
Dear Saints of the Epiphany, 

Epiphany, epiphaneia in biblical Greek, means "manifestation" or "striking appearance.” Falling on January 

6, it celebrates the revelation of God the Son as a human being in Jesus Christ. It commemorates the visitation of 

the wise men to Jesus, and therefore represents Jesus’ physical manifestation to the gentiles. It is a more ancient 

celebration among Christians than Christmas. It originally focused on the nativity, incarnation, and baptism of 

Christ. Today we celebrate the coming of the three wise men, who brought gifts to the Christ child. We no longer 

celebrate the Baptism of the Lord on Epiphany, but do so on the first Sunday after Epiphany Sunday. Epiphany 

marks the end of Christmas. 

Thinking about the manifestation of the Lord and how Christ becomes known to us or reveals himself to us, 

I reflected on a book by Clark Pinnock titled Reason Enough: A Case for the Christian Faith. In the introduction, 

Pinnock states the following: “Some people become Christians without ever thinking about it. They accept Christ as 

their Lord and Savior because of an emotional appeal that seems to meet their needs, but they never really ask 

whether what they are doing is reasonable. Because of this many thinking people wonder whether Christianity isn’t 

all faith, that is, totally devoid of rational justification.” In this work, Pinnock makes a case for the use of reason to 

confirm our acceptance of Christ as Lord and Savior. Pinnock goes on to state the following: “Faith according to 

the Bible does not involve a rash decision made without reflection or a blind submission in the face of an 

authoritarian claim. It is the act of wholehearted trust in the goodness and promises of the God who 

confronts us with his reality and gives us ample reason to believe that he is there.” 

The Epiphany of the Lord reminds us to share in reliving an experience of three wise men shared in 

Matthew. Reading, instead of actually experiencing the event, may result in questions or doubts on the part of some. 

We are called to believe the story that is given to us. I haven’t been to the Moon, however, I have read about the 

first man on the moon, and seen videos of the event, which never provide a “real” experience. Despite this, I 

“believe” that the story about landing on the moon is true. There are those who believe that we did not land on the 

Moon, but rather that it was all a staged event. How significant is the event? That rests with historical interpreters. 

So too, I believe that God was manifested in the form of a baby named Jesus. Theologians and historians have long 

interpreted the significance of the Lord’s birth, but none of the debate about the significance sways me toward 

disbelief concerning its occurrence.  

Pinnock’s book is not so much an effort to convince readers of the truth, but rather an appeal to live our 

lives as though we have been confronted by the Lord, indeed, the risen Lord. What would happen if we internalized 

the reality of Christ and prefaced all of our thoughts and actions with a reasoned understanding of Christ’s Lordship 

over our lives? How would churches change? What would be most important in our lives? Would we be content to 

stay in our pews not giving much thought as to why we are there, or would we take to the streets saving souls? 

Pinnock offers the following plea for Christians everywhere: “I urge you … to face up to the authority Jesus 

claimed for himself and which now stands confirmed. Just as he called people to trust in him when he ministered on 

earth, so now he calls us to believe in him and to follow him.  It is impossible to be neutral about Jesus Christ. 

We must either accept or reject his claims. Not to decide is to decide. He does not call us to a merely verbal 

confession or a merely intellectual commitment, but to an unreserved decision to build our lives on Christ as 

a foundation.” 

The wise men responded to a dream (an experience) and chose to not be neutral, but to return to their 

country with the good news instead of betraying the Word of God to Herod. Let us begin this New Year by 

responding to what we know: Jesus Christ is Lord of our lives! 
 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor Dennis 
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