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Ephesians:  Sit. Walk. Stand. 

38 – What It Means to Be a Part of the Church  
 
Last time, we read Ephesians 2:19-20 (NIV).  For context, I’d like to review these 
verses and share a quick summary of key points…19  Consequently, you are no 
longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and members            
of God’s household, 20  built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets,             
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  From last time… 
 

What It Means to Be a Part of the Family… 
 

Being a Part of the Family Means that We Used to Be Outsiders—But No More.                 
Now by the grace of God, we Gentiles been grafted into God’s family—                       
not based on anything that we have done, but based wholly on God’s grace.   
 

Being a Part of the Family Means Having a Strong Foundation.   
 

 It’s a foundation built on the apostles. 
 It’s a foundation built on the prophets. 
 It’s a foundation built on Christ Jesus, the chief cornerstone. 

 

Jesus is our cornerstone.  Speaking of Himself, Jesus said, “The stone that the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes.”  Matthew 21:42 (ESV)  Vs. 19-20 describe the church as a 
family.  But now, the analogy changes. Vs. 21-22 (NIV) describe the church as           
a building—a building of which each true believer is a part:  21  In him the                 
whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 
22  And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which                
God lives by his Spirit.  What It Means to Be a Part of the Church…    
 

1. Being a part of the church means being united with other believers.  (Vs. 21a) 
 

In him the whole building is joined together and rises… 
 

With Christ as the chief cornerstone (vs. 20), the Church rises as a building        
under construction, with an emphasis on two things:  Unity and expansion.                  
Unity is emphasized in the phrase “joined together.”  The King James Version  
says “fitly framed together,” and the New Living Translation says “carefully joined 
together.”  The picture is this:  Stones in a wall being harmoniously fused together.   
By way of comparison, those who are not in Christ may be pictured as just a              
heap of stones flung together helter-skelter in a pile of confusion.  By the way,                  
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that was all of us at one point.  But from this rubble, believers are transformed                
by God, and we are perfectly fused into a flawlessly planned wall. 
 

God’s plan for the Church is intense unity.  He dove-tails all of the stones                 
in His wall to one another, and He expects them to embrace one another.                  
What is true of a stone wall is also true of the Church in God’s spiritual wall:  
Unity is the key to strength, while cracks are the forerunners of disaster. 
 

God’s plan for his spiritual family is many people fused together as one in Christ.  
According to God’s plan—which is the only plan that matters—there’s no such 
thing as a Lone Ranger Christian.  I have occasionally heard people say, “I don’t 
need the Church!”   To which I say, “Balderdash!”  When you read the Bible,             
do you ever see God promoting the concept of Lone Ranger Christians?  No!                  
You don’t!  What you see is ONE body with many parts!  “But the church is 
flawed!”  Of course it is!  Why is it flawed?  Because it’s filled with sinners like me 
—and you!  And yet—the concept of The Church is still  God’s Plan A—and there              
is  no Plan B!  So—Knowing that the Church is  amazingly flawed, what are we to do?  
We have two choices:  We can be angry cynics who constantly criticize every flaw!  
(And there are many!)  Or we can love the Church that Jesus loves—and seek to             
be instruments for change.  I sincerely hope you’ll choose the second option.                     
 

The term rises emphasizes expansion.  The Church is an unfinished cathedral,  
and it will continue to be built until the final day when Jesus comes again.              
Only then will the capstone be affixed.  In the meantime, God expects His     
Church to rise and grow.  Unity is good, but it’s not enough.  Some churches               
are close-knit cliques which resist the inclusion of newcomers.  That’s not right!  
This wall is to be unified—but also growing.  New followers of Christ should                 
be joyfully welcomed into our part of the wall.  What It Means to Be a Part of                
the Church… 

 

2. Being a part of the church means being a holy temple.  (Vs. 21b) 
 

…to become a holy temple in the Lord. 
 

The Church is “holy”—which means it is set apart unto God.  The Church is not a 
club—like the Rotary Club or the Lion’s Club or the Boy Scouts.  The Church              
is the bride of Christ, and as such, it’s special! 

Even as no building could compare in importance to the temple of old, no other 
institution or organization on earth comes close to being co-equal to the Church. 
No other temple in history was built like Israel’s.  Did you know that the temple 
was constructed in silence out of reverence and respect for God?  All of the 
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temple’s blocks were dressed at the quarry to assure that “no hammer, chisel or any 
other iron tool was heard at the temple site while it was being built.” 1 Kings 6:7 (NIV)  
 

Massive stones were silently set in place exactly as brought from the quarry.               
This is unparalleled in architecture.  No other temple was built in this silent way. 
Even as the stones were set in place, it was as though the workers were quietly 
whispering, “Holy, Holy, Holy…”  Imagine watching a building being built for 
seven years, and hearing no chiseling and no hammering.  What eloquence!                 
All who watched the temple rise in majesty must have been profoundly affected 
with a deep sense of awe as they saw the work proceed day after day, month after 
month, year after year—in absolute silence.  No other building in the world was 
like it.  This building was holy—it was set apart unto the only One who is worthy 
of such reverence. 
 

The Church is also holy—we who are in Christ are set apart unto God.  By the 
way, when I say “The Church” in this context, I’m not talking about bricks and 
mortar, and I’m not talking about an institution.  I’m talking about those who 
are truly God’s people.  We are the Church!  And like the Jewish temple, the 
living Church is uniquely being constructed in the Lord.  Even as the people of 
Jerusalem could see the construction of the temple, but not the preparation of              
its stones, people today can see the Church of God grow, but they cannot see               
the work which makes us holy because that is a work of God’s Spirit deep in           
the hearts of God’s people. 
 

God’s living temple, the Church, is still being silently built.  Within the hearts of 
men and women, in the depths of our innermost selves, change is being wrought 
in each individual stone.  No one can see or hear that which is going on inside a 
human heart when God creates new life within us, but it’s real!  Some things we 
can see:  We can see these living stones stir the baptismal waters; we can see              
God write people’s names on the membership role of Parkway Baptist Church; 
and we can see people’s lives change.  But the initial work of the Holy Spirit is 
done in private—somewhere deep within the quarry of lostness.  God goes to the 
rubble of useless rocks, He chooses stones for Himself, He breathes life into them,               
and He chisels them before they are brought into public view in the wall.                    
This private work, done in the Lord one individual at a time, is precisely                       
what makes the Church holy.  The people of God are set apart unto God!     
What It Means to Be a Part of the Church… 

3. Being a part of the church means being the              dwelling place of God.  (vs. 
22) 

 

And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God  
lives by his Spirit. 
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Yes, we Gentiles are also included in the walls of this building. “The dividing wall              
of hostility” previously excluded us from the Jerusalem temple, but now we are 
included in the wall of God’s new temple, the Church.  Note the emphasis on                   
the Trinity:  “In him” refers to Jesus, “God” points to the Father, and “his Spirit,” 
refers to the Holy Spirit.  The latter reminds us that each individual believer                     
is a temple of the Holy Spirit.  1 Corinthians 6:18-20 (NIV) says the same thing:                
18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, 
but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. 19 Do you not know that your      
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from   
God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God             
with your body.   
 

My guess is this:  Some of us are not fleeing sexual immorality at all.  Could it             
be that some of us are actually pursuing sexual immorality, then telling ourselves 
that it’s OK?  It’s never OK!  Choosing sexual sin instead of trusting God’s plan 
for your life will never be OK!  So what’s the problem with sexual immorality?  
Why is this such a big deal?!  It’s more than just “breaking the rules.”  With God, 
it’s always about the heart.  If you are in Christ, the Holy Spirit resides within 
you!  Note the word Holy—the Holy Spirit!  When you’re involved in sexual 
immorality, you take the Holy Spirit with you everywhere you go!  Why?  Because              
in Christ, you are a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit!  You are not                  
your own!  You belong to Him—and He lives within you! 
 

You’ve probably heard of Habitat for Humanity—the group that builds houses 
for needy people.  As good as that is—there’s something far better:  The Church is    
a Habitat for Divinity.  The greatest glory of the Church is that we are “a dwelling 
in which God lives by his Spirit.”    
 

The Jewish temple’s most memorable hours were when God obviously manifested 
Himself there, thus proving that it truly was His habitation.  When God first   
took up residence in the Tabernacle, He filled it with so much of His own glory 
that Moses could not even enter!  When Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu 
irreverently “offered strange fire” in the tabernacle, fire went forth from God          
and devoured them—see Leviticus 10.    
 

When the temple was dedicated, Yahweh so filled the temple with His glory                
that priests were overwhelmed and were forced to flee.  Also in the temple,  
Isaiah “saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up.”  Isaiah 6:1 (NKJV)    
 

As these illustrations show, God wants it to be known where His habitation is.                 
Do you see the parallel?  The people who make up the Church are God’s new 
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temple!  As such, there should be a hunger among us for God to make His glory 
obvious to all—through us!  Our desire should be for God’s glory to burn 
brightly through us as individuals and as a fellowship of believers!  If we’re              
on track with God, He should receive glory through us!   
 

Today, God does not dwell in a tangible structure, but rather, in the midst of      
His people.  For three hundred years, we Christians had no buildings of our own.       
But today, we need to be reminded often:  We are the temple of God!   
 

Few sights are sadder than a church which gives no evidence of being a habitat   
of God.  A dwelling place with no sign of inhabitants is a pitiful sight.  Such a 
place has lost its soul.  Where children played, mice now scurry.  Where Dad 
hung wallpaper, wasps now build nests.  Mom’s dust-free windowsills now 
support spider-webs.  An empty house is pathetic, for the glory of any house              
is not in the structure itself, but in the fact that it is a place for habitation! 
 

Brothers and sisters, when we gather, how do we see ourselves?  Do we see 
ourselves as the dwelling place of God?  And in all that happens when we                 
gather for worship, have you sensed an intimacy between yourself and God? 
 

As the people of God gather, things should be happening among us which can only                  
be attributed to God!  Evidence that God is among us should be abundant!               
People should be saved in this place!  The baptismal waters should be stirred 
often!  The offering plate should evidence a generosity which is nothing short                
of miraculous!  The preaching should be anointed!  Our singing should reveal                  
a sense of awe for the One we worship!  We’ve all been in churches where the 
worship was dead.  Some worship services seem better suited for a funeral         
than for a celebration of a resurrected Savior!  While quality music does help,               
the bottom line is our hearts!  Our singing should have such vitality that God                
Himself would want to sing with us! 
 

God ought to feel comfortable among us in this place.  Being His dwelling place, 
we should do nothing which would make Him not feel at home!  But only when 
the temple is holy can God truly be at home among us.  Let nothing displease            
the Lord as He comes here to be a part of our worship.     
I trust that the following prayer reflects the sincere desires of us all:   
 

“Oh, God, we want to be your home!  Loving hearts await You here.                                      
Lips free from profanity and dishonesty sing of You here.  Lives free of malice 
yearn for You here.  Come, Lord Jesus.  Fill our hearts, and fill this place!”   
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Is this truly the prayer of your heart?     
 

***Let’s Pray***  [Would you pray silently as I lead you aloud in                             
the prayer that I just shared?  Please pray from your heart…] 


