
 

 

Members and Friends of Kenova United Methodist Church, 

 

     It’s good to be back home!  I’m extremely excited to be your Interim Pastor, the Lord willing, 

for the next six months.  

     For those who don’t know me allow me to tell you a little bit about myself.  My parents, Grey 

and Eileen Maynard, brought me to Kenova Methodist Church when I was three years old.  

Jeanette Dorsey was my first Sunday School teacher.  It was in her class that I met her future 

son-in-law, Randy Adkins, who would later become a United Methodist pastor.  Randy and I 

became life-long friends.  I owe a great deal of gratitude to Randy as he helped me immensely 

during the years I was a pastor in the United Methodist Church.  All of the pastors, during the 

time I was a member of KUMC, helped to mold me into the person I am today.  In 1970, when 

Reverend Clifford Schell came to KUMC, his sermons and his Christian witness had a profound 

impact upon my life.  It was under his pastoral leadership that I first felt the call of God to full-

time Christian ministry.  When I entered the pastorate, I considered him to be my mentor and he 

always has been there for me.   I’ve even asked for his advice as I embark upon this new role.   

     Upon God’s call, I became a United Methodist pastor, at the age of 34.  I spent 26 years as a 

UMC pastor in North Carolina and three years as a UMC pastor in Kentucky.  I then retired as a 

full-time pastor.  After a one-year stint as an elementary school special education para-educator, 

I accepted a part-time position on the Pastoral Care staff at Centenary UMC in Lexington, 

Kentucky.  With Centenary’s blessing I left that position to come to KUMC. 

     My wife, Cindy, is a retired Registered Nurse.  Her parents are still living in Lexington.  

Cindy will be with me for a few days each week but she will need to assist her elderly parents on 

certain days.  We have two adult sons, Mitchell, who lives in Raleigh and Marshall, who resides 

in Cincinnati.  Our grandchildren are Mattie, age six and Max, age four.     

     I know that you have been through a great deal with the Lord calling to their eternal home 

both Reverend Jim Richards and Reverend Bill DeMoss.  Each one of them, in most admirable 

ways, very ably served their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  My prayers will continue for God’s 

love and comfort to be extended to the members and friends of KUMC, to Becky Richards, to 

Mary DeMoss, and to the Richards’ and DeMoss’ families.  

     I’m very grateful for the support that I’ve already received from District Superintendent, 

Reverend Joe Hill, Staff-Parish Relations Chair, Charles Shumaker, Certified Lay Minister, Sam 

Colvin, Administrative Assistant, Bev Johnson, and other KUMC members.   

     I look forward to working with staff, officers, and congregation members as we seek God for 

what God would desire during this time for Kenova United Methodist Church.  There is much to 

be done for God’s Kingdom and we all will have a part to play in moving God’s great Kingdom 

forward. 

     One of the very first things I would like to do is to visit with you in your home.  Be looking 

for a sign-up sheet in the bulletin for me to come and to visit with you.  I would appreciate it if 

you would allow me to have that opportunity. 

     As you know, pastors are “on call” 24 hours a day and please do not hesitate to phone me at 

any time.  My cell number is 859-221-2409.  I always will be available for consultations or 

anything that you would like to speak with me about.  I do plan to be in the office each morning 

unless I’m at the hospital for someone’s surgery.  I do like to be out visiting in the afternoons but 

don’t hesitate to contact me for an afternoon or evening office, or home, visit. 

     Please pray for me, Cindy, and for the Kingdom work that God has in store for all of us here 

at KUMC!   

 

With great anticipation, 

Randy          

      


