
Dear Searching Saints, 

On August 3rd 1492, Christopher Columbus set sail from Palos, Spain in the Niña, Pinta, and Santa Maria in search of a 

westerly route to Asia. On October 12th he landed instead in the Bahamas thinking he had reached the outer islands of Japan. 

We know that other trips were made and at some point it was realized that a new world had been found. Many people in 

Europe thought that Columbus was likely to sail off the edge of the world or to be devoured by sea monsters as he sailed into 

uncharted waters. Columbus’ own crew almost committed mutiny after weeks and weeks of finding nothing. Columbus 

remained resolute, but even he wasn’t sure of what he had found when he set foot in the new world. 

In many ways we are like Columbus and many other explorers who set out searching for one thing only to find something else.  

As Christians or those seeking Christ we have ideas of who Christ is and what it means to follow Christ. Often, we compose 

our own set of standards or beliefs based upon our comfort zones and levels of justification in order to feel ok with God. But 

then something or somethings happen to turn our beliefs upside down throwing us into a spiritual turmoil so much so that we 

find ourselves unsure of who we are. 

In Mark 10:17-27 we read the following: 

17 As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I 

do to inherit eternal life?” 18 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19 You 

know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not 

bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” 20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all 

these since my youth.” 21 Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and 

give the money[a] to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 When he heard this, he 

was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 

 

The young man was searching for peace of mind, eternal life. He already had a map in his head. What he encountered instead 

was unexpected. He did not expect Jesus to tell him to surrender himself. So he returned to Palos never to find a westerly route 

or a new world. Brothers and Sisters, we are in the same boat. We come to Jesus searching for something. What we find is not 

what we were looking for. Our world is upended and we find ourselves having to rethink the reality of which we were so 

assured. Some of us may shake our heads like the young man and turn back, or at least turn aside. But others will say yes and 

follow Jesus’ call. I pray that as you continue in your faith development and walk with the Lord, that you will listen to the 

leadings of the Holy Spirit and wait on the Lord in those moments of spiritual conflict. 

 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+10%3A17-27&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24604a

