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When a Muslim with whom he was speaking slighted Christ, nineteenth-century missionary
Henry Martyn declared that he could not endur e existence if Jesus wereto be continually
dishonored. Hisattitudeisreminiscent of David’s, when David declared that “the insults of
those who insult you fall on me.” psaim 69:9 (N1vV) When the Lord isinsulted and dishonor ed,
those who love Him feel the pain of those insults and dishonor.

Nothing in all of history could possibly match the scorn and defamation that sinful, rebellious
men inflicted upon Jesus during Hisincarnation. We learned about some of thisin last week’s
message. But today, in Philippians 2:9-11 (NasB) we'll learn about the magnificent and
unequaled exaltation that the Father then bestowed on the Son. No passage of Scripture more
beautifully portraysthe height of exaltation experienced by Jesus Christ than does this passage.
Let’sread these versesnow. In fact, let’sread these ver ses aloud together in unison. Ready?

® For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above
every name, '° so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and
on earth and under the earth, * and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

It was because of “the joy set before Him” that Christ “endured the cross, despising the shame,
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:2 (NASB)

L ast week, aswe considered Philippians 2:5-8, Paul established that the practical result of
believersfollowing Jesus example of humility isunity in the church.

In thisday of overwhelming pride, self-love, and self-promotion—even among many professing
Christians—it’simportant to under stand that “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled.”
Matthew 23:12 (NIV) A self-righteous Pharisee prayed, ** “God, | thank you that I am not like other
men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. *? | fast twice a week and give
atenth of all I get.” Luke18:11-12 (NIv) In reality, he was praying merely to himself, not to God.

Because he exalted himself, God would humble him. But just assurely as God gives graceto
the humble, He opposes the proud. But for those who follow Jesus” example of humility, whose
attitudeis “the same as that of Christ Jesus,” philippians 2:5 thereis promise of great reward. Like
their Master, they will be exalted by their heavenly Father. James said, “Humble yourselves
before the Lord, and he will exalt you.” James4:10 (ESV)

And Peter wrote: Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the
proper time he may exalt you. 1 Peter 5:6 (ESV)

Philippians 2:9-11 isnot just a picture of the exaltation of Christ. It isalso a profound
illustration of the immeasurable blessing that God offersto those who are His obedient and
humble servants. By God’s matchless grace, just as believers are humbled with Christ,




we also will be glorified with Christ. Jesusprayed for us, saying, “The glory which You have
given Me | have given to them...” John 17:22 (NASB)

Our humble, incarnate Savior had now been exalted as the almighty, sovereign Lord. Because

of this, wewho arein Christ have the assurance that our redemption iscertain and our placein
heaven issecure. Thismorning, let’slearn about the exaltation of our Savior. Let’slearn about
why Jesusisworthy of our wor ship!

I The Source of Christ’s Exaltation. (Vs. ga)

For this reason also, God highly exalted Him...

The phrase For this reason also refersback to Jesus humiliation asdescribed in vs. 6-8. His
exaltation wasfor “the joy set before Him” that He “endured the cross, despising the shame, and
has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” Hebrews 12:2 (NASB) The way to exaltation is
always through humility. If this principle was true for the Son of God, how much more true is
it for us?

The phrase highly exalted means simply “to lift up; to raise up.” God the Father lifted up His
beloved Son in the most magnificent way possible. There are four aspects regarding how

Jesus was lifted up...

o First, Jesus was lifted up from the dead.

When the women came to the tomb wher e Jesus had been buried, an angel said to them,
He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. Mark 16:6 (ESV)

e Second, Jesus was lifted up in the ascension.

When the Lord appeared to Mary Magdalene after Hisresurrection He said to her,

“Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father.” John 20:17 (ESv) L ater, after
He had given last instructionsto the eleven on the Mount of Olives, As they were looking on,
he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. Acts1:9 (ESV)

o Third, Jesus was lifted up in His coronation.

Jesus was exalted to becomethe King of kingsand Lord of Lords. Peter testified to the
Sanhedrin that God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might
give repentance and forgiveness of sins to Israel. Acts5:31 (NIV)

Asa myriads of wor shipers around the heavenly throne will one day declare: “Worthy is the
Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory
and blessing...The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ,
and he shall reign forever and ever.” Revelation 5:12, 11:15 (ESV)

o Fourth, Jesus was lifted up as High Priest.

It isfrom this position, that still today, Jesus continually inter cedes for believers. Jesus, who
died and wasraised from the dead, “is at the right hand of God...also intercedes for us.”



Romans 8:34 (NASB) Think of it: 1f you arein Christ, Jesusispraying for you at thisvery
moment. Not only that, but on the wor st moment of your wor st day, Jesus—who is seated
at theright hand of God—uwill be continually praying for you!

For the most part, Jesus exaltation involved therestoration of what He had eternally
possessed before Hisincarnation. In HisHigh Priestly Prayer, Jesusimplored: And now,
Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. John 17:5
(NIv) In Hisexaltation, He was not, of cour se, any more divine or perfect than before. You
cannot get any more perfect than perfect. But because of Hisredemptive work, the Father
bestowed upon the Son even mor e honor than He had before. The exaltation of Jesuswasthe
Father giving the Son the honor that He could only receive only after Hisredemptive sacrifice,
which Jesus made in obedience to the Father’swill.

Included in Jesus’ authority and power isthereality that Jesusis also the final Judge. %
Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, ?*that all may
honor the Son just as they honor the Father. John 5:22-23 (N1V)

Every believer will “appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what
is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.” 2 Corinthians 5:10 (NI1V)
For thejoy set before Him, Jesus became not only the sacrifice for our sins, but also our
High Priest and Judge.

2. The Title of Christ’s Exaltation. (Vs.gb)

...and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name...

Bestowed isfrom isfrom a Greek word which conveystheidea of “giving freely and generously.”
The Father conferred upon the Son the name which is above every name. Jesus so completely
satisfied the Father in fulfilling the work of Hisincarnation, and in providing redemption, that
He generously granted Him thisexalted title. Thisnameisincomparable—it isthe superlative
of superlatives.

Paul does not reveal the name which isabove every name until vs. 11, where he declaresthat
“every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is LORD.” Lord isthetitle of authority, honor,
power, and sover eignty. One day this exalted name will be expanded to “King of kings and
Lord of lords.” Revelation 19:16 (N1v) Obviously Lord, used in the sense of ultimate authority

and command, ranksover all other names. Whoever isLord—isLord over everyone else—
which isprecisely the point. Jesus is Lord over all.

3+ The Response to Christ’s Exaltation. (Vs.io-ua)

...S0 that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord...

Ultimately, whether by choice or by force, every creature, human and angelic, will submit
toJesusChrist asLord. Every kneewill bow, just as|saiah had prophesied some seven

hundred yearsearlier. Through him the Lord declared, ? Turn to Me and be saved, all the
ends of the earth. For | am God, and there is no other. > By Myself | have sworn; Truth has



gone from My mouth, a word that will not be revoked: Every knee will bow to Me, every tongue
will swear allegiance. |saiah 45:22-23 (HCSB)

Those who will submit to the authority of Jesus Christ will comprise three groups:

o First will be those who are in heaven, which will include the holy angels and
the redeemed believers of all ages.

e Second will be those who are on earth, both redeemed and unredeemed.

The redeemed will continue our wor ship of Jesusthat began when we wer e saved. At this same
time, however, though unwilling and terrified, the unredeemed will also be forced to bow their
kneesbefore Him.

o Third will be those who are under the earth, including the fallen angels and the
unredeemed dead who are awaiting final judgment and eternal punishment.

Revelation 20:11-13 (N1v) is perhaps the most frightening passage in all of Scripture. It depicts
the ultimate fate of the unredeemed: ! Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on
it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 2 And | saw the dead,
great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened,
which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the
books. *3 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were
in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done.

The centrality of the lordship of Jesus Christ isabundantly clear. Inthe New Testament,
Jesus is called Lord some 747 times. In the book of Acts, Heisreferred to as Savior only
twice, but asLord 92 times. Thefirst known creed of the early church was “Jesus is Lord!”

Thelordship of Jesus Christ isthe very essence of Christianity and the necessary confession of
anyone who desiresto be saved.

Jesusis Savior so that Hemay be Lord, and Hewill not save those for whom He cannot be
Lord. Merely professing Jesus as L ord without actually allowing Him to be Lord of your lifeis
worthless. Early in His ministry Jesusdeclared: ** “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. %
Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your
name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 2 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” Matthew 7:21-23 (NIV)

W. H. Griffith Thomas, the co-founder of Dallas Theological Seminary, wrote:

“The Lordship of Christ over thelives of His people wasthe very purpose for which Jesus
died and rose again. We have to acknowledge Christ asour Lord. Sinisrebellion, and it is
only aswe surrender to Him as Lord that wereceive our pardon from Him asour Savior.”

AJLQ The Purpose of Chirist’s Exaltation. (Vs. ub)

...to the glory of God the Father.



Aswith everything in the saga of redemption, The purpose of Jesus’ exaltation is the glory of
God the Father. To proclaim the sovereign lordship of His Son isthe greatest glory that can be

given to God the Father. Jesus universal acknowledgment as L ord does not makethe Father
jealous. Instead, thisisthe supreme objective of the Father’swill. Herein, of course, isa great
mystery—the mystery of the Trinity. The three Personsare but one God, wholly united and
indivisible. They never compete, and they never disagree. Men thereforearenot called to
wor ship God through Jesus; rather, we are called to wor ship Jesus as God.

Jesus explained that *! “The time has come for the Son of Man to enter into his glory, and God
will be glorified because of him. ¥ And since God receives glory because of the Son, he will soon
give glory to the Son. John 13:31-32 (NLT)

Throughout all eternity, the Father will continue to say of the exalted Lord Jesus: “This is
My beloved Son, in whom | am well-pleased.” Matthew 3:17 (NASB)

Jesus is Lord. The question is, “Is Jesus your Lord?” 1t’snot enough to just say it with
your lips. For those who aretruly saved, it isthereality of their lives.

/s Jesus truly Lord of your life? What would Jesus say?



