
Dear Easter People, 

 

As our thoughts are turning to Spring and the approach of Summer and all that that entails, we are, as 

Christians, drawn toward one central truth: we will soon be entering the holiest time of the Christian year leading 

up to the holiest day of the Christian year. Many churches fill the week with activities each day.  We will begin the 

week with Palm Sunday. We will continue with Holy Thursday or as it is also known, Maundy Thursday. Then on 

Friday we will participate in our Good Friday service. All of this takes place in the closing week of Lent, a time of 

repentance, fasting, and preparation.  

For the Church, this is the busiest time of the year because it is the focal point of the year. We have been led 

toward Easter since Advent. Lifting up the empty cross reminds us that Jesus is no longer hanging there. He was 

crucified, died, was buried, and on the third day rose from the dead. He sits at the right hand of God the Father 

Almighty and will come again to judge us all. The Holy Spirit was sent as our advocate to remind us that the Word 

was made flesh and lived among us. In spite of this sign of God’s love for us, we rejected the Son of God and nailed 

him to a cross. As he hung on the cross looking down at those who were intentional in their hatred of him, he 

forgave them. Jesus died so that we might be saved from our sinfulness. For some in other traditions, specific dates 

are noted for one’s salvation. For United Methodists, the question, “When were you saved?” is answered by the 

following: “I was saved 2000 years ago on the cross at Calvary. Indeed, we are forgiven people; we are Easter 

people.  

Easter is our centering point. Holy Week, the week leading up to Easter, is our preparation time. It is our 

reminder of the old, old story. It is my prayer for everyone who is part of Christ United Methodist Church to reflect 

on the meaning of Easter for the life of the Church and more importantly to reflect on its meaning for your own 

lives.  

This church is not merely a place, a building; it is a point where we come together as Christians to share the 

Gospel and give ourselves completely to the Lord. And during this holiest time of the year, we can do no less than 

to give ourselves totally to God’s call on our lives to bow down and worship the King of Kings. 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor Dennis 


