
Dear Caroling Saints, 

As we move through Advent toward Christmas Day, we will certainly hear many Christmas carols and songs on television and 

radio programs. In this age of satellite radio and streaming music with individualized playlists, one could listen to Christmas 

music round the clock. 

 

Of course, we have choices as to the nature of the Christmas music we listen to. Will it be country, jazz, traditional, rock, 

classical, or any of the many other genres available on the airways? Will we immerse ourselves in the rich hymnody of our 

faith, or will it be everything from Jingle Bells to Santa Baby? Well, you are in luck, because I have the answer to this 

question. Reviewing the Billboard Holiday 100 Chart (top radio airplay) for the week of December 20, 2014, I found evidence 

for the most played Christmas songs. They are as follows: 

1. Mary Did You Know by Pentatonix 

2. All I Want For Christmas Is You  

by Mariah Carey  

3. Rockin’ Around The Christmas  

Tree by Brenda Lee 

4. The Christmas Song by Nat King Cole 

5. Last Christmas by Wham 

6. Christmas Eve (Sarajevo 12/24)  

by Trans-Siberian Orchestra 

7. Santa Tell Me by Ariana Grande 

8. Feliz Navidad  by Jose Feliciano 

9. White Christmas by Bing Crosby 

10. It’s The Most Wonderful Time of 

The Year by Andy Williams 

11. Jingle Bell Rock by Bobby Helms 

12. Rudolph The Red-Nosed Reindeer 

by Gene Autry 

13. Do You Want To Build A Snowman? 

by Kristen Bell, Agatha Lee Monn  

& Katie Lopez  

14. A Holly Jolly Christmas by Burl  

Ives 

15. Baby It’s Cold Outside by Idina  

Menzel duet With Michael Buble  

A recording of Silent Night by Kelly Clarkson, Reba McEntire & Trisha Yearwood came in at 16. 

 

Did you notice that only one song of a religious nature made it to the top 15. Thankfully it was number one. We had to wait 

until number sixteen for a country version of Silent Night. Most of the music is secular which may be a reflection on American 

life in general. If one moves on down the list of the rest of the Holiday 100, Silent Night appears twice more as well as a couple 

of other songs that are more faith based. It is not until number 96 that we find Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, five slots behind 

Run Rudolph Run by Chuck Berry.  

 

What moves us as we approach Christmas? Are we mesmerized by O Holy Night, or are we wrapped up in the outcome of 

grandma’s encounter with a reindeer guilty of a hit-and-run? John Wesley told us to sing only the songs in the hymnal.  I will 

say, and I am sure that I am not alone among United Methodist pastors, that I do enjoy listening to rock and roll and Willie’s 

version of Frosty The Snowman. Having said that, however, I am convinced that the carols of the season (e.g. Joy To The 

World) will more likely move one closer to a sense of why we celebrate Christmas in the first place. 

 

In John 1:1 we find the following: “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.” 

Somehow, I don’t even faintly hear those words when they are being drowned out by Elvis feeling blue on Christmas day. A 

little fun is ok, of course, as long as we remember there’s a song in the air. Despite the secularization of the season, we can 

trust that the presence of the Holy Spirit will help us refocus on the truth that came to us in a manger so many centuries ago.   

 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Dennis 


