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“Do all the good you can. By all the means you
can. In all the ways you can. In all the places
you can. At all the times you can. To all the
people you can. As long as ever you can.”
John Wesley
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A

loving community of faith is a welcoming church, enfolding in God’s embrace all who
come for worship, for comfort and for community. It is a place that accepts every age, race,
ability and background and respects the needs of every member. A loving church grows and
changes as the world around it grows and changes; adapting, responding and seeking to provide
all that is needed by its congregation and its community.
First United Methodist Church of Westborough (FUMC) has committed itself to these values
since 1799; over two centuries of faithful service in God’s loving grace. Building on our strong
history, today is an exciting time to be a part of FUMC.

With over 300 people in worship each Sunday, our average attendance over the past
several years has increased by more than one-hundred people. While having a growing
congregation is wonderful, the truly exciting part of our ministry is that each week we
endeavor to embody our mission:
Know, accept, and share – We strive to be a church family where individuals come to
know and accept God’s love through Jesus Christ, as well as the gift that God has for
them, and then share that love and those gifts with other church family members, the
community and the world.
With this mission and the teachings of Christ as our foundation, we continue to grow
together in Faith through worship, ministry programs, and mission outreach.

As a vital congregation, FUMC’s ability to offer the Good News of Jesus Christ to future
generations requires our members to make investments in outreach, hospitality and accessibility.
We will ask everyone in the congregation, and those who work in connection with our church, to
think and pray about the kind of gifts they might be willing to pledge to support our mission well
into the future.
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FAITH IN
ACTION

O

ver the years, each successive
generation of FUMC’s congregation
has made sacrifices to keep our church
in step with the evolving needs of our local,
regional and global community. As we
have grown, time and time again, we have
modified and adapted our many sacred
spaces, programs and services.
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In 2012, a group of church members
called the Vital Congregations Task Force
conducted an assessment of FUMC’s
strengths, weaknesses and opportunities.
Among many topics of study, the task
force concluded that there was a clear
need to improve spaces within the church
to accommodate growing programs and
make all areas fully accessible to those
with mobility impairments. Since that
time, FUMC has seen a number of facility
improvements, including adjustments to
youth and classroom spaces, enhanced
technology, and a handicap-accessible
bathroom. However, there are several
critically important improvements that still
need to be made.
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“Through God’s grace ours is a faithful church,
active, engaged and mutually-supportive. Our
community shares generously. Our members of all
ages are caring and respectful. The task before
us will benefit all, providing us with a better, more
suitable place to worship and to learn from and
support one another.”
Pastor John Wesley Taylor
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The church’s current configuration, and the safety of our building
and all who worship here, are priorities that must be addressed.
We Want Everyone to Feel Welcome
•	Our main lobby, narthex and coatroom areas are crowded, narrow and
constricting; we want to meet and greet people in a more welcoming space
by addressing congestion, noise and confusion between Sunday services.
We Want Unrestricted Access to Our Church
•	We have people wanting to join us for worship who see physical barriers
to church functions, the choir room, classrooms, bell choir practice areas
and Webb Hall. Members of our congregation have fallen on the stairs and
many have expressed concerns about the inhospitable layout within our
building and the frustration of trying to manage
the current entry lift.

•	Our restrooms are not handicap-accessible on the
second and basement floors, causing anyone with
a mobility restriction to go to the main level and
through the rear of the sanctuary to use our only
handicap-friendly restroom.
We Must Ensure Our Worship Home is Safe
•	Our church needs to meet current fire code
standards and if we wish to improve the building
we must comply, both to allow accessibility
upgrades and also to ensure the safety of everyone
who uses our facilities.
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“In a time when many churches struggle to keep their doors open, FUMC has thrived.  
I believe we have done so by remaining relevant and constantly updating our mission
focus to serve each other and meet the needs of our community.  Over time, we have
also updated our worship space and meeting rooms in order to support all who use our
building.  The time has come once again for us to respond to the need to modernize our
spaces in order to continue to engage, support and grow our church community.”
Kristine Owen
Our Time To Build Campaign Committee

WE HAVE ONCE AGAIN
REACHED A CROSSROADS
in our long, faithful history of worship
and fellowship, when in order to meet
our mission we must be good stewards
of the gifts we have been given and
take the next step to make ourselves
even more welcoming to all.
For those who love their church, the
time has come to once again invest in
needed improvements.
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I

n light of these pressing needs, the FUMC Board
of Trustees has decided to move ahead with a
carefully considered capital improvement project
that will dramatically enhance our ability to welcome
all people, improve handicap accessibility and bring
our church up to code in fire safety. A Building
Committee, consisting of volunteer leaders of the
church, was formed in 2014 to propose solutions
for these issues. Jim Finger, Chair of the FUMC
Trustees, and Mike Sams, FUMC Lay Leader,
co-chair the group.
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“FUMC is very important in our lives. We have worshiped here for 56 years. Over time, we have
witnessed necessary changes on many fronts. In every instance, the congregation has been
eager to provide the energy, leadership and needed funds to make these changes possible.
We are confident people will once again support God’s work through this important campaign.”
Nelson & Sylvia Ball, Co-Chairs, Our Time To Build Campaign

T

he Building Committee considered many options including the purchase of a new building,
the construction of a new building, and the renovation of the existing building. Ultimately
they decided that the most cost effective and appropriate approach includes the following
upgrades to our current building:

• A Spirit of Welcome
First impressions matter. By expanding and redesigning our
foyer, we will provide a more inviting entry for all. We will
preserve our current “street view” and expand our lobby at the
rear of the building, tripling its size and building an elevator,
coat room and fire-compliant stairwell. The new lobby will
have a beautiful rear-facing entrance, welcoming most people
from where they approach the building.

• Strengthening our Community & Outreach Focus
Our building throws its doors open to a variety of community activities throughout the year.
Webb Hall hosts women’s groups, scout troops, families celebrating baptisms, birthdays or the
cherished lives of loved ones. Bell choir, bible studies, and many other activities take place on the
second floor. Our basement hosts a preschool. And yet, stairs are barriers for many people to
participate in any of these activities. To become more welcoming to people of all ages and
abilities, we will install a much needed interior elevator to service all three floors of the main
building and a secondary lift to service Webb Hall.

• A Safe Place to Gather
Safety is paramount. Building codes have
changed over the years and we will need
to install a system requiring a new water
main, sprinklers and detector conformity
throughout the building to bring all spaces
up to current fire safety standards.
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THE KIND OF INVESTMENT WE NEED THE ESSENTIAL ROLE OF STEWARDSHIP

T

his ambitious and worthwhile effort must be realized through our continued
thoughtful stewardship and generous gift support. While our church operates without
debt, we have no significant cash reserve. As always, major improvements like these
must be financed by gifts from our congregation and others who support our work.

FUMC would not exist today without the faithful stewardship and kindness of its
members. Once again, their generous support will make this new project a reality. Our
hope is to raise the necessary funds entirely through gift support and avoid needing to
obtain a mortgage or loan to finance the capital improvements.
Each of us has different capacities, motivations and commitments for giving. We will
approach this campaign by asking everyone in the congregation, and those who work
in connection with our church, to think and pray about the kind of gifts they might be
willing to pledge over the next three years to help
FUMC achieve these Vital Congregation goals
and to support our mission well into the future.
“Stewardship is the
We pray that you and your family will support
the Our Time To Build Campaign and help our
loving church move faithfully and purposefully
to provide all that is needed for our congregation
and our community.
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careful and responsible
management of
something entrusted
to one’s care.”
The Merriam Webster
Dictionary

A PROUD
HISTORY

O

ur Church is a vibrant congregation with a rich history of trusting God’s guidance,
investing in new visions for ministry, and adapting to the evolving needs of the
community. The story of FUMC began in 1799, when a small group of Methodists
gathered in a local Westborough home for services. After sixty years of sporadic meetings,
two young farm laborers shared a vision of establishing a formal Methodist society in
Westborough. These young men—our ancestors of faith— worked hard, gave generously
toward their vision of ministry, and began holding regular meetings in a local school house.
Their faith, hard work, and conviction lead to the founding of First Methodist Episcopal
Church of Westborough on January 5, 1858.
As the Westborough community developed, we moved from meeting in a school and a
room above a bowling alley to our first housed church on Milk Street. During our stay
there, both our congregation and the town of Westborough grew significantly, transitioning
from a small agricultural community into an emergent manufacturing town.
In order to meet the community’s growing needs and their vision for additional
programming, the congregation required more space. Thus, in 1897 we moved to our
second church home on Church Street (now the Masonic Lodge) where we remained for
nearly seventy years. In the late 1960’s our congregation took a great leap of faith during
a time of growth—selling the building and trusting God to provide a home that could
accommodate our expanding vision. After two years of searching, we finally found the
right plot of land, donated by church members who lived next door to our current location.
Thanks to generous donations of many others, we soon broke ground for our current
building, consecrating the church on October 12, 1969.
FUMC has had many focal points for ministry over the years. Now in the 21st century,
we continue to deepen our commitment to outreach and mission locally, nationally, and
globally. Like our ancestors of faith, we do our best to trust in God’s guidance, invest
ourselves in the vision God is calling us to embody, and adapt to the evolving needs of our
community as we grow together in faith.
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