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Dear Church Family,  

  

How many times have you walked out of the Sunday service and thought "I really love coming here!" or "I loved 
that service!”? Each Sunday, I am reminded how fortunate I am to be part of the dynamic and loving community at 
FUMC.   

  

Every day, I can reflect on the various examples of love in my own life. Loving my family, my profession, brotherly 
love towards others and even loving my weekends! The Bible also has many examples referencing the meaning and 
importance of love. The Greek word "agape" often is translated to “love” in the New Testament. In Luke 10:27 for 
instance, agape is used to describe our love for God. Agape love involves faithfulness, commitment, and a willing 
act. 1 Corinthians famously describes agape love...  

  

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not 
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with 
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres ( 1 Cor 13:4-7 ).  

  

.....this verse describes God as God is love.  

  

"I Love My Church" is this year's Stewardship theme and is a confirmation of your willing commitment to the 
Lord.  On Sept 18th, “I Love My Church” cards were distributed to the congregation and the responses were over-
whelming! It was wonderful to read the heartfelt and thoughtful responses from all ages. Clearly, the love of the 
Lord is abundant at FUMC! 

  

What is there not to LOVE about FUMC? Think of all we have been doing over this last year; locally, nationally, 
internationally.  In living out our LOVE forward, over 160 youth and a team of adults were moved to mission work 
in Appalachia. We provided food, friendship and, through financial giving, continue to support the shelter for those 
families in transition living at the Interfaith Hospitality Network home in Worcester. We reached out to families in 
transition housed within our community by offering transportation, supplies and fellowship. We mission to          
Africa!   We share meals and fellowship each month at Dismas House in Worcester. Thanksgiving baskets! The 
sleeping bag ministry! Samaritan’s Purse/Operation Christmas Child!...the list goes on and on.  

  

This autumn, there is a special opportunity for you to celebrate your Love and willful commitment to The Lord and 
FUMC. We invite you to prayerfully consider what our Church means to the community, to each of us individually 
and to celebrate your commitment to help FUMC fully live out its charge and its mission in our lives and in the 
world. Please send your pledge card back to the Church in the enclosed envelope or bring it with you to church on 
Pledge Sunday, October 30th.   

In Love,  

 

  

Mike Reitsma                        
Finance Chair    

 

  


