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As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were 
going farther. But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day 
is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.- Luke 24:28-29 

Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people have shown 
hospitality to angels without knowing it. - Hebrews 13:2 

 

Dear Friends,         May 2019 

 Grace and peace. Every Sunday I witness the joy of Christian hospitality. The Holy 
Spirit moves people to look others in the face and pass the peace and smile.   You would 
think that this simple gesture is not that important but it is of ultimate importance. If someone 
visits a church and the sermon was outstanding and the music inspiring but there was 
no genuine hospitality than that visitor will not return. When the two disciples invited 
the ‘stranger’ into the hotel for food and shelter in Emmaus they did not know they were  
inviting Jesus to break bread with them. When they had compassion on this stranger and 
showed hospitality it was of ultimate importance in communing with the Son of God. The 
Bible does not expand on why they did not recognize Jesus on the road to Emmaus but the 
two were moved to care for this stranger.   How close they were in missing this opportunity. 
Jesus must have smiled when they- in a sense- passed the test and invited him in instead of 
just being self centered. In the isolating and lonely world we live in this is foundational to our 
faith. So many are starving for simple, genuine, heartfelt hospitality. So many spend hours 
and hours staring at  a monitor, smart phone, or other screen and have empty hearts that long 
for loving face to face interaction.  

 Our church family is ever learning and growing when it comes to the culture of 
Christian hospitality. We are no better than anyone else and believe that we are saved by 
grace and grace alone (Ephesians 2) but we need to celebrate and expand our culture of 
Christian hospitality. Ask God to work on your heart to be aware of the visitor or stranger in 
church or in the world. Allow the Holy Spir it to break your  hear t for  someone you don’t 
know who might be going through a difficult time. Your genuine, Christ-filled, face of    
compassion will be the primary way someone is able to see and experience Jesus.  

 The day before Easter we showed Christian hospitality to a young couple named 
Jatin and Bhavya who are living with the overwhelming grief of the death of their 5 year old 
daughter Mira.  Mira died on February 11 of leukemia and we hosted her memorial service 
on April 20th. Jatin and Bhavya were directed to our church by David Pickering- 
Westborough’s funeral director- because he knew we would do all we could to help them 
celebrate little Mira’s amazing- yet tragically short life. Mr. Pickering knew that we would 
say ‘yes’ to showing them Christian hospitality. I was inspired to see many of our church 
family- who had never met Jatin or Bhavya - welcome them with love and compassion. In 
turn all who are willing to walk with them in the valley of grief and faith have           
recognized Jesus within them. J atin and Bhavya both have said they are eternally   
grateful for our hospitality and will continue to call First UMC their church home. This is a 
profound example of how we are called by God to love and care for others. In the busy world 
we live in we often forget the importance of a smile and genuine empathy. As Mother Teresa 
said, “A smile is the beginning of love.” When you ‘practice hospitality’ as the Bible says 
in Romans 12 you are energized by God and feel a sincere purpose. Even if you are hurting 
and discouraged in life you are called to care for others. It doesn’t seem sensible but it works- 
that when you go outside of your self and think of someone else- your needs are met. Jatin 
and Bhavya have told me that they are willing to reach out to anyone who is hurting and 
needing encouragement. They are willing to use their brokenness to help others persevere. 

continued on page 7 
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May 5                             
Acts 9: 1-6             
Psalm 30           
Revelation 5: 11-14 
John 21: 1-19 

May 12 

Acts 9: 36-43             
Psalm 23                  
Revelation 7: 9-17          
John 10: 22-30  

May 19 

Acts 11: 1-18           
Psalm 148                  
Revelation 21: 1-6          
John 13: 31-35 

   

Join us…                              

every every every every Sunday                     

at 9:00 9:00 9:00 9:00 &10:30 am 10:30 am 10:30 am 10:30 am  

Please send all                                  

prayer requests to 

wfumcprays@gmail.com 

  

May 26 

Acts 16: 9-15                     
Psalm 67                           
Revelation 21: 10, 22-22:5                  
John 14:23-29  

 Please contact an usher for hearing 

devices during both worship services.   

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    

    

Men’s  FellowshipMen’s  FellowshipMen’s  FellowshipMen’s  Fellowship 

All men are invited to come to McDonald’s on Rtes. 9 and 30 

every Wednesday every Wednesday every Wednesday every Wednesday at 6:00am for fellowship and prayer.            

Additionally, you may join for the Men’s Fellowship Luncheon 

on the 3rd Thursday of each month @   

Masonic Lodge, Church Street.   All men 

of any age are  welcome to attend.       

Questions?   

Contact Paul Graves:   508-366-1521 

    



 

We are a busy church and our news changes 

quickly!  Please find us on facebook for all of the 

latest news:  First United Methodist Church in First United Methodist Church in First United Methodist Church in First United Methodist Church in 

Westborough, MAWestborough, MAWestborough, MAWestborough, MA 
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Bible study: Mondays, 9:15 am  

& Tuesdays, 12:30 pm 

    

 Christianity and World Religions               by Rev. Adam Hamilton 

 

     During April and May both Bible studies enjoyed Adam Hamilton's          

Christianity and World Religions book and Bible study. Hamilton began by telling us 

some of the reasons understanding other faiths is an important part of being         

Christian.  From  personal experience I believe this is very true. Understanding       

Japanese Shintoism and Buddhism was important in my life as a Christian and a 

daughter-in-law to    Shigeko and Kurazo Kubota, my husband's parents who lived in 

Tokyo. And just as Hamilton says in his class, a little understanding of the religion of 

others can provide a bridge leading to greater understanding and acceptance of       

people of other cultures and religions.  

     Hamilton continued his book with basic information and comparisons of            

Christianity to Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam and Judaism. We came to appreciate the 

points where each religion resonated with Christianity. We also knew where each 

religion differed from Christianity. Of course the basic difference was having Jesus 

as our savior makes Christianity unique.  

         Hamilton's book was born out of the fear of Islam following 9 /11,             

September 2001. And having just visited an Islamic country, Oman, in January of 

this year, I felt called to present Hamilton's class, especially because the fears of   

Islam I had heard voiced concerning my trip. My personal opinion after my           

experience  is that Oman "works" because of Islam. Consequently Oman is  very   

tolerant of other religions and foreigners. I would like to visit Oman again sometime. 

     The Bible studies will break for summer from June 11 resuming on          

September 9. We will resume the Monday after Labor Day. Monday Bible study 

meets from 9:15 to 11 am. Tuesday Bible study meets from 12:30 to 2 pm.  Consider 

joining one in the fall. You are most welcome to attend if even just for a single time.   

  

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    



Music during Worship:  May 
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May 5        9 am:  Gospel Accord, Good News Ringers,                                      

  Denise & John Roskamp 

                   Crossroads: Good News Ringers & Crossroads Band 

 

May 12      9 am: Crossroads Band 

                    Crossroads: Crossroads Band 

 

May 19      9 am: Carillon Ringers & Joyful Sound 

                   Crossroads: Crossroads Band 

 

May 26      9 am: Sanctuary Choir 

                    Crossroads: Crossroads Band 

 

 

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    

  

 

Once again it is time for Joyful Joyful Joyful Joyful 
Sound Sound Sound Sound to honor a ringer who is 

graduating and leaving us. 

Sarah Cacciapouti Sarah Cacciapouti Sarah Cacciapouti Sarah Cacciapouti has been ringing 
bells since fourth grade.  We want 
to thank her for her commitment 
and service to our church and send 
her off with our love and prayers.                                           

Good Luck, Sarah! 
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Appalachia Service Project 2019  

 

 

 

 

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    

Starting on Sunday, June 23, we are moving the 10:30 service to 
a new start time of 10:45am.    

 The big news for the 2019 Youth Mission Team 
is that we (finally) know where we're going!  We got the 
email from Johnson City in mid-April with the locations 
of this summer's centers.  Half of our group will be         
traveling to Leslie County, KY, where we last served in 
2017.  I have already heard from several people that they 
are excited about returning and visiting people they 
worked with just a couple of summers ago.  The other half will be going to Breathitt county, 
KY, just about an hour up the road.  We've been there before, too -- in 2003!  There are only 
two current members of the group that go back that far, but we're excited! 

      The youth trip (July 13-21) is just under two and a half months away.  That may still 
seem like a long time, but when you've got to figure out how you're going to get 168 people 
from here to Kentucky safely and enable them to be the most effective servants they can be, 
sometimes it doesn't seem like near enough.  For the first time in 2019, the big event this 
month is not a fundraiser -- it's our weekend training event at Camp Aldersgate in Rhode    
Island, where the group will do the ASP "dress rehearsal", spending a day doing projects 
around the camp and the evenings talking about service, what to expect, and what to 
pack.  The retreat is May 10-12 -- please pray for nice weather! 

      Unfortunately, that doesn't mean our budget is closed.  The good news is that after 8 
months of fundraising (remember that can drive back in September?) we have crossed the 
$100,000 line, which is great.  The bad news is that with a total budget of $123,000, we still 
have about $23,000 to go.  Thank you to everyone who has enabled us to get this far!  Even if 
you haven't participated directly in any of our fundraisers, your church contributions have  
supported our efforts through a recent $4000 contribution from the Outreach                  
Committee.  But if you'd like to directly support the trip, we still have a handful of fundraisers 
to go (see below), and will be conducting our annual envelope drive towards the end of 
May.  Then it's time to go forth and use that money (along with our hands and a fair amount 
of sweat) to help those in need of warmer, safer, drier homes. 

      The 2019 Adult Mission Team (now up to 17 members) is coming off a fantastically 
successful (by our standards, anyway) rummage sale, raising over a third of our $7000 budget 
in one weekend.  As recounted in this space last month, this group will be headed to        
Jonesville, VA, the week of October 5-12.  The biggest adult team we've ever had is 12, so 
we're looking forward to a record-breaking year here in a number of ways.  If you're interested 
in a week of service through home repair with ASP, email Jonathan at 
asp@firstumchurch.com for more information.  Construction experience is useful but not  
required -- we'll teach! 

      Both groups will be participating in the work for the upcoming Our Time to Build 
project at the Church, kicking off this summer.  The Adult Team will be framing out a wheel-
chair ramp in the chancel area, while the Youth Team will be framing one in Webb Hall.  If 
you'd like to see what ASP workmanship looks like, come look!  (Or look at the picnic table 
in the parking lot, or the can redemption center, or the back porch of 124 West Main 
St...)  We like to think that ASP helps build our church, but this year we will actually be    
building our church! 

                ASP Car Washes 

   Our youth ASP team will be holding two car washes (weather permitting, of course), 
in the FUMC parking lot.  They will be held from 10 am - 1 pm on Saturday, May 18 and 
Saturday, June 8.  We will both wash and vacuum your car, and get all that stuff from the   
winter out from under your seats.  So, bring your car down, and tell a friend!  

 Can Drive:  Mark your calendar!  The next can and bottle drive will be Saturday, 
June 22nd.  But you can drop your Mass deposit cans and bottles off at the Redemption   
Center in the church parking lot any time! 
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Stephen Ministry News 

"Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn 
from me; for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light." Matthew 11:28-30 

In early April, our Stephen Ministry team went on an overnight retreat to St.         
Scholastica Priory in Petersham. It was a wonderful opportunity for us to spend time 
in fellowship with one another, as well as with members of the community of sisters 
and brothers. In last month's article, we shared an overview of the activities that were 

planned for the weekend. For this month, we asked those who attended to share how 
they were personally impacted: how they felt restored, a special God  Moment, and/or 
how they thought this kind of retreat experience might help others.  

"For the retreat, we had prepared a short study of the Benedictine way of life in order to gain 
insight into how to live the balanced life of work, rest, and prayer that God has in mind for us. It 
was amazing to discover later that St. Scholastica was comprised of Benedictine sisters and 
monks! I could hardly breathe with excitement and thanksgiving as the Mother Superior sat with 
us and shared specific points of their lifestyle, affirming exactly what we had and were about to 
learn. God gave me/us at that moment a precious gift of connectivity with these pilgrims on their 
journey. I truly felt the “oneness” of the Spirt in our search to know God.  Another powerful         
experience of the presence of God came to me as we were practicing “praying the scriptures.” 
As I read  Isaiah 43:1-4 for the third time, my heart burst with joy and gratitude as I realized the 
magnitude of love that God has for us, and for me." (Kathy Ng) 

"It was a very humbling experience for me to see how the Benedictine monks and nuns dedicate 
their entire lives to God and have 7 Liturgy of the Hours daily; Vigils/Matins (earliest of prayer), 
Lauds (praise the dawn), Terce (morning), Sext (mid morning), None (mid afternoon), Vespers 
(evening), and Compline (night prayer)." (Sue Hellberg) 
 

"My God moment would have to be listening to the Prioress (Mother Mary Elizabeth) speak. It 
was so inspiring to hear from such a humble, pious woman who has given her whole life to God 
and serving his people. It renewed my faith just hearing from her. (Laurel Finger) 

"I loved the quiet serenity of the chapel, guesthouse, and grounds, and the feeling of being so 
welcomed. And everywhere there was an overwhelming sense that "Surely the Lord is in this 
place!" (Andrea Machnik) 

"The retreat was, for me, a pleasant, relaxing time of sharing study, meals, and laughter with my 
Stephen Ministry friends. It was a time of spirituality and closeness with God as we listened to 
the Divine Office in the chapel, walked the grounds, and  shared a meal with the nuns." (Avis 
Cox) 

"What impacted me personally was seeing and hearing the nuns and monks chanting in Latin. It 
seemed we had walked into spirituality of hundreds of years ago-and it was still quite spiritual 
for us today." (Elizabeth Kubota) 

"The retreat was a wonderful experience... I learned about self care (how to SLOW DOWN),  
reflection, & transformation... my God moment was practicing the presence of God throughout 
an ordinary day... a bell was rung as our group was preparing supper and we all responded with 
“Bless the work of my hands, dear Lord”...that was very meaningful and powerful...Making    
ordinary moments spiritual!! The fellowship, sharing, singing, and walking in nature were all 
refreshing and peaceful. I’d recommend a retreat for all who want a closer relationship to God 
and our faith community.... I was truly blessed! (Elaine Halka) 

The Stephen Ministry Team is specifically trained to provide one-to-one care to people who are 
hurting. If you have any questions about Stephen Ministry, or would like to request care from a 
Stephen Minister, please contact one of our Stephen Leaders, Rev. Elizabeth Kubota, Kathy Ng, 
or Andrea Machnik. 

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    



continued from page 1 

 That is why I am so excited about the ground breaking of our new church addition.    
I cannot thank you- and praise you- enough for your faith filled offerings toward the Our Time To 
Build capital campaign. The building will be a reality and I give God the glory! Make plans to 
be in church on June 23rd as we will have a special commissioning of the work to begin that week. 
The entire physical addition is based on the call from God to show grace-filled hospitality.   
We want everyone to physically and spiritually have access to all God has to offer at First UMC 
(new elevator and handicap accessibility throughout our beloved church building). We will have a 
beautiful new fellowship space directly off the sanctuary leading to the parking lot. People will have 
wonderful opportunities to connect with other people face to face before and after worship and    
during the week. I give thanks to all the committees that have spent countless hours in design and 
fundraising to bring this dream to a reality.  For decades to come this space will enable people to 

receive what their hearts are desperate for- love. Agape love. From God and God’s people.  

 

 As we enjoy the beautiful month of May let us cherish the opportunities that God gives us to 
give of our selves. If you have not made your faith-filled pledge to the Our Time to Build campaign 
please consider doing so. You may give in many ways- through a three year pledge, one time gift and 
even through volunteering to take part in renovation projects within the church. We need everyone to 
be part of this wonderful building project.  Thank you for your commitment to welcoming all people 
and loving and accepting them with genuine Christian hospitality. When you do you will meet Jesus 
face to face. Amen! 

 

In Christian Love, 

 

Pastor John 

 

Above all, love each other deeply, because love   
covers over a multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality  
to one  another without grumbling.- 1 Peter 4:8-9 

 

 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse.  Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. -  Romans 
12: 13-14 

“Hospitality is the practice of God's welcome by reaching across difference to participate in God's 
actions bringing justice and healing to our world in crisis.” -  Letty M. Russell 
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Save the date for AFTER GLOW:   
 

Thursday, May 16th, 11:45 a.m. Thursday, May 16th, 11:45 a.m. Thursday, May 16th, 11:45 a.m. Thursday, May 16th, 11:45 a.m. ————    2:00 p.m.2:00 p.m.2:00 p.m.2:00 p.m. 
 
Program:  A Worcester players group “The Fraud Squad” presents an 
interactive program on scams targeting the senior population.  You’ll be 
watching a scam reenacted right in front of you.  Seven  people will  
present a 45 minute show with typically 3 skits.  Learn how to avoid  
being scammed.  Also those who wish to share with others what has 
happened to them can do so after the skits.  Learn about the Senior 
Fraud Helpline:  1-800-297-9760.  Remember....When in doubt, check 
it out!  More details to follow. 

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    
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Third Monday 

Book Group,                              

Monday, May 20 May 20 May 20 May 20 

@ 6:30pm 

  
Available in the church office!   

 In Seeking Allah, Finding Jesus, now expanded with new 
bonus content, Nabeel Qureshi describes his dramatic           
journey from Islam to Christianity, complete with            
friendships, investigations, and supernatural dreams along the 

way. 

Providing an intimate window into a loving Muslim home, 
Qureshi shares how he developed a passion for Islam before        
discovering, almost against his will, evidence that Jesus rose from 
the dead and claimed to be God. Unable to deny the  arguments 
but not wanting to deny his family, Qureshi  struggled with an  
inner turmoil that will challenge Christians, Muslims, and all those 
who are interested in the world’s     greatest religions. 

Engaging and thought-provoking, Seeking Allah, Finding          

Jesus tells a powerful story of the clash between Islam and     

Christianity in one man’s heart--and of the peace he eventually 

found in Jesus. 

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    

Join us on: 

Saturday, May 4th              Saturday, May 4th              Saturday, May 4th              Saturday, May 4th              

8am8am8am8am––––    12noon12noon12noon12noon    

 

Bring rakes, gloves, wheel-

barrows and your energy!  

We will do some planting 

and cleaning up of our 

beautiful church grounds.  

All are welcome. 
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Using the Wesleyan Quadrilateral                                                    Rev. Elizabeth Kubota 

 

    So there we were, February of 2008, a long way from Massachusetts, visiting relatives 

who had a condo near Guadalajara, Mexico. Our host cited 1 Corinthians  14: 34 which 

says "Women should be silent in the churches. They are not permitted to speak." Then he 

asked me, "If Paul wrote this in 1 Corinthians why do you think you should speak in 

church or be ordained?" Indeed, how could I explain this to him? I decided to only say 

that his theology and mine were very different and no amount of arguing would change 

either of our minds. Thankfully that seemed to put the matter to rest so we could have a 

nice visit. We still had 5 days left until returning to Massachusetts. It was not a good place 

or time for a "theological argument." 

    That summer was the year I was to write my final ordination papers. One question on that 

exam involves explaining the Wesleyan quadrilateral. I thought about my experience in 

Mexico earlier that year and decided to use the quadrilateral to defend the position that 

women could speak and be ordained in church. So I did. That fall before my ordination board         

interview I went to a mock practice interview at BU with former classmates and a professor. As I  

waited to be interviewed I heard uproarious laughter coming from their conference room. 

Hmm...wonder if that concerns me? When I entered the room they gleefully greeted me with "We       

really enjoyed what you said in the       explanation of the quadrilateral. We especially thought your 

reason for writing it was hilarious!" I had explained that were I to argue in support of my theology 

with my relative in Mexico,  I would have used the explanation  presented in my ordination paper. 

    Here is the question about the Wesleyan Quadrilateral from the Book of Discipline: " The United 

Methodist Church holds that Scripture, tradition, experience, and reason are sources and norms for 

belief and practice, but the Bible is primary among them. What is your understanding of this                  

theological position of the Church, and how has your practice of ministry been affected by this          

understanding?"  (United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2016, p. 256-257) 

   Scripture:  Let's take 1 Cor inthians 14:34, which says " Women should be silent in churches.  

They are not permitted to speak." While it is true this appears in the Bible, attributed to Paul, it was 

written about a culture and tradition that existed 2,000 years ago. And even Paul was known for      

adjusting his theology in certain situations. Although some churches with a more literal interpretation 

of the Bible still believe this tradition to be the proper approach, United Methodists need only to look 

to our founder, John Wesley, to see his feelings concerning women speaking in church. Although 

skeptical about having women preachers initially, Wesley had a crucial shift in his attitude toward 

women preachers after working with Mary Bosanquet and Sarah Crosby. They led Methodist prayer 

meetings and preached in Yorkshire, England, until when in the spring of 1771 a male preacher       

objected "because women were not to speak in church. The Bible said so." Following an impassioned 

letter from Mary Bosanquet concerning her experience as a woman preacher, John Wesley reasoned 

that while not every woman ought to speak in church (which is debatable), some women have an 

"extraordinary call" to preach. Wesley, like Paul, was willing to make exceptions to the ordinary 

rules of discipline. (from The People Called Methodists, R.P. Heitzenrater, Abingdon Press, p.247-

248) 

    Although the Scripture said women should not speak in church, as well as the tradition, it was        

Wesley's experience and reason that allowed him to recognize that women could have that 

"extraordinary call" to preach. The United Methodist Church began ordaining women 63 years 

ago. Our denomination supports Wesley's decision. And so do I! All of the preceding inform my       

practice of ministry. 

    By the time I got to my actual ordination board exam I felt ready for anything. Bring it on!! 

In the section of the exam that asks about the quadrilateral I noticed the committee  did not ask any 

questions. During the final 5 minutes when candidates may ask questions of the ordination board 

members I enquired why no one asked me to explain the Wesleyan quadrilateral. That produced a big 

laugh from the committee and the chair person, through tears of laughter, telling me  "Oh, we thought 

you did a pretty good job answering that question without our asking about it!" And so I became       

ordained in 2009. (Thank you, John Wesley.) 

      

 

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    
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ENTRUSTED!ENTRUSTED!ENTRUSTED!ENTRUSTED!        God has entrusted us to God has entrusted us to God has entrusted us to God has entrusted us to 
take care of and appreciate His earth.take care of and appreciate His earth.take care of and appreciate His earth.take care of and appreciate His earth.         

     

Luke 12:27  Consider how the wild flowers grow. 
They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of 
these.    

    

MAY: Reduce, Reuse, MAY: Reduce, Reuse, MAY: Reduce, Reuse, MAY: Reduce, Reuse, RECYCLERECYCLERECYCLERECYCLE,                          ,                          ,                          ,                          
and APPRECIATEand APPRECIATEand APPRECIATEand APPRECIATE!!!! 

JOIN US IN THIS MINISTRY!JOIN US IN THIS MINISTRY!JOIN US IN THIS MINISTRY!JOIN US IN THIS MINISTRY! 

Recycle Your Oral Care Waste (yes, seriously) (Now thru Recycle Your Oral Care Waste (yes, seriously) (Now thru Recycle Your Oral Care Waste (yes, seriously) (Now thru Recycle Your Oral Care Waste (yes, seriously) (Now thru 
June 10June 10June 10June 10thththth):):):):  We’re collecting (in the coat rack area) waste 
from used oral care products, which we’ll send to Terracycle to be made into a hospital  
playground.  The following waste is accepted (ANY BRAND):  toothpaste tubes and caps; 
toothbrushes; toothpaste cartons and toothbrush outer packaging; and floss containers.    
Rather than sending these items to the landfill, let’s help make them into something healthy 
and fun for kids! 

     

Help with the Annual Church Beautification (May 4, 8Help with the Annual Church Beautification (May 4, 8Help with the Annual Church Beautification (May 4, 8Help with the Annual Church Beautification (May 4, 8----12):12):12):12):        We’ll be cleaning up all around 
the outside of our church, as well as doing some planting.  Bring your rake and gloves. 

     

Share Your Ideas and Photos from the Entrusted Challenge: Share Your Ideas and Photos from the Entrusted Challenge: Share Your Ideas and Photos from the Entrusted Challenge: Share Your Ideas and Photos from the Entrusted Challenge: Over 100 families and         
individuals have taken the Entrusted Challenge, committing to (1) changing ONE habit to be 
kinder to the earth and (2) to looking for God moments in nature.   Please share your habit 
changes and   photos with Gina (opsmanager@firstumchurch.com).  We’d like to keep  
growing the “garden" outside Stephanie’s office and share them on Facebook and in the 
newsletter. 

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    

Here is a composting pile one of 

our church members shared.   

Lovely Magnolia tree in full bloom at the parsonage!  
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Christi[n E^ Not_s….          Christi[n E^ Not_s….          Christi[n E^ Not_s….          Christi[n E^ Not_s….          

By Stephanie ShepardsonBy Stephanie ShepardsonBy Stephanie ShepardsonBy Stephanie Shepardson    

 

Confirmation 
May 3rd-4th –                                                    

Hunger Awareness Lock-In 

May 19th –class at 5pm 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
ROAR: Life is Wild, God is good!!          

July 22nd – 26th at St. Luke’s in 

Westborough.  Register before June 

17th for a discount! No registrations   

accepted after July 1st.  

 
Registration forms can be found      
outside Stephanie’s office. We need 
volunteers so let Stephanie know if 
you’re interested!! 

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    
 

Sunday School: 

Teachers needed! Please consider being a 

teacher because our children and youth 

need Sunday School. Even if you’ve never 

taught before, we welcome you to try it 

out! If you have faith in God and want to 

share your faith story, then you can teach! 

Please contact Stephanie at                  

christianed@firstumchurch.com 

 
Children and Youth Sunday – June 16th at 

the 9am service. Reception to follow – 

please let Stephanie know if you can bring 

something to share! 

 
 
Youth Group: 
 
May 3rd-4th –  

Hunger Awareness Lock-In 

May 5th –  

no youth group  

May 12th –  

no youth group – Mother’s Day 

May 19th –  

regular youth group 6:30-8:30pm 

May 26th –  

regular youth group 6:30-8:30pm 
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Permitting Process Under WayPermitting Process Under WayPermitting Process Under WayPermitting Process Under Way    

The Design/Build Subcommittee is in contact       
negotiations with a contractor to do pre-construction 
and construction activities with us on our building 
project, which will create a larger fellowship space 
outside the sanctuary and make the building      
handicap accessible. Our permitting process started 
last week and subcontractors who will bid on our 
project will be in the building doing walkthroughs this 
week. A groundbreaking ceremony will take place on 
Sunday, June 23rd, with a commissioning at        
both services.   

Additional Pledges WelcomedAdditional Pledges WelcomedAdditional Pledges WelcomedAdditional Pledges Welcomed    

The Fundraising and Finance subcommittees report that we have received $2.1 million 
in pledges and unpledged gifts. The most recent project estimate is $2,630,000. As a  
result, we expect to finance $400,000. To lower our loan payments, we are looking for at 
least $120,000 in pledges. So if you haven’t given yet or you’d like give more, your 
pledge is still welcomed and your generosity and support will be appreciated.   

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    

Bring in your quilts for :                             

Mother’s Day , May 12thMother’s Day , May 12thMother’s Day , May 12thMother’s Day , May 12th 

We celebrate folks who have the gift of 

quilt making which is truly a special skill 

and a gift that can be handed down over 

the years.  We will display quilts in church 

for 2 weeks starting on Sunday, May 12th 

and we give thanks for the folks whose 

hands create such lovely artwork.  If your 

quilt has special meaning, please send us a 

short description that we can include in the 

bulletin.  Please contact the office if your 

quilt has a special story to tell no later than 

Tuesday, May 7.     All quilts should be 

delivered to the church by Wednesday, 

May 8. Questions?  Contact Carol         

Cacciapouti @ catch067@gmail.com  



 

 

 

 Outreach News  

15 

Help us to donate 2019 

pairs of socks for the 

homeless in 2019 

Worcester Recovery Spring Party: Sunday, May 5th, 1-3 p.m.  

Will play bingo; bring prizes such as toiletries and cards, stuffed   

animals, snacks/cookies.    

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    

Suit Up for Summer! The Salvation Army of Worcester is sending 55 kids to 
Camp Wonderland this summer, where the kids will be enjoying all the fun    
activities of a traditional summer camp.  Let’s help send the kids off with some 
of the gear they’ll need!  Please take a tag from 
the display at church to donate a swimsuit,  
towel or sunscreen.  Donations are due back at 
FUMC by Sunday, June 2.  Thank you!  Any         
questions, please contact Christine Coffman 
(cddcoffman@comcast.net). 

Blood Drive in Honor of Corinne Sciarappa:     
    
Saturday, May 11, 8:30am- 2:30pm, Congregational 
Church of Westborough.  Please call 1-800-RED CROSS 
or visit redcrossblood.org and enter ‘Corinne’ to schedule 
an appointment.  The church is located at 57 West Main 
Street, Westborough.  Celebrate life and make a difference 
by giving blood!   

11 Easter baskets    

donated to IHN for 

the kids staying at the 

shelter this year!  Made 

possible by your     

generous donations to        

Outreach along with a 

private donation from 

a local company. 
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We want to celebrate 

the  special days           

in your life!    

Contact the church      

office to make sure you 

are on this list.  
Birthdays 

Sandy Campo          1 

Jill Pendleton  2 

Diane Karwoski 2 

Mike Hudnall   3 

Katherine Karwoski 6 

Corinne Messier 8 

Carol Cacciapouti 9 

Dot Zwicker  9 

Josh Rodrique           11 

Bob Benson           12 

Stephen Liccini         12 

Christian Nealon       12 

Yem Reitsma           13 

John Taylor           15 

Katie Machnik           15 

Carl Eberle           16 

Carol Doyle           17 

Janelle Vick           18 

Doug Jones           18 

Naomi Howarth        18 

Olivia Arnold           20 

Jen Hartigan           23 

Cora Hartigan           23 

Lauren Pelser           23 

Kalvin Choi           26 

Stephanie Shepardson 28 

Michael Fields  29 

Kelli Skaff  29 

 

 

                          

Anniversaries 

Ethel and Gurprakash Jaggi  1 

Mike and June Hudnall   5 

Sylvia and Nelson Ball    8 

Bob and Sue Gendron   8 

Kim and Terry Barton   12 

Paul and Susan Graves   13 

Jenn and Rich Murphy   13 

Shelley and Matthew Brownell  19 

Brian and Carol Cacciapouti  21 

Jim and Gina Downing   21 

May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019May, 2019    opsmanager@firstumchurch.com     
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Ubumwe Africa MissionUbumwe Africa MissionUbumwe Africa MissionUbumwe Africa Mission  (oo(oo(oo(oo----boomboomboomboom----way: way: way: way: unityunityunityunity) ) ) )  

God Plants a Seed with Crutches for CongoGod Plants a Seed with Crutches for CongoGod Plants a Seed with Crutches for CongoGod Plants a Seed with Crutches for Congo 

Last month we learned that Mark Neil grew up in Bukavu, DRCongo.  Hence, his love for 
the region and his friendships there! In 2011, after decades spent away from DRC, Mark 
brought his sons Kevin and Ryan to see where Dad grew up.  While there, a physician 
asked Ryan to please ship him crutches when he returned to the U.S., since crutches are      
expensive and difficult to get in Congo - even for a physician in a rehabilitation                
hospital.  Ryan   returned home, organized a crutch-donating event at Westborough High 
School, and    Crutches for CongoCrutches for CongoCrutches for CongoCrutches for Congo was born!  Collecting was easy but shipping the crutches 
was extremely expensive - just as expensive as several roundtrip air tickets, in fact.  So… 
Mark returned to DRC! This time he brought with him his four oldest children, two oversized boxes packed with donated 
crutches, and several suitcases filled with donated clothing and other goods.  And this is how God Planted the SeedGod Planted the SeedGod Planted the SeedGod Planted the Seed    which grew 
to become the Ubumwe trips.  

What is an Ubumwe Trip? Basically, we travel to Rwanda and DRC where we visit with friends and family but fill our luggage 
allocation with much needed medical and educational supplies which we deliver as we go along.  Our hope is to offer friend-
ship, God's love and encouragement, and whatever physical resources we have. We share what we are able to share. The    
lessons we bring back are life changing. Since 2011, God has been using these trips to work many miracles and change 
hearts.  Including mine. - Amy 

Facebook: FUMC Westborough in Africa Email: rwanda.drc@gmail.com 

It is a joy to be part of this ministry.It is a joy to be part of this ministry.It is a joy to be part of this ministry.It is a joy to be part of this ministry.        We look forward to seeing how God’s plans unfold.We look forward to seeing how God’s plans unfold.We look forward to seeing how God’s plans unfold.We look forward to seeing how God’s plans unfold. 

Ombeni, Leonard, Lwabimba, Mark, Diem: Each of 
these lives has been changed in miraculous ways 
since these trips began. 

The boxes might get beat up, but the crutches have always made it to Kigali!  

Transferring the crutches into another vehicle at the border of 

DRC.  We also deliver crutches to multiple facilities in Rwanda.  

Ryan with the physician who initially asked for crutches.  The 

physician said he'd asked many people, but none had ever  

returned.  



Ubumwe Africa MissionUbumwe Africa MissionUbumwe Africa MissionUbumwe Africa Mission  continued….. 

 In 2012, Kara and Jeremiah had no idea...  

 ...that great things were ahead for them!  

Crutches on the roof, luggage in the car!  

Hymn of Promise by Nancy Allen 

In the bulb there is a flower; 

in the seed, an apple tree; 

In cocoons, a hidden promise:                                    
butterflies will soon be free! 

In the cold and snow of winter 

there's a spring that waits to be, 

Unrevealed until its season, 

something God alone can see. 

 

There's a song in every silence, 

seeking word and melody; 

There's a dawn in every darkness,                             
bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future;                              
what it holds, a mystery, 

Unrevealed until its season, 

something God alone can see. 

 

In our end is our beginning; 

in our time, infinity; 

In our doubt there is believing; 

in our life, eternity, 

In our death, a resurrection; 

at the last, a victory, 

Unrevealed until its season, 

something God alone can see. 
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May 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

7:00pm Good 

News Ringers 

2 3  7:00pm AA 

Meeting 

4  10am Praise 

Band 

5 

6:30pm           

Youth Group   

6:30pm Spiritual 

Group 

6 7 

6:30pm Carillon 

Ringers 

7:30pm Joyful 

Sound 

8 

7:00pm Good 

News Ringers 

6:30pm Stephen 

Ministers 

9 10 

7:00pm AA 

Meeting 

11 

10am Praise 

Band 

12   6:30pm 

Spiritual Group 

13 

7:00pm   

Outreach 

14 

6:30pm Carillon 

Ringers 

7:30pm Joyful 

Sound 

15 

7:00pm Good 

News Ringers 

16 

Afterglow 

Luncheon 

11:30am 

17 

7:00pm AA 

Meeting 

18 

10am Praise 

Band 

10am ASP Car 

Wash 

19 

5:30pm            

Confirmation 

6:30pm           

Youth Group   

6:30pm Spiritual 

Group 

20 

9:15am Bible 

Study 

6:30 pm  Third 

Monday Book 

Group 

7:00pm Worship 

Committee 

21 

12:30  Bible 

Study 

6:30pm Carillon 

Ringers 

7:30pm Joyful 

Sound 

22 

7:00pm Good 

News Ringers 

6:30pm Stephen 

Ministers 

23 

7:30pm           

Sanctuary 

Choir/8:15pm 

Jubilate Deo/

Men’s Choir 

24 

7:00pm AA 

Meeting 

25 

10am Praise 

Band 

26 

6:30pm           

Youth Group   

6:30pm Spiritual 

Group 

27 

Office Closed for 

Memorial Day 

28 

12:30  Bible 

Study 

6:30pm Carillon 

Ringers 

7:30pm Joyful 

Sound 

29 

7:00pm Good 

News Ringers 

30 

7:30pm           

Sanctuary 

Choir/8:15pm 

Jubilate Deo/

Men’s Choir 

31 

7:00pm AA 

Meeting 

 

Hunger Awareness Lock-in 

ASP Prep Retreat 



Address Service Requested 

 
 
 
 

Worship Schedule  
Sunday 9:00 AM  and 10:30am   

    

Staff 
Reverend John Wesley Taylor       508-451-5858      pastor@firstumchurch.com                              
  

Reverend Elizabeth Kubota          508-839-3789            ekubotasan@verizon.net  
  
             Minister of Handbell Music          Director of Christian Education       Operations Manager 

                 Cynthia Hamburger                     Stephanie Shepardson                  Gina Downing              

120 West Main Street 

Westborough, MA 01581 

Know   Accept  Share 

First United Methodist Church a Stephen Ministry Congregation                                                   

120 West Main Street                                                                                                                             

Westborough, MA  01581 

Office Hours:     Monday– Thursday:  9:00am– 2:00pm                      Fridays, 9:00am– 12noon 

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, please contact the office @                             

opsmanager@firstumchurch.com. 


