding fathers, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams had 

collaborated with one another in writing the Declaration of Independence. They had been fellow patriots during the American 

Revolution. 

 

Each went on to serve as President of the United States. Thomas Jefferson served as Vice President under John Adams. 

It was during their time as President and Vice President that their differing political stances drove them apart. John Adams 

favored a stronger central government while Thomas Jefferson favored a more states-rights focus. Jefferson became so upset 

with Adams and George Washington, that he retreated to Monticello and plotted how he could bring his political faction to 

power. 

 

In the ensuing presidential campaign, Jefferson and Adams ran slanderous campaigns and became bitter enemies. 

Jefferson won the election, and it appeared that the two would never speak to one another again. That is, until New Year’s Day 

1812 when John Adams sent Thomas Jefferson a letter wishing him a happy new year. From that moment the two old friends 

and old enemies reconciled and communicated with one another until their deaths on July 4th 1826. Adams’ dying words were 

“Jefferson survives.” He did not know that Thomas Jefferson had preceded him in death by five hours. 

Slanderous political campaigns may seem the stuff of today, but bitterness has been a part of the human condition 

always. We seem to hold grudges and make little effort to find common ground. Indeed we become so upset with one another 

that we resort to war. “You don’t agree with me, so I’m going to kill you.” We even ignore God’s claim on our lives and the 

message of love brought to us by Jesus and strike out in a different direction. Reconciliation with one another and with God 

become distant thoughts placed way on the back burner. 

But, reconciliation is necessary if we are going to live with one another and have a close relationship with the Lord. In 

Second Corinthians 5:18-19 Paul writes “All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us 

the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.” Indeed, we are to be the bearers of the message of 

reconciliation.  

 On July 4th, I pray that as you pop firecrackers and attend celebrations of our independence from England; you will 

also think about two old enemies who died together on Independence Day in 1826. As the last two surviving members of the 

revolutionaries who stood up to the British they symbolized our new nation. Isn’t it grand that they reconciled with one another 

in 1812 and were able to live in peace and brotherhood. Remember that as we are reconciled with God through Jesus Christ, so 

too are we to be reconciled with one another and to be reconcilers, that is, peacemakers.  

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 


