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3 — ANDREW: The Inconspicuous Apostle

Peter’s brother Andrew isthe least-known of the four disciplesin theinner circle
of discipleswhich also included Peter, James, & John. Although Andrew was
apart of thisinner circle, the vast majority of thetime, Andrew wasin the
background. At the sametime, there sno question that Andrew had a close
relationship with Christ, because he was often the means by which other people
wer e personally introduced to the Master.

Andrew wasthefirst of the disciples called by Jesus. In just a bit, we're gonna
read about Jesus' call of Andrew. And aswe shall soon see, Andrew was
responsible for introducing Peter—his more dominant brother—to Jesus.
Andrew’s eagernessto follow Christ, along with his zeal for introducing
othersto Christ, wastypical of Andrew’s personality.

Andrew and Peter were originally from the village of Bethsaida, which wasin
thenorthern region of Galilee. At some point, they relocated to thelarger city
of Capernaum wherethey started a fishing business. Andrew and Peter had
probably been lifelong friends with another set of fisherman—James and John,
the sons of Zebedee. At some point, these two sets of brothers had apparently
become partnersin afishing business. And so, it was quite natural that this
foursome formed a cohesive unit within the Twelve.

However, at least three of them apparently wanted to lead the Twelve.

We saw last week that Peter became the most dominant one within the group,
and hewas usually the spokesman for all twelve—perhaps at times, whether the
rest of them liked it or not. Their eagernessto lead—which caused a variety of
clasheswhen all of them wer e together—ultimately became very valuable when
these men went their separate ways as apostlesin the early church. Jesuswas
training them for leadership, and in the end, all four of them filled impor tant
leader ship rolesin the early church.

But—of the four within theinner circle, Andrew wastheleast prominent.
Scripture doesn’t tell usvery much about him. You can practically count on
your fingersthe number of timesthat Andrew is mentioned specifically in the
Gospels. In fact, apart from those placesin which all of the disciples’ names
arelisted, Andrew’s name appearsin the New Testament only ninetimes.
Most of those references simply mention him in passing.



Andrew lived most of hislifein the shadow of his better-known brother.

In many caseslikethis, resentment, sibling rivalry, or even estrangement are
common. But such was not the casewith Andrew. Thereisno evidencein
Scripturethat Andrew begrudged Peter’s prominence. Again, it was Andrew
who brought Peter to Jesusin thefirst place. Andrew was well-awar e of
Peter’stendency to dominate. And yet, Andrew brought Peter to Jesus
anyway. Thisfact alone says something about Andrew’s character.

Of all thedisciplesin theinner circle, Andrew appearsto betheleast
contentious and the most thoughtful. Aswe learned last time, Peter tended

to berash, undisciplined, and impetuous. James and John wer e nicknamed
“Sons of Thunder” for areason. They were also the oneswho provoked many
of the arguments about who wasthe greatest. But there’'snot a hint of anything
like this recorded in Scripture about Andrew. Whenever Andrew spoke—
which wasrarein Scripture—he always said the right thing. . .not the wrong
thing. Whenever Andrew’s nameisexpressly mentioned in Scripture, heis
always commended for what he does. Thisis proof positive that one doesn’t
haveto bein the spotlight to be an effective leader.

John’s Gospel describes Andrew’sfirst meeting with Jesus. It took place
in the wilder ness, where John the Baptist was preaching repentance.

John recordsthisincident as an eyewitness. John was obviously the other
disciple mentioned in thisaccount. So let’slook at Jesus' call of Andrew:

**The next day John [the Baptist] was there again with two of his disciples.

% When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” * When the
two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. *Turning around, Jesus saw
them following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which
means Teacher), “where are you staying?”” * “Come,” he replied, “and you will
see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him.

It was about the tenth hour. ** Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two
who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. ** The first thing
Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the
Messiah” (that is, the Christ). “* And he brought him to Jesus. John 1:35-42 (NIV)

Please note thefirst thing that Andrew did upon being called to follow Jesus.
He went, found Peter, “And he brought him to Jesus.” Most of what Andrew
did in serving Jesus was not flamboyant. In fact, one could accurately say
that Andrew wasthe inconspicuous apostle. Let’slearn about. . .



Servant Ministry—Andrew-Style
What can we learn from thisreserved, behind-the-scenes apostle
about the value of quiet, inconspicuous, servant-ministry?

1. Andrew Saw the Value of Individual People.

When it cameto dealing with people, Andrew fully appreciated the value of a
single soul. Andrew was known for bringing individuals, not crowds, to Jesus.
Almost every time we see Andrew in the Gospel accounts, heisbringing
someoneto Jesus. In addition to Andrew bringing Peter to Jesus, here’' sanother
example, found in John 12:20-22 (NLT) 22 Some Greeks who had come to Jerusalem
for the Passover celebration # paid a visit to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in
Galilee. They said, “Sir, we want to meet Jesus.” “* Philip told Andrew about it,

and they went together to ask Jesus.

It’ssignificant that when these men approached Philip, hetook them to Andrew,
and with Andrew’s help, they introduced them to Jesus. Why didn’t Philip

just take them to Jesus himself? Perhaps Philip wastimid, or maybe he wasn’t
confident enough in hisown relationship with Christ. Or maybe, Philip wasn't
sureif Jesuswould want to seethem. At any rate, Philip knew that Andrew was
good at introducing individualsto Christ. Andrew under stood that Jesuswould
want to meet anyone who wanted to meet Him.

Apparently, Andrew was very comfortable introducing peopleto Jesus,
because he did it so often. In John 1, he brought Peter to Christ, which made
him the first home missionary. In John 12, he brought some Greeksto Christ,
making him thefirst international missionary.

Can | tell you what |’ve observed over yearsand years of ministry?

The most effective evangelism usually takes place on an individual, personal
level. A majority of people do not cometo Christ asan immediate response to
a sermon they hear. Most cometo Christ because of the influence of another
individual—because of the influence of someonelikeyou. In most cases,
people who cometo Christ tell usthat their conversion wasdue primarily to
thetestimony of a coworker, a neighbor, arelative, or afriend. It’sobvious
that the most effective means of bringing peopleto Christ is One person at a
time, person-to-person. Let’sput thistothetest: If you know Christ, and if
you came to know Christ through the influence of one moreindividualsrather
than through a crusade service or something similar—please raise your hand—

and keep it raised. Good—Ilook around you. You see all of those hands?



Here' swhat | want todo: If you raised your hand, | want to send Tim or Tom
to you with a microphone.

In just a single sentence, I’'d like you shar e the following:
Who is the primary person whom God used to bring you to Jesus?

| find it interesting that both Andrew and Peter had evangelistic hearts,

but their methods wer e very different. Peter preached at Pentecost, and 3,000
wer e added to the church that day. Nothingin Scriptureindicatesthat Andrew
ever preached to a crowd of people. But again, be reminded that Andrew
brought Peter to Christ. So—in one sense, everyone who cameto Christ
through Peter was—ultimately, the fruit of Andrew’s personal witness.

God often worksthat way. . .

Few have ever heard of Edward Kimball. Hisnameisafootnotein church
history. But—Kimball wasthe Sunday School teacher who led renowned
American evangelist Dwight L. M oody [picTurg] to Christ in the late 1800's.
Kimball went one afternoon to the Boston shoe store wher e the 19-year-old

M oody was wor king. He cornered Moody in a stock room, and there,
heintroduced him to Christ. Kimball wasthe antithesisof Moody. Kimball
was a timid, soft-spoken man. He went to that shoe store frightened, trembling,
and unsureif he had enough courage to confront Moody with the Gospel.

At that time, Moody was crude and brazen. Hereishow Kimball recalled

this scenario yearslater in a biography about Dwight L. M oody:

| decided to speak to Moody about his soul. | started downtown to Holton’s
shoe store. | thought maybe my mission might embarrass the boy, that when
the other clerks asked who | was, they might taunt Moody and ask if | was trying
to make a good boy out of him. While | was pondering it all, | passed the store
without noticing. So when | found | had gone by the door, | determined to

make a dash for it and have it over at once. And so...When | found him in the
stock room, | spoke with limping words. | never could remember just what |

did say—something about Christ and his love. Truly, it was a weak appeal,

but then and there, Moody gave his heart to Christ.

Dwight L. Moody was used mightily by God as an evangelist in both America
and England. Tensof thousands cameto Christ because of hisministry.
Among Moody’s many convertswas C.T. Studd [picTurRE] who became a
great missionary. Studd isthe one who penned the now famouswords. . .
“Only one life, ‘twill soon be past. Only what’s done for Christ will last.”



Kimball-M oody-Studd. . .thousands more. Moody also formed the Moody Bible
Institute wher e thousands of missionaries, evangelists, and other Christian

wor kershave been trained for over a century, and sent out all over theworld.
All of thisbegan when one individual faithfully introduced another individual

to Christ. Thisisalsotheway that Andrew operated—one-on-one, life-on-life.
Thereisgreat valuein befriending one individual—and then with God’ s help—
bringing that individual to Christ.

2.  Andrew Saw the Value of (Seemingly) Insignificant Gifts.

Some people appreciate the value of the small thingsin life. Andrew fit this

category. Thiscomesthrough clearly in the feeding of the five thousand.

At the feeding of the five thousand, all the other discipleswere at alossasto
how to obtain food for the multitude before them. Then there was Andrew.

Let’sread thisaccount in John 6:

>When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to
Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?” ® He asked this only
to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. ’ Philip answered
him, “Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have

a bite!”” ® Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up,
S“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish. . .”” John 6:5-9 (NIV)

Andrew could see the multitude of people surrounding them aswell as anyone.
He knew that five loaves of bread plustwo Filet-O-Fish sandwiches would not
be nearly enough to feed everyone. And yet, somehow, someway, Andrew had
enough faith to bring this boy—and his sack lunch—to Jesus. Andrew did the
best he could with that which was available. Something inside him seemed to
under stand that no gift isinsignificant when touched by the Master’s hand.
Let’s continuethe narrative:

1% Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place,
and the men sat down, about five thousand of them. ™ Jesus then took the loaves,
gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted.
He did the same with the fish. **When they had all had enough to eat, he said

to his disciples, “Gather the pieces that are left over. Let nothing be wasted.”
13S0 they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the pieces of the five
barley loaves left over by those who had eaten. John6:10-13 (NIV)

No gift isever insignificant when it’sgiven to Jesus! It wastruein that day,
and it’s still truetoday. What if the boy with the fish and loaves had said,
“No! 1I’m not gonna give what | have cause there’s no way it’ll be enough!”



Little becomes much when touched by the Master’s hand. It’s not the greatness
of the gift that counts—but rather—the greatness of the God to whom it’s given.
God used Andrew to set the stage for this miracle because of hisfaith.

3. Andrew Saw the Value of Inconspicuous People.

There arethose people who won’t play in the band unlessthey can play the
biggest drum. James and John had that tendency. So did Peter. But not
Andrew. Andrew isnever mentioned in the debate about who'sthe greatest.
Andrew was mor e concer ned with bringing peopleto Jesusthan about who
got the credit.

Andrew isthevery picture of those who labor quietly, in humble places,

“not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the
will of God from the heart.” Ephesians6:6 (NKJV) Andrew was one of thoserare
people who was willing to play second fiddle, happily serving in a support role.
Hedidn’t mind remaining hidden as long as God’ s wor k was accomplished.

There are many people at Parkway who arejust like Andrew. 1I’'m talking
about people who love Jesus, who love people, and who really don’t clamor

for attention. They just want to be surethat God’swork isaccomplished.
Whilewe are blessed at Parkway to have a number of these types of servants—
morethan | can mention—I do want to mention a few:

Frank Connor. Frank hasthe heart of a servant. Frank and Pinky come every
week to help count the offering and preparethe bank deposit. Frank recently
fixed a messed up toilet at the church—why? Because it needed to be fixed.
A few weeks ago, Frank called us after temperatures dropped and we had

an influx of dead bugsall over the church. Frank asked us if he could come
and clean up the bugs befor e people came to church. Frank—thank you.

Jeff Stubley. Some of you don’t know Jeff. Jeff isnot here on Sundays because
of hisjob. But every Wednesday night for mor e than a decade, Jeff has
ministered to our children in Awana. Also—have you noticed the church

mar quise sign out front? And have you noticed that every week, the message
on the sign changes? Thoselettersdon’t changed themselves! Every week

for morethan a decade, Jeff Stubley has changed the message on the sign.

Jeff isa servant of God.

Missy Hacker. Missy isone of several volunteerswho run the Power Point

during wor ship services. Theonly timethat people ever notice the Power Point
or the sound—iswhen something goeswrong. That you are not awar e of Missy
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during thewor ship serviceisatributeto the quality of her work. Missy also
loves and caresfor our babiesin thenursery. How important is nursery work?
Ask any parent of one of those babies—and you’ll know. One more;

Donna Frederick. God has gifted Donna such that she serves Christ both

on stage—and off. You get to hear Donna’son stage ministry as she playsthe
piano and sings. How long has Donna played the piano at Parkway? So long
that nobody can remember for sure! That’salongtime. But what many of you
don’t seeisthe ministry God does through Donna behind the scenes. Without
Donna’s help, we would still be communicating through carrier pigeonsinstead
of email messages. Donna has given countless hours of her timeto help set up
the church’s computer network, wirelessinternet, and much more. Every time
somebody’s computer malfunctions, you know who we call? Donna Frederick.

Thank you, Donna, for the way you servethe Lord at Parkway.

Thistype of quiet serviceis something that more Christians today would

dowell tolearn. TheBible cautions usagainst seeking roles of prominence.
Listen to what Jesustaught hisdisciples. “If anyone wants to be first, he shall be
last of all and servant of all.”” mark 9:35 (NasB) It takes a special kind of person to
lead with the heart of a servant—someone like Andrew. Asfar aswe know,
Andrew never preached to the multitudes. And he never wrote an epistle.

In fact, there' s no mention of Andrew after Pentecost. Whatever hisrole was
in the early church, heremained behind the scenes.

Eusebius, the ancient church historian, said that Andrew took the Gospel north.
Eusebius also said that Andrew died in Achaia, which isin Greece, near Athens.
One account said that Andrew had led the wife of a Roman governor to Christ,
which infuriated her husband. When the governor’swife refused to recant her
faith in Christ, her husband the gover nor—crucified Andrew. And so, Andrew
continued to bring peopleto Christ to the very end.

Andrew’slegacy isan examplefor us—a legacy that remindsusthat in effective
ministry, it’sthelittlethings that count—thingslike bringing individual people
to Jesus; thingslike recognizing supposedly insignificant gifts; thingslike
recognizing the value of inconspicuous people. God delightsin such things,
because He has?' . . .chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise,

and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong. ? God has
chosen what is insignificant and despised in the world—what is viewed as
nothing—to bring to nothing what is viewed as something, % so that no one

can boast in His presence. 1 Corinthians 1:27-29 (HCSB)




| thank God for the example of Andrew—the Apostle who did the little behind-
the-scenes things in a bigway. For the glory of God, may we do the same.



