
  

 

 

October 14, 2022 

  
  

 

In-Person worship at 10 a.m. on Sundays 

Or worship with us on Facebook Live at 10 a.m. or watch after 11:15 

   

 

 

 

 

The digital Epistle is the newsletter of the Wilmington United Methodist 

Church.  It is published once a month on the second week of the 

month.  Deadline for articles for the online newsletter is the first Friday 

of the month.    
 

 

 

COVID-19 STATEMENT 

 

Masking at your comfort level.  Clinton County Health District encourages those 

over 65 or immune compromised to consider wearing a mask.   
 



 

 

 

October 16                    Sweets and Treats 

October 19                    A Night of Hope – fundraiser for Hope House 

6pm.                                                               Murphy Theatre          

October 20                    Pub Theology 4– 5:30 pm 

October 22                    Youth Choir 11am -2pm 

October 24                    Leadership Team 6:00pm 

October 26                    November/ December Upper Rooms available  

October 30                    Youth Choir Performance- During the service  

November 6                   Angel Tree set up and Pack shoe boxes!  

November 10                 Church Conference  

November 13                 Wilmington UMW Thanksgiving Dinner 

   
   

 

September/ October UPPER ROOM'S Are now available in the Narthex and 

by the Church Office 

November/ December available October 26.  
 

 

BOOK CLUB 



 

Book Club resumes on November 12, 2022. We will meet in the Parlor at 

10:00am to discuss : THE HOUSE WE GREW UP IN by Lisa Jewell  
 

 

 

                     CHURCH OFFICE HOURS WILL BE: 

                              9-2 MONDAY- THURSDAY  
 

 

 

-MONTHLY GIVING- 

   

September, 2022 Attendance General Fund 
9/4/22 117 $6,442.83 
9/11/22 129 $4, 251.21 
9/18/22 121 $1,599.61 
9/25/22 156 $2,845.16 
      
 

 

2022 West Ohio Annual Conference Summary 

  

Nearly 1,600 clergy and lay members attended, virtually, the conference. 

Bishop Gregory V. Palmer presided. The theme was “Becoming Rooted” 

becoming more like Jesus, becoming community and becoming Spirit filled. 

The conference was challenged by Bishop Palmer to examine who they choose 

to be as followers of Jesus Christ in these difficult times in the church and the 

world. 

The bishop invited us all to take the opportunity “to be in conversation in 

Christian community and discover again that GOD is at the heart of our lives.” 

Several recommendations were brought before us: 

#1           Changes to Structure, Procedure and Rules—Annual Conference 

Rules and Polices 

            PASSED 

#2        Budget 

            PASSED 



#3        Board of Pensions and Health 

            PASSED 

#4        Equitable Compensation 

            PASSED 

#5        Number of Districts in the West Ohio Conference (district boundaries to 

possible change) 

            PASSED 

#6        Support for an amicable separation for local churches and annual 

conferences 

            PASSED 

#7        Call to West Ohio Annual Conference to Recognize and Validate 

Persons called to Ordination Without Prejudice Toward Sexual Orientation or 

Gender Identity 

            FAILED 

#8        A path for West Ohio Congregations Separating under Paragraph 

2548.2 of the discipline. 

            OUT OF ORDER 

Other Business 

The Board of Trustees’ report included an update of the Boy Scouts of America 

litigation and acknowledge 

the church’s role in the harm of some scout experienced.  The trustees also 

reported terms for churches 

choosing to disaffiliate under #2553 as communicated in advance of the Book 

of Reports. The annual 

conference voted on the closing of 8 churches. 

Announced also, financial contribution so congregations and individuals gave 

nearly $7.5 million to Light the Way Campaign Monies helped establish 18 new 

faith communities over 40 Fresh Expressions of existing congregations, nearly 

2,300 new worshippers and over 250 baptisms. 

West Ohioans contributed $250,000 for humanitarian efforts in the Ukraine. 



 

The conference affirmed the recommendation of the General and Jurisdictional 

conference delegations support our current district superintendent the Rev. Dr. 

Todd Anderson as an episcopal candidate—in other words, as bishop. 

Conference celebrated the ordination of 12 elders and 4 deacons.  We 

commissioned 3 provisional deacons and 5 provisional elders.  We retired 45 

clergy representing in aggregate 1,549 years of service to the church. 

You 2023 West Ohio Annual Conference will be held June 1-4 at Otterbein 

University in Westerville, Ohio. 

  

  

**More details can be found on the internet under 20022 West Ohio 

Annual Conference Summary6. 

  

  

   
 

 

Looking Ahead: 

 

Saturday December 24, 2022, We will have one Christmas Eve Service at 

7:30pm.   
 

  



 

School Supplies 

     The Mission Team has been collecting school supplies for local schools and 

OCC shoeboxes for several weeks. The collection has been going well with 

many great items being donated.  If you would like to make a donation, there is 

still time! Supplies can be brought to the church on Sunday mornings or any 

day during office hours. Please bring donations by September 18th. If you 

would like to make a monetary donation, please mark it School Supplies-

Mission Team. A member of the mission team will be glad to shop for you.  

 

   
 

 

 

FROM OUR CLINTON COUNTY TEACHERS 

 

-Thank you for the nice pens and encouragement for our school year. Your 

support and kindness means so much!  
 

 

  

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes - Items for OCC shoeboxes continue to be needed.  Bar 
soap (any size), hair brushes, school supply items, toys, stickers etc. are among the items 
needed.  Please remember that neither liquids nor glass items can be sent.  Candy is also no 
longer allowed.  Please have your donations to the church before November 6.  
 
 



 

  
 

 

 

  

 

Red Bird Update 

    The mission team would like to again thank everyone for the tremendous 

support of the recent mission trip to Red Bird Mission in southeastern Kentucky. 

Through your generosity, we were able to rent a semi to take the donations to 

those in need. Flood relief items that were taken included cleaning supplies, 

personal hygiene items, infant items and paper supplies. We also received 

donations of furniture, household items, gardening supplies, clothing and more. 

Much appreciation was shown for these donations!  The next  trip to Red Bird is 

planned for the middle of May. 

   

  
  

 

Eastern Kentucky Flood Relief Supplies  

   You did it!!! Because of your generosity, we will be able to take a truck to 

Red Bird in September. First priority will be the items for the flood relief victims. 

(Refer to previous emails from the church for the complete list.) Those items 

can be brought to the church at any time and be placed in fellowship hall. We 

will accept donations of clothing and other items later this month. More 

information will be distributed as definitive plans are made. 

 

 

 



 

 

Dear Church Family, 

     In response to the Eastern Kentucky area Flooding, Red Bird Mission has 

put a call out to send items to the victims who are still in need of our help. 

     At this time, our mission team is asking for monetary donations, needed to 

rent a truck to take these relief supplies to Red Bird Mission. Red Bird staff and 

volunteers will distribute the donations to nearby relief shelters.  

     The amount of donation items we will be able to take depends on the size of 

truck we can afford to rent. The usual semi truck is approximately $1500. Our 

other option is $800 for a smaller box type truck. Red Bird would appreciate any 

size donation we can provide, but our goal would be to send a semi full of much 

needed items to our friends in Christ.  

     Flood items will be our priority donation. Other items will be accepted later 

during the collection if space allows. Updates of donation progress will be 

announced as we progress. Please consider a monetary donation of any 

amount and look over the Priority items needed. 

     As it says in our Wilmington United Methodist Affirmation of Faith "We 

believe that serving the cause of Christ is the highest thing we can do and 

is the path to fully authentic personhood". We have been called to serve. 

Now is the time to be disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 

In Christ, 

The Missions Team and WUMC Office.  

 

 

Priority Flood items include: 

 

Children's Items:  

Baby Bottles 



 

Diapers of all sizes 

Baby wipes 

 

Special Needs Items: 

Adult Diapers 

Ensure 

Pediasure 

Fidget Spinners 

Headphones 

Weighted Blankets 

Kids Snacks 

 

Toiletries/Personal Care Items: 

Monistat 

Feminine Products 

Contact Solutions 

Body Wash 

Washcloths  

Towels 

Shampoo/ Conditioner 

Soap 

Laundry Detergent  

   
 

 



  

  

 

Sweets and Treats is coming up! 

October 16, 2022 is just around the corner. Preheat your ovens and get your 

recipes picked out. We have been a very active church with our Missions 

Ministries. Continue your support by making some delicious sweets, treats and 

everything in between! And don't forget to mention it to all of your friends and 

family who might be interested in supporting Our church during this tasty 

ministry!  

 

 

Sunday, October 16, 2022 

Immediately Following Worship  

join us for a delicious brunch prepared by  

the Mission Team 

Then stay for the Dessert Auction 

   

All proceeds will go toward Mission & Outreach projects. 

 

  

  



 

  

 

Then Jesus called for the children and said to the disciples, “Let the children 

come to me. Don’t stop them! For the Kingdom of God belongs to those who 

are like these children.  I tell you the truth, anyone who doesn’t receive the 

Kingdom of God like a child will never enter it.”  Luke 18:16-17. 

  

We love having children in worship!  Beginning September 18 come visit out 

our new Kids Zone in the Narthex on Sundays before church begins.  Children 

can pick up activities and snacks to take with them to sit with their family during 

church.   This is a great time for families to be together for worship.  

  

We love the noise of infants and children!  If your child escapes the pew and 

runs down the aisle don’t worry about it.  As a church we are an inclusive 

community and that includes our children! 

   
 

 



  

 

Wilmington Cooperative Preschool         

WCP, a ministry for children housed in our church, is now accepting 

applications for the 2022-2023 school year.  You may get an application in the 

lower hall or in the church office.  For more information about the program, 

please contact the Administrator/Teacher Cindy Sutton, at 937-725-7869. 

Children must be 3 years old by September 1 and potty trained.  
 

 

  

 

The flower chart is on the wall in the lower entry.  There are a lot of dates open 

to celebrate a graduation, birthday or anniversary.  Sign up today.  The week 

before your date, call the office with your dedication and have your flowers 

delivered on Friday or bring them in.    
 

 



  

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN UKRAINE!! 

 

There are multiple ways to support our brothers and sisters in during the 

horrible conflict.   

 

1.  United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) has created a pipeline to 

bring humanitarian relief into Ukraine as well as in the surrounding countries 

who have received refugees fleeing the violence.  If you would like to make a 

financial contribution, please send a check along with your offering with Ukraine 

in the comment line on your check.  You may also give online through Breeze.  

   

2.  In the past few weeks, Merefa, our Sister City in Ukraine, has been 

relentlessly bombed by the Russians.  They need our help.  We are raising 

money to rebuild their schools and their community.  Each pin sold will provide 

$5 for the Wilmington, Merefa Sister City Project.  Every penny will go directly 

to rebuilding our Sister City.  Please contact Cathie Streator to order your 

Peace and Hope pin for $7. Call 937-725-2981 or text your order.  The pin 

shows a Ukraine flag with a red heart in the middle. 

 

3.  There are many other charitable organizations you can choose.  Be sure to 



 

check to see if they are legitimate organizations before sending your money.   

 

 

  

 

Sanctuary Youth Choir will be performing during the Church service on 

OCTOBER 30TH. The service begins at 10:00am and will be available to be 

viewed on the Facebook livestream. 

This ministry is sponsored by our church family and is led by Gina Sheldon and 

Jessica Fair. 

Plan on joining us to support the youth of our church while they highlight their 

talents for us.   
 

sanc·tu·ar·y 



 

/ˈsaNGk(t)SHəˌwerē/ 

A place of refuge or safety; 

  

The road to freedom starts when the doors of a Sanctuary open. In these safe, 

healing communities, one can find space to learn while surrounded by love and 

grace. 

  

We all have wounds to be healed and gifts to offer. What better way to heal 

wounds but by 

sharing our gift of music! 

  

Students from all walks of life can join together and pursue freedom, safety, 

and our love for music in a place where we can experience the universal 

language of music. 

  

We are excited to announce a new musical opportunity for students in and 

around Clinton County, Sanctuary Youth Choir (SYC), sponsored by the 

Wilmington United Methodist Church. Auditions are open to students in the 

community who are entering 6th-12th in the fall of 2022. 

Sanctuary, a new youth choir based in Clinton County, will consist of students 

who will be dedicated to sharing their God given gifts of music with those they 

come into contact with, as well as building community in a safe, accepting 

environment. 

The choir will begin rehearsing in July, and continue rehearsing once a month, 

preparing for their first concert in the fall. They will enjoy a wide variety of music 

including classical, secular, folk hymns, spirituals, gospel, pop and musical 

theatre. 

Our production team consists of Gina Beck (Sheldon), Director; Jessica Fair, 

Assistant Director; Ryan Hutcherson; and Timothy Larrick.  
 

 



 

Thank You 

During a time like this we realize how much our friends and relatives really 

mean to us.  Your expression of sympathy will always be remembered.   

From the Family of Joy Hall, 

Dean  
 

 

  

 

   
Please fill out a prayer card or call, email or text the church office with your 
requests.  It is so important that we storm the heavens with intercessory prayers for 
others, our family, our community, our country, and our world. 
 
Please pray for one, some, or all of these in your prayers each week.  We may not 
know some of these people but they are on the hearts of members of our congregation 
and community.  God hears and answers prayers.  
 
All those impacted by Hurricane Ian 
Family and friends of Shirley Hansen 
Family of Marvin Chamberlin 
Family and friends of Rodger Lynch  
Marty Fahrer 
Brenda Tilton 
Shut-Ins 
People of Ukraine 
The many people who have COVID-19 
Unspoken Prayers 
 
  
 
*UMCOR Envelopes are available in the Narthex to support those who were impacted by the 
devastating Hurricane Ian. 
  

 

  

 

 



  

 

  

 

 

ITEMS FOR GOD'S PANTRY 

  

The current needs for God’s Pantry include bottled water and flavoring packets, 

adult socks (new or gently used), cereal, feminine hygiene products and 

canned meat and pasta (preferably with pull top lids.)  However all non-

perishable food items, hygiene items (the small size from hotel rooms are 

great), pet food and infant food are always appreciated. 



 

  
 

 

 

Donations Barrels 

     A reminder about the Donations Barrels located in the foyer area near 

fellowship hall. You may place the following donations in the designated barrel: 

  

   Food items for YFK Cooking Team - Elbow macaroni, spaghetti sauce, green 

beans, applesauce.   

   Socks - new or gently used socks for God’s Pantry and other outreach 

ministries  

   Clothing items - new or gently used clothing for various outreach ministries 

(Please hold on to large donations until Red Bird collection days.) 

   Food donations for God’s Pantry  

   Items for Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes (small toys, school supplies, 

toothbrushes, bars of soap, combs etc.) 

  

We continue to collect empty prescription bottles and tabs from aluminum cans. 

There is also a need for personal hygiene products. There are collection 

baskets for those items on the shelves located near the collection barrels.  
 

  

 

  



 

 

With our worship schedule in a different format during the COVID-19 crisis we 

have moved to offer online giving as a way to allow giving of tithes and 

offerings to the church.  Please use the link below that will take you to our new 

online giving site.  You can use the site for a one time gift or set it up for other 

regular automatic options.  You can also continue your giving through your 

bank or by mailing your offering in by check.   

   

https://wilmington.breezechms.com/give/online 
 

 

 

The digital Epistle is the monthly newsletter of The Wilmington United Methodist Church, 

our people, our mission, and what's happening.    

  

The office is open Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Pastor Scott is not in the 

office on Friday.  Please ring the bell if you need entry.   

  

Remember that you can attend our in-person worship service, or you can watch our 

worship services every Sunday at 10 a.m. on Facebook Live.      
 

 

The Wilmington United Methodist Church 

50 East Locust Street 

Wilmington, OH  45177 

937-382-1465 

Email:  wilmingtonumc@wilmingtonumc.com 

R. Scott Miller, Pastor  

 

“We are a church united in love, 

being and making disciples of Jesus Christ”. 

  
 

 

   



 


