EAST NAPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
JUNE 2017

News, Views &
Gospel Truths
June Calendar
June 4—Pentecost
Wear Red!
11:30 VBS Meeting
June 5
2:00 Grief and Loss Group
June 6
6:00 Book Club—Movie “Risen”
June 10
8:00 Men’s Work Day
9:00 Dress-a-Girl
12:00 Jim & Elaine’s Celebration
June 18
Father’s Day
June 19 — 23
5:30 Vacation Bible School
June 25
Graduate Recognition
and Scholarship Recipients
June 30
6:30 Viewing of “The Shack”

Dear Friends,
Saying good-bye is always difficult. As you probably know by now,
Elaine and I will be moving this year. At the end of June, we will be going to
First United Methodist Church of Zephyrhills, located just north of Tampa, about
a three hour drive from Naples. We will have many great memories of our seven years at ENUMC and will miss you, as well as our daughter Jenni, son-in-law
Albert and granddaughter Penda (have I mentioned that we have a granddaughter named Penda?) who will be remaining here in Naples. Whenever we have
moved from our churches, there have always been some supportive, wellmeaning parishioners who say something to the effect of, “The Methodist system, taking our minister away.” That always makes me smile because if it weren’t for the “Methodist system,” I would never have been at the church to begin
with.
So, I hope we all can appreciate the time we have had together. A lot
has happened over the last seven years: staff has left (most notably the retirement of long time servants Gene Morgan and Howard and Linda Matthews) and
new staff came (our current group is extremely capable and formidable); we
changed worship times, ended a service (8:00 Sundays) and started Strong Tower Contemporary Worship on Saturdays; the Hispanic mission that met at East
Naples for years ended right before we arrived but since we came another one
has started and grown; some missions and ministries have started and some
have ended; new people have come into church and some have left, many who
have gone on to be with the Lord.
So now you need to welcome Reverend Jacquie Leveron to ENUMC. She
will be the first female senior pastor in the history of ENUMC. Elaine and I have
known Jacquie for a number of years. She is a person of great energy with a
commitment to evangelism. I feel sure she will do all she can to fulfill the mission of ENUMC- “To Connect People to Christ Through Love.” Remember that
Elaine and I love you and are so thankful for the love and support that you have
given us.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Jim

Greetings from the Staff Parish Relations Committee!
This year is a time for change! Pastor Jim and Elaine Thomas are being moved to serve another church in Zephyrhills, and their last week in Naples will be June 26th. We are grateful to them for their years of service, and
to recognize them and send them off with love we will host a celebration on Saturday, June 10th from 12
noon - 2 pm in the Fellowship Hall. Lunch will be provided. Come and share in this time to say thank you!
And, as Pastor Jim and Elaine move on, we will welcome Pastor Jacqueline
'Jacquie' Leveron. She comes to us from Sanlando United Methodist Church in
Longwood, FL. She has served the Methodist Church for 27 years, and her spiritual gifts include preaching, leadership, and shepherding. Pastor Jacquie is fluent in
Spanish, and is originally from Cuba. She looks forward to serving our church and
reaching out into the community using fresh expressions of God's love. Her first
Sunday at ENUMC will be July 2nd. If you would like to send a welcome to Pastor
Jacquie, her current address is 622 Samantha Lane, Lake Mary, FL 32746.
The Staff Parish Relations Committee is here if you have any questions or concerns, and we are working to ensure a smooth transition. During this time of
change, it is important to remember that God is the same, yesterday, today, and
always, and that Jesus Christ is the head of the church. Please pray for Pastor Jim and Elaine, Pastor Jacquie,
and our church during this time of change. Please feel free to contact SPRC by putting a letter in the SPRC
box in the workroom in the church office, or by contacting me directly at (239) 784-6702 or by email at
JessChronister@gmail.com.

from Elaine’s pen…
For those who grew up watching the Mickey Mouse Club, you may remember the ending song. Now it’s time
to say good-bye to all our family…with love to all at ENUMC. I am so grateful that I have been a part of this
church. Together, Jim and I have tried to make it a better place to worship and grow together in our faith and
love for each other. Our staff is great and we are leaving Jacquie with a cracker jack group to help her in the
transition. The Hospitality Committee has planned many wonderful events for the coming year. Sunday School
is going well and will kick back up with even more offerings in the fall. This is in the capable hands of Pastor
Dana. Our children and youth have great leaders and I love seeing all the kids participating in church. BUT, the
first thing I said when we got here still rings true. God has ENUMC right where it is to be a beacon of light to
this corner of East Naples. I hope that the church continues to find ways to reach
out to the homeless, those in recovery, the jail, our children in the local schools as
well as our own preschool. Our work is not done! I want to thank you for supPlease make me
porting me in my ministry as a deacon. You have been open and welcoming to
proud by welcoming
this and I trust that you will continue to be open and welcoming to Pastor
Jacquie. Jim and I have known her for many years. She is dynamic and brings her and supporting
needed gifts and graces to our church. Please make me proud by welcoming her
her as you have
and supporting her as you have supported me. There are so many special memosupported me.
ries that I will hold dear and, of course, I will hold the people who make up the
church in my thoughts and prayers. Thank you for a great 7 years. Come see us!
Our new address is: 38904 5th Avenue
Zephyrhills, FL 33542
407.883.0947 (Jim)
407.883.0948 (Elaine)

The Youth and Nothin’ But the Youth
This month in the Youth group we are starting up band practice. Won’t be long until the
teens are leading worship. We’re going through a series entitled Mind Games. It is all about
how we process things from the inside out. The intergenerational service was great. Being
it was at the end of the season, it was a great soft start to many more to come. We had a
Youth Lock-In and Carwash in May. Next month we will be going through a series entitled
Prayer Life.
Gabe

VBS Supply Donations:

VBS: June 19—23
from 5:30-8pm

We are looking for donations of the
following supplies:

(A light dinner will be provided.)
Deep Sea Discovery:
“God is with me wherever I go!”
Registration is open for kids PreK—5th grade
and forms can be found on our website at
enaples.org or in the church office. VBS Volunteers needed! We need more youth and
adult volunteers to help make VBS a success.
Please contact Kris Chisholm if you are able to
help out.
Contact info for Kristin Chisholm: 239.774.4696
or email her at Kristin@enaples.org



blue plastic rectangular table cloths



foam pool noodles



green streamers—light & dark green



clear shower caps



glue sticks



tissue paper



blue shower curtains or blue sheets



blue, green or gray tarps



decorative fish nets

9:00 am
on Sunday
mornings
June, July,
and August

6:00 pm
Saturdays
Jesus said, "And you will know the TRUTH
and the TRUTH will set you free" (John 8:32
NLT). Yet each day many of us struggle to become free from beliefs that lead to feelings of
fear, hopelessness, powerlessness, rejection,
shame, invalidation and confusion. And it is
out of those feelings we often make choices
leading to behaviors that can destroy our confidence, and threaten our health, our jobs and
our relationships. Truth&Grace Ministries
offers healing from emotional pain through a
process of spiritual counsel, prayer and discipleship, utilizing Biblical principles. It is the
goal of Truth&Grace Ministries to advocate
the way to freedom from emotional pain and
the ability to walk more confidently in who
God has created us to be.

You’ve heard about or
read the book—
now come, see the movie!

The Shack
Wear Red

Friday, June 30
at 6:00pm

for

in Elsey Hall

Pentecost, June 4

Popcorn included!

Scholarship Update
Please join us in church on Sunday, June 25th at
9:00am when we celebrate and recognize our 2017
scholarship recipients:

Tristan Ahlquist
Lincy Antoine
Gabriel Cintron
Michael Jarosz
Lizzy Moxam

Maggie Moxam
Zuri Moxam

DIRECTORY UPDATE
Lifetouch Directory has our roster
information and will be sending a
proof within two weeks. We will
distribute the directories to those
who had their pictures made as soon
as we receive them. They will be
sent to any Snow Angels who had a
portrait taken. Thank you for your
patience.

Orlando Ramirez

They saw what seemed to be tongues of
fire that separated and came to rest on
each of them. All of them were filled with
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
Acts 2:3-4

Update on Cuba

The Mission Emphasis for June is New
Beginnings The New Beginnings fund
provides Justin’s Place Men’s Recovery
Program and the Collier County Jail with
Bibles, Journals and Devotionals. The
Justin's Place Men have expressed much
heartfelt gratitude to ENUMC for their
generous donations of Bibles and Books
through our "New Beginnings" mission
fund. Each of the men receives a gift
bag containing a Life Recovery Bible, a
Jesus Calling Devotional Book, and a
Scripture based prayer journal, to assist
them in their recovery and discipleship
process. Many of them are new Christians and these resources become prized
possessions for them as they are eager to
know more about their new identity in
Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:17), and
as they work toward being 'transformed
by the renewing of their minds' (Romans
12:2). We were recently able to purchase
50 English and 50 Spanish Bibles for the
Collier County Jail. Chaplain Donna
Hausler said “Wow, thank you! These
bibles will be such a blessing. We surely
do appreciate the ministry of ENUMC at
the jail. Pastor Jim is such a faithful
servant here, and the books/bibles you
provide bring God's comfort to "the least
of these". This is a growing ministry of
ENUMC. Please continue to help us
spread God’s word to those in our neighborhood and the world.
Kris Clemmensen

For Your Support Of Our
Mission Projects!

Kris Clemmensen’s
Mission trip to Cuba
is June 12-20. We
have collected over
$1400 to be taken
to Cuba for support
of Canamazo Methodist Church. From this
money the Mission Committee has already
purchased the six pack of replacement filters for the water filtration system ($320) at
our sister church. There is a collection list
and box in the Narthex for needed items
Kris would like to take to Cuba, including
over the counter medicines, vitamins, hygiene items, bicycle lights, flashlights and
batteries, etc. Thank you so much for your
continued support of our sister church and
the growing Methodist Church in Cuba. For
more
information
check
out
www.christforcuba.com.

Pastor Isel and
Udene Torres at
the Cuba
Presentation
on May 19.
On May 19 Pastor Isel, the District Superindent
of the Holguin Norte area in Cuba, presented a
wonderful talk about life and the Methodist
Church in Cuba. There were about 35 people in
attendance with Udene Torres acting as translator. It was a fun and educational evening.
Thanks to those who attended and if you missed
it – Kris Clemmensen will share highlights of
her June Mission Trip to Cuba with the congregation sometime in July. Look for more information in other parts of the newsletter about
how you can help!

Groups, Clubs, Meetings…& Get Togethers!
Experiencing Loss
A Group Meeting for Those Managing Grief and Loss
Loss comes in many forms. We can experience loss of health, loss of independence, loss of comfort, home or job, and of course, loss of loved ones. If
you are experiencing loss in any form, this group is here for you. Being able
to express your loss is the key to release of grief and help in healing.
A group will be starting Monday, June 5th at 2pm in the Chapel.

Our June Christian Sisters’ Meeting will be held on
the second Tuesday in June, June 13, 2017, at
6:00. We will meet at Betty Hunter’s home, as always, in Grey Oaks off Airport Road. You can call
Betty at 403-7181 and let her know you can attend. Just pull up to the guard gate and ask for
directions to her home and you will be there in a
minute. Don’t worry about not knowing anyone, You will have friends the moment you step in
the door and with a carry in dish, dinner will be
waiting for you soon after your arrival. We will be
studying the third chapter of Adam Hamilton’s
book, HALF TRUTHS. This month the chapter is on
God Won’t Give You More Than You Can Handle. Hmmmmm Half Truth? What is the rest of
the story? We have a lot of discussion!!!! Oh yes,
and we have extra books just for you. This is the
first year our group will be meeting through the
summer and we know God wants us to be a yearround church. Please come join us. Ruth Cunningham

Book Club—But Not Really!

We’re changing things up for the month of
June. We will be viewing and discussing the
movie Risen. Risen is the epic Biblical story of
the Resurrection as told through the eyes of a
non-believer. Clavius, a powerful Roman military tribune and his aide, Lucius, are tasked
with solving the mystery of what happened
to Jesus in the weeks following the crucifixion in order to disprove the rumors of a risen
Messiah and prevent an uprising in Jerusalem.
Join us for an evening
of fellowship. We will
meet Tuesday, June 6th
at 6:00 p.m.
in Elsey Hall.

Christian Sisters
NEXT DRESS-A-GIRL GET-TOGETHER!
The Mission Committee’s Dress-a-Girl project is a wonderful, heart- We currently have about
warming chance to make a difference in young girls’ lives. Join us on 75 completed dresses and
Saturday, June 10, from 9:00 to 12:00 in Elsey Hall. Whether you sew
we are arranging for
or not, please come! We especially need donations of Children’s TPastor Max Pierre
Shirts, sizes Small and Medium. Call Joan Hemelt, if you have any
to take these to Haiti
questions: 239-774-5367
this summer.

Interest Committees
Have you ever wondered where you might fit in? You would like to get more involved but
don’t want to commit to a 3 year term like on the leadership committees BUT you would
like to try some areas of interest. Well, let me share some areas with you.
If you are interested in financial issues you could try out one of these: The SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE reads applications from our students and determines monetary scholarships. The ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE considers requests for monies
from our Endowment funds. The INVESTMENT COMMITTEE makes recommendations to the Finance Committee.
If you are interested in missions, you might consider one of these: The MISSIONS COMMITTEE determines what local, national and international missions ENUMC
will support. If you like to do crafts, you might join the CRAFTY LADIES who make
crafts to sell with the proceeds going to missions. DRESS A GIRL is a group who
make dresses for girls in 3rd word countries. You do not have to be able to sew to be
a part of this group.
If you are interested in fellowship and community, you might try: The MEN’S BREAKFAST meets on the second Thursday of the month at Perkins at 7am. A LADIES’
GROUP meets every Tuesday morning at Cracker Barrel at 8:45am. CHRISTIAN
SISTERS meet on the second Tuesday evening at 6pm with a covered dish dinner, fellowship and study. If you like planning activities at the church, the HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE might be for you, but if you are a snow angel, the SNOW ANGEL COMMITTEE might interest you. COFFEE IN THE GAZEBO is another area
where you could try out serving.
If congregational care is your interest, you might try one of these: the VISITATION
COMMITTEE meets monthly and then visits during the rest of the month.
BEREAVEMENT provides the reception after a Memorial Service. The MEN’S
GROUP also meets every other month for a work day at the church or at
someone’s home.
If education is your area: The EDUCATION COMMITTEE helps make decisions about
the Christian Education of our congregation as well as related areas of interest and
concern. There are also places you might serve in terms of teaching or helping with
children’s church or youth.
If Christian Discipleship is your interest, you could plug into the BOOK CLUB which
reads a book and discusses it. There is also a Tuesday morning and a Wednesday
evening BIBLE STUDY. A PRAYER GROUP also meets on Wednesday evening.
Finally, if worship is your passion, the WORSHIP COMMITTEE makes decisions about
worship, special days in the church, and things needed for worship. The CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP TEAM also meets to help with decisions about this service.
The ALTAR GUILD helps prepare and serve Communion. There is also the BELL
CHOIR and CHANCEL CHOIR. You might also find your niche by USHERING,
GREETING or serving at the WELCOME DESK.
There are lots of areas where you might feel at home serving. We would love to have you
be a part. For more information, contact the church office.
Elaine Thomas

Christine Hoyt
Donald Layser
Aggie Tappen
Houston Thompson
Anne Brennan
Lillian Dehm
Rosie Hall
Carolyn Ivins
Roberta Hammond
Connie Landis
Josue Legra Sr.
Pauline Stanley
Cletus Reeves
Ruth Thiel
June Collins
Kathy Luark
Jean Barrineau
Lori De Jarnette

6/2
6/3
6/3
6/4
6/5
6/5
6/5
6/5
6/6
6/8
6/9
6/9
6/10
6/11
6/13
6/13
6/14
6/14

Notes from the Music Department

Judy Smith
Dan Donaldson
Hazel Garofano
Jack Mellon
Jeniferlyn Tea
Nicole Daudert
Maxine Schaefer
Carol Crislip
George Chaney
Walter Whitten
Joyce Wickelgren
Cathy Wilson
Rae Brown
Velma Ressler
Jeannie Means
Charleigh Clemmensen
Bette Knapp
Beth Milliren

6/14
6/15
6/15
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/16
6/17
6/20
6/20
6/21
6/23
6/25
6/25
6/26
6/27
6/28
6/30

Rest in Peace
Donald Coates
May 16, 2017

Jeff Good
May 17, 2017

The past couple of months

have been a flurry of
activity. The ENUMC Concert Series wrapped up with a wonderful concert by Voices of Naples.
Thanks to everyone that made this season a huge success!
The Concert Series has already met and started planning
for next year’s musical season. Some new and exciting
things are coming! We can’t wait to present next season to
you once our schedule is set!

Things are starting to settle now that Easter and Holy Week
are over and our snow choir angels have headed back
north. We’re a little smaller now, but still a great group! If you’d like to join us, we practice on
Wednesday evenings at 7 in the choir room. We’d love to see you!!!
The summer is shaping up with the chancel choir singing the first Sunday of each month— solos, and
small groups during the other Sundays. Ivy will be singing on the the11 th and Clay on the 18th. On
June 25th, the kids from VBS will be singing songs from their week at Vacation Bible School – don’t
miss it!!!
Brent Nicholas
Director of Music

East Naples United Methodist Church
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Those Who Serve at East Naples UMC
CHURCH OFFICE
Pastor

239.774.4696
Jim Thomas

EXT
203

E-MAIL
Jim@enaples.org

Associate Pastor

Dana MacMillan

213

Dana@enaples.org

Director of Music
Director of Christian Education
Youth Director
Children's Program Director
The Learning Center Director
Bookkeeper
Office Administrator
Organist
Facilities Manager
Nursery Attendant
Sound Technician
Video Technician
Sound Technician

Brent Nicholas
Elaine Thomas
Gabriel Cintron
Kristin Chisholm
Michele Micieli
Joan Hemelt
Liz Comings
LaVon Mattson
Mike Gonalakis
Rebecca Rabe
Luis Jordan
Michael Berg
Jesse Connolly

207
206
204
214
215
208
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Brent@enaples.org
Elaine@enaples.org
Youth@enaples.org
Kristin@enaples.org
TLC@enaples.org
Bookkeeper@enaples.org
Liz@enaples.org

