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EAST NAPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  - JULY 2017 

Dear Friends, 

As our service to East Naples UMC comes to a close, Elaine 
and I want to thank you again for your support of our 
ministry here.   There were many changes during the sev-
en years that we were here.  We appreciate your patience 
in helping to work through those changes.  Thank you so 
much for the farewell party and for all the cards and gifts 
that we received.  As Pastor Jacquie arrives, please give 
her the love and support that she needs to begin her min-
istry at ENUMC.  We love you, we will miss you, and come 
visit us in Zephyrhills. Our parsonage address is: 
    38904 Fifth Avenue 
   Zephyrhills, FL 33542 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   Yours in Christ, 

   Jim and Elaine 

Church Calendar 

July 2 
Introducing 

Pastor Jacquie Leveron 
 

July 4 
Independence Day 

Office Closed 
 

July 10-15 
Warren Willis  

Summer Camp 
 

July 12 
Worship Committee 

 
July 23 

Administrative Council 
 

July 30 
5th Sunday 

Florida UM Children’s Home 
 
 
 
 

 



Meet Our  

Director of  

Congregational Care  

 

Ric Simmonds was born and raised in Geneva, NY, which is in 
the heart of the Finger Lakes Region.  He graduated from the 
University of Buffalo in 1971 with a BS in Medicinal Chemis-
try.  During his working career he was employed by Sandoz 
Pharmaceuticals, Eastman Kodak and then retired from 
Johnson and Johnson in Rochester, NY in 2003.  In October, 
2007 he and his wife Barb came to Naples, Florida to stay for 
a year since their first grandson had been born in Ft Lauder-
dale. Just before leaving Rochester, Barb was diagnosed with 
terminal liver cancer and died 1 month after arriving in Na-
ples. Ric found himself alone in a new town and reached out 
to AVOW Hospice for help through their Bereavement Group. He also decided to visit a nearby church, 
Emmanuel Lutheran, for support. After talking with the pastor, Ric was invited to have a Stephen Minister 
who “walked” with Ric for a year and helped him work through his grief. The church provided Ric with a 
“welcoming family” and he soon was working in the kitchen serving dinners on Wednesday nights and 
helping with the Youth Groups. A person at the church suggested he volunteer to work at Habitat for Hu-
manity which led to a four year daily "volunteer" experience. The second day on the job he met a home-
owner, Regina Rhodes, who became his companion ever since. Stephen Ministry is a passion for Ric and 
he decided to become a Stephen Minister himself in 2009 and later, in 2010, to be trained as a Stephen 
Leader.  He currently has three Care Receivers as a Stephen Minister. Stephen Ministry helped him find a 
new life after the loss of his wife of 40 years.  
He first came to East Naples United Methodist as a result of the sign on Airport Road - "Live Band - 6 PM - 
Sat night".  As the piano player for his church’s band, he was curious how our Contemporary Service was 
done and he has attended almost every Saturday night since March.  He is very excited about joining the 
Staff at ENUMC in the Stephen Ministry Leadership role and oversight for the Children and Youth Pro-
grams.  He is looking forward to helping invigorate the Stephen Ministry and Visitation program since Ste-
phen Ministry was so helpful to him in changing his life after tragedy.  As an accordion player, Ric does 
music ministry at Heritage Nursing home. He also has performed at Christmas time with the Salvation Ar-
my Kettle Brigade and at AVOW Hospice. 
Ric has two children: Eric who lives in Ft. Lauderdale and Marisa who lives in Rochester, NY.  He has three 
grandchildren and with his companion, Regina, they have a total of 15!   Ric and Regina have traveled ex-
tensively to her homeland, Germany, to see her large family.  
If you would like to get in touch with Ric at the church, you may reach him at extension 208, or by e-mail 
at Care@enaples.org. 



NEW SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY  
BEGINS JULY 9TH 

THE BOOK OF ROMANS 
As with all Paul’s epistles to the churches, his purpose in 
writing was to proclaim the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ by 
teaching doctrine to edify and encourage the believers. The 
Book of Romans is primarily a work of doctrine and can be 
divided into four sections: righteousness needed, 1:18–3:20; 
righteousness provided, 3:21–8:39; righteousness vindicated, 
9:1–11:36; righteousness practiced, 12:1–15:13. Come ex-
plore this important book of the New Testament Sunday 
mornings at 10:05 in Elsey Hall.  Al Micieli 
 
 

Breakfast with Romans! 

10:05 AM, JULY 9TH IN ELSEY HALL 
BEFORE OUR ADULT BIBLE STUDY  

ON THE BOOK OF ROMANS. 
Come enjoy the food and fellowship and                       

stay for this important study on righteousness. 

OUR BEAUTIFUL STAINED GLASS WINDOWS  have been 
installed in the Sanctuary thanks to Al Palmer and his compa-
ny, Gaytee-Palmer Stained Glass. Several of these windows are 
in memory of loved ones and the memorial is etched in the 
glass. Apologies to Walt Whitten and Gordon and Joan Lewis 
for the mistake in Paula’s name—a correction is in the works 
even as you read this. We are so thankful to Al’s dedication to 
this project and this church. Please remember, not all of the 
windows have been paid for and we are keeping the brick 
campaign alive to help complete payment. 

The Book Club is meeting 
on Tuesday, August 15th at 
6:00 p.m.  (No meeting in 
July.) The book we are dis-
cussing is Creed: What 
Christians Believe and 
Why; Exploring the 
Apostles' Creed by Adam 
Hamilton.  “What do I be-
lieve? For Christians and 
for others seeking faith, 
some powerful answers to 
this question are ex-
pressed in the Apostles' 
Creed, a historic statement 
of foundational Christian 
faith.  In this compelling 
book, Adam Hamilton ex-
plores what we believe 
and why."  

Book Club 

Once more,  
 

from Elaine’s pen… 

If anyone took pictures 
at our going away din-
ner we would love to 
have a copy of them. 
Please e-mail them to 

our home e-mail at 
ljtect@aol.com or text 

them to me at 
407.883.0948. 

Thanks everyone...and 
we miss you already! 



Strong Tower 

Worship 

Here are some Facebook  
reviews  of  Strong Tower… 
 

“I had not attended church 
for years and, as a result, 
strayed away from God. 
Attending this service 
brought me back to God!! It 
is a very powerful hour of 
hearing Gods word and 
praising Him!! Thank you 
Pastor Dana!! Thank you 
Strong Tower Praise 
team!!! Thank you God!!! 

-Susan Iles  
 

 

*****Morgan McWilliams gave us 5 
stars on Facebook and *****Susan 
Iles also gave us 5 stars 

 
 

Facebook link... 
https://www.facebook.com/

StrongTowerContemporaryWorship/#   
 

Or just type in           
@StrongTowerContemporaryWorship      

and our page pops right up! 
 

A New Expression of Praise 
Many people who think a contemporary service isn’t for them are pleasantly sur-

prised when they attend one of our services. It doesn't have to be a matter of “I’m 

traditional”  or “I’m contemporary”.  An expression of worship from a heart of 

gratitude and praise can be had in either style. The contemporary form of worship 

is simply a fresh way of lifting your hearts before the Lord and entering into His 

presence. Many of those who attend come for both the Saturday and Sunday 

morning services. So you don’t have to choose, you can enjoy both!  

As a New Expression of praise, the Strong Tower Service might be the catalyst to 

bringing your neighbors, children or grandchildren to church!  Even if you are more 

the traditional service type, your support of the Strong Tower service is vital. So, 

feel free to invite and encourage others to come to the Saturday service as part of 

your own personal ministry outreach.  

How Can the Traditional Support the Contemporary? 

We all know the world is changing and fewer people are attending church than in 

years gone by. But a fresh and new expression of modern style of worship can open 

our church to folks that are not drawn to a traditional setting. The atmosphere is 

one of joy and peace, the style is very relaxed and casual. Our focus is always to 

encourage and uplift people, and to enjoy God’s Presence together. Come and ex-

perience this service for yourself so that you can encourage others to come. Even if 

this isn’t  the service for you, your experience just may help someone you tell about 

it, come to find the Lord, to find peace, or to receive healing in His Presence!                                   

Thank you for your support and for your ministry!  

- Pastor Dana MacMillan 

East Naples UMC’s Saturday Night Contemporary Worship Service — 6pm 

Strong Tower Worship Band  

https://www.facebook.com/StrongTowerContemporaryWorship/
https://www.facebook.com/StrongTowerContemporaryWorship/


Here are some songs to click on that you’ll  
hear at Strong Tower  

 

“King of My Heart” Bethel https://youtu.be/jaxEXZqpRcA  

 “Whom Shall I Fear”  Chris Tomlin https://youtu.be/R0gu0nOaFsI 

“You Are Good” Kari Jobe  https://youtu.be/sZwiW1Fgrp8  

 “Broken Vessels” Hillsong  https://youtu.be/fiyYoe678yI  

Christian Sisters’  

Christian Sisters will meet July 11 at 6pm at the home of Betty 
Hunter in Grey Oaks. Just give her a call at 403-7181 and she will 
give you directions. We are a group of Christian women who meet 
for a meal, fellowship, and study a chosen Christian book with dis-
cussion. Bring a friend!  Remember  we are Christian Sisters not 
necessarily Methodist Sisters. Don't worry about not knowing any-
one. You will find friends when you enter the door. 

CHRISTIAN SISTERS 

Our children will be at Warren Willis Camp 
in Fruitland Park, Florida the week of July 
10-15. Please pray for safe travel for the 
youth and adults going as counselors/
chaperones. This is a wonderful time of 
Christian fellowship, education and just-
plain-fun for the children who attend.  
Our 144 Fund assists with scholarships for 
those who need help with the registration 
fees. Thank you for your help and prayers. 

https://youtu.be/jaxEXZqpRcA
https://youtu.be/R0gu0nOaFsI
https://youtu.be/sZwiW1Fgrp8
https://youtu.be/fiyYoe678yI


You have heard from the members of the SPRC a lot this year, and some of you may be wondering what 
we do.  Here is a summary of specific tasks for our committee: 
 

 Encourage, strengthen, nurture, support, and respect the pastor and staff and their families, including 
advocating for a healthy work/life balance; 

 Promote unity in the church; 
 Confer with the staff on the effectiveness of ministry and impediments to effectiveness, including 

conflict of interest and sexual misconduct; 
 Confer with the staff about the effective use of their gifts, skills, time, and priorities; 
 Conduct annual staff evaluations; 
 Teach the congregation about itineracy, steps into ordained ministry, the value of diversity in staff-

ing, and the ministerial education fund; 
 Write job descriptions for staff; 
 Confer with staff about continuing education and spiritual formation; 
 Confer with the district superintendent about the clergy leadership for the congregation; 
 Recommend staff positions to the church council; 
 Create written personnel policies and sexual misconduct policies for the congregation; 
 Consult on matters of staff support, including housing, vacation, insurance, pension, and other mat-

ters outlined in the Discipline. 
 

Basically, we are the Human Resources of the church.  Please contact us if you have questions about any 
of these things, feel there are additional things we could be doing to better support the staff, have an item 
of concern regarding any staff member, or have an interest in serving on our committee.  The current 
members of the SPRC are the Senior Pastor, Sandy Beaumont, Linda Bryden, Jessica Chronister, 
Ivia Garcia, Carol McElroy, Beth Thompson, Ed Williams, and Paul Yeager.  Feedback any member 
of the committee receives is shared with and addressed by the committee as a whole.  You may also place 
a letter in our mailbox in the workroom in the church office.  We would love to hear from you! 
 

Finally, as we welcome Pastor Jacquie to our congregation, please remember Philippians 4:6-8:   
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is excellent or praiseworthy – think about such 
things. 
 

Grace and peace, 
The Staff Parish Relations Committee 

A Note from the Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 

Raymond Van Deventer 

June 28, 2017 

Service July 16th 

Jeane Velma Thomas 

May 15, 2017 



Thank you so much for responding to our 
need for jewelry. We totaled over $400 in 
sales last Tuesday. We are in need of lin-
ens now—especially towels.  Also, please 
come by the Nook for our Christmas in 
July Sale. The Nook is doing really well, 

and it is all thanks to your donations. As always, thanks to our dedi-
cated volunteers too!!  Carol 

Bargain Nook 

Tues. & Thurs. 

9-1 

Well, we’re into summer now and the choir is taking a little 
break from singing every Sunday. They’ll still be singing on 
the first Sunday of the month throughout the summer though! 
#4HisGlory will be singing on the 9 th, Kim Nicholas on the 16th, 
our youth on the 23rd, and Pastor Dana on July 30th. As always, 
we are truly blessed here at ENUMC to have so many talented 
musicians sharing their gift with us in worship! 
Huge shout out to Duane Poorman on getting the choir room 
painted! It really looks great! I invite you to come back and 
look at it when you get a chance!                              
Brent Nicholas 

Notes from the Music Department 

...we have recordings of the 

month’s sermons on our website?  

Miss a Sunday?...up north and feeling 

the pangs of  “Naples-i-tis”?...want to kill 

a little time? Go to www.enaples.org and 

click on the More tab on the homepage. 

Max Brantner  7/1 
Dudley Chism  7/2 
Angela Conyers  7/2 
Sid Sorenson  7/2 
Kay Stone  7/2 
Laura Golly  7/3 
Kelly Clark  7/5 
Marylou Fadden  7/5 
Dee Osgood  7/5 
Sarah Strickler  7/5 
Joseph Cameron  7/6 
Gene Matthews  7/6 
Marie Dowling  7/7 
Ibis Hodgson  7/7 
Edna Mae Saunders 7/7 
Bob Smith  7/7 
 
 
 
 
 

Brooke Johnston  7/8 
Nan Biddle  7/9 
Joyce Mendelson  7/9 
Marilyn Nelson  7/11 
Madeline Chaney  7/13 
Stephen Holt  7/13 
John Lawson  7/14 
Jamie Spector  7/15 
Lois Teeple  7/15 
Alex Daudert  7/16 
Rea Atwell  7/17 
Shirley Romano  7/17 
Donna Nailor  7/18 
Hayden Brantley  7/21 
Cynthia Speers  7/21 
Thomas Byers  7/23 
 
 
 
 
 

Stanley Lindberg  7/23 
Helen Merchant  7/23 
Angela Shepard  7/23 
Mary Smith  7/23 
Bill White  7/24 
Arthur MacDonald 7/25 
Jessica Cameron  7/26 
Tashema Denson  7/27 
Jerry Nailor  7/27 
Anthony Hodgson 7/28 
Robert Cadenhead 7/29 
Parrish Clark  7/30 
Jeff Pence  7/30 
Ervin Juste  7/31 
Corwin Shields  7/31 



East Naples United Methodist Church 
2701 Airport Road South 
Naples, FL 34112 
239.774.4696 

Those Who Serve at East Naples UMC 

CHURCH OFFICE 239.774.4696    EXT E-MAIL 

Senior Pastor Jacquie Leveron 203 Pastor@enaples.org 

Associate Pastor Dana MacMillan 213 Dana@enaples.org 

Director of Music Brent Nicholas 207 Brent@enaples.org 

Director of Congregational Care  Ric Simmonds 206 Care@enaples.org 

Youth Director Gabriel Cintron 204 Youth@enaples.org 

Children's Program Director Kristin Chisholm 214 Kristin@enaples.org 

The Learning Center Director Michele Micieli 215 TLC@enaples.org 

Bookkeeper Joan Hemelt 208 Bookkeeper@enaples.org 

Office Administrator Liz Comings 205 Liz@enaples.org 

Organist LaVon Mattson   

Facilities Manager Mike Gonalakis   

Nursery Attendant Rebecca Rabe   

Sound Technician Luis  Jordan   

Video Technician Michael Berg   

Sound Technician Jesse Connolly   


