
Dear Firecracker Saints, 

 

 It is that time of year when the summer heat increases and we long for cooler evenings and cloudy days. As 

the sweat rolls down your cheeks and you prepare for yet another Fourth of July Picnic, I call on you to consider the 

firecracker. 

 Before I discuss firecrackers, however, I want to confess a frustration I have had since my very young 

childhood days. You see, when we would return from the fireworks stand with our firecrackers and sparklers, my 

mother would not allow me or my brother to pop one single firecracker or shoot one single skyrocket. My father did 

those things. All we were allowed to do was wave sparklers in the night sky. Thus, for me, there are no fond 

memories of lighting the fuse and running as fast as I could from the impending blast. On the positive side however, 

I still have all of my fingers. 

Wikipedia defines firecrackers as follows: “Firecrackers are generally made of cardboard or plastic, with 

flash powder or black powder as the propellant. This is not always the case, however. Anything from match heads 

to lighter fluid have been used successfully in making firecrackers. The key to loud firecrackers, however, 

although in part lying in the propellant substance, is pressure. The entire firecracker must be very tightly 

packed in order for it to work best. Flash powder does not need to be packed tightly, however.” There is, I think, 

an analogy for Christians in their walk of discipleship. Are we like firecrackers? 

For a firecracker to work properly, it must be packed tightly so that enough pressure can be built up to make 

a loud bang. This raises a question for all of us. Are we packed tightly with the Holy Spirit so that we are ready to 

burst with the loud bang of enthusiasm for the Lord? Remember when you or some of your friends would light the 

fuse of a firecracker and then toss it away but nothing happened? That was a disappointing experience. To ensure 

that the same thing does not happen in our churches, we need to open ourselves to be filled completely by the Holy 

Spirit so that something will happen when the fuse is lit. 

 Remember the exhilaration of hearing the loud pop when a firecracker was lit and it exploded after being 

thrown in the air. The expression, “a real firecracker” reminds us of the excitement generated by those who live life 

to the fullest. Even more exhilarating was the excitement generated when several firecrackers were tied together 

and lit. Remember the popping that seemed to go on forever? That, my brothers and sisters is the same thing that 

happens when we are tied together as disciples and turned on to a common purpose. As God’s firecrackers we 

explode with enthusiasm for the Lord. We pop pop pop with the Good News. We flash with the light of the Cross. 

This Fourth of July, as you watch a fireworks show or pop your own, think of the tightly packed firecrackers 

with pressure ready to be released. Then, think of the Church as being a package of firecrackers ready to explode 

with the Good News of the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And, even though you may not feel 

like a firecracker, I want to assure you; I still had fun waving sparklers in the night air. So, a church full of sparklers 

will certainly light a pathway to the Kingdom. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Dennis 
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