
News, Views &  

EAST NAPLES UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

MAY 2017 

May Calendar 

May 5 
Happy Cinco de Mayo 

 
May 7 

Being Mortal Video Screening  
and Covered Dish 

 
May 16 

Law Enforcement Officer 
Annual Memorial Service 

 
May 19 

Combined Naples Hispanic 
Mission & ENUMC  

Covered Dish and Speaker 
 

May 25 
Ascension Day 

The Learning Center  
VPK Graduation 

 
May 29 

Memorial Day Observed 
Office Closed 

Gospel Truths 
Dear Friends in Faith,  

 

We certainly had a wonderful Easter here at East Naples UMC.  

What a great week!  Soup for the Soul on Wednesday, then the 

Maundy Thursday service followed by the ecumenical Good      

Friday service with Mayflower Congregational UCC, Shepherd of 

the Glades Lutheran, and Lely Presbyterian (many thanks to all 

the musicians and pastors involved and to all who attended); on 

Saturday an Easter Celebration for children with games, activi-

ties, and an Easter Egg Hunt; and then the Saturday night and 

Sunday services with some outstanding music.  Praise the Lord! 

What a blessing. 

We move into May looking to a special event with our Hispanic 

brothers and sisters in Christ.  On Friday evening, May 19, we will 

have a covered dish supper in Fellowship Hall along with Iglesia 

Conexion (the Naples Hispanic Mission that meets on Sunday 

mornings in our Fellowship Hall).  The supper will be at 6:00 p.m. 

followed by a chance to hear Reverend Isel Acanda, the District 

Superintendent of the Holguin Norte District in Cuba.  That is the 

district where the sister church of East Naples UMC, Canamazo 

Methodist, is located.  Reverend Isel and his wife Lisy are visiting 

the United States in May and Dan Christopherson, the Southwest 

District Cuba Coordinator, has arranged for them to come and 

share with us.  Rev. Orlando Ramirez, the pastor of Iglesia Conex-

ion and the Hispanic ministry here at East Naples UMC, and I are 

very excited to have this unity event here at our church.  Please 

put it on your calendars and be here for a special evening on   

May 19. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Jim 



SURPRISE! WE ARE ALL MORTAL! 
I am excited to share an 

opportunity with you! On 

May 7th, fix a salad 

covered dish to share with 

others and come out for a 

viewing and discussion of 

Being Mortal, a book by 

surgeon Atul Gawande. We 

will eat in Elsey Hall after 

the 11:15 service and then 

watch the movie. A 

discussion will follow led 

by Mark Beland from 

Avow. This is sponsored by 

the Stephen Ministry team 

who read the book and loved 

it. This book, which remained 

on the NY Times Best Seller 

list for months, discusses end 

of life issues and how we fail 

to address them well in our 

culture. Here is a brief 

review: 

Renowned surgeon Atul 

Gawande teams with 

FRONTLINE to challenge us 

all to reexamine how we 

think about death and dying. 

This film also explores the 

burgeoning art and science of 

Renowned 

surgeon  

Atul Gawande 

teams with 

FRONTLINE to 

challenge us all to 

reexamine how we 

think about death 

and dying. 

palliative care and the ways 

in which having a 

conversation around the 

question “What are your 

priorities if your time is 

limited?” can empower 

patients to live their lives 

fully, all the way to the very 

end. 

The ultimate goal is not a 

good death but a good life – 

all the way to the very end. 

So come out and see this 

thought provoking film. 

        Elaine Thomas  

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

Maundy Thursday service was such a special time to take in all of the emotional aspects of the passion sto-

ry. Special thanks to the choir who sang selections from “The Tapestry of Darkness” comparing the events 

of Jesus' final hours to an ever darkening tapestry. On Good Friday, we had an ecumenical service and love-

ly special music provided by Pastor Dana MacMillan, Tony and Michelle Falco from Mayflower UCC, and Dr. 

Taylor  Ferranti and the Lely Presbyterian Choir.  Easter was extra special this year – we were joined by a 

brass players accompanying us in the worship services.   

The ENUMC Ringers has a new name!!! - Jubilate (pronounced you-bee-lah-tay) 

The original meaning of jubilate was "make a joyful noise," from the Latin 

root jubilare, which means “to shout for joy.” Jubilate will be playing the first  

Sunday of May followed by Luis Jordan, Flautist Jose Cordero, Clayton Brown, 

our youth, Gabriel Cintron, and of course our wonderful choir providing special 

music this month.  We really are very fortunate to have so many talented    

people to share their music with us.  

      

Brent Nicholas 

Director of Music 
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CHRISTIAN SISTERS 

Our May Christian Sister’s meeting will be 

held on Tuesday, May 9, at the home of   

Betty Hunter in Grey Oaks off Airport Road 

beginning at 6:00.  Please call Betty 

(403.7181) to let her know you will attend.  

She will give you directions to her house 

and we also have car pools leaving from the 

church.  We are studying the Adam Hamil-

ton book Half Truths and this week will 

cover chapter 2.  We have extra books so 

just come join our group.  We begin with 

Christian fellowship, a dinner (covered 

dish), and our lesson from the book accom-

panied by a short video.  Hope to see you 

there.            Ruth Cunningham 

JOY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

Usually around this time of year the Joy Women’s Bible Study takes a hiatus for the 

summer.  This year, however, we will continue to meet Mondays at 10:00 am in Elsey 

Hall — and all women are invited to join us.  We will be delving into the book of  

Proverbs.  Just bring your Bible — no books to purchase. Come as you are able with 

the desire to pray, study and share. Questions? Call Pat Poorman at 877.4839.  

Experiencing Loss 
A Group Meeting for Those Managing Grief and Loss 

Loss comes in many forms. We can experience loss of health, loss of inde-
pendence, loss of comfort, home or job, and of course, loss of loved ones. If 
you are experiencing loss in any form, this group is here for you. Being able 
to express your loss is the key to release of grief and help in healing.  

A group will be starting Monday, June 5th at 2pm in the Chapel. 
For more information call the church office and speak with Pastor Dana. 

CALLING ALL MEN… 

 WORKING AND RETIRED 

We now have a Men’s Breakfast the 

second Thursday of each month 7am at 

Perkins Restaurant (East Trail). Work-

ing men can start their day with fellow-

ship and still make it to work on time. 

Retired folk can linger over coffee. 

Check it out!  May 11th @ 7am!                

DIRECTORY UPDATE 

There has been a delay in the printing of 

the Lifetouch Directory in order to make 

the necessary changes in the church data-

base for optimal accuracy.  Thank you for 

your patience. 



God’s grace is in direct contradiction to any world system of judgment. It is outrageous 
in worldly standards. It is simply based on his love for us; his unmerited favor; something 
we could never earn or qualify for. We can’t earn it. We don’t deserve it. And it comes only 
by way of Jesus’ dying for us on the cross. Now, just how outrageous God’s grace is for us is 
summed up in 2 Cor. 5: 21. The Message Bible says it like this:  “God put the wrong on him 
(on Christ) who never did anything wrong, so we could be put right with God.”  Now I think 
that is outrageous grace! He didn’t deserve it. He had never sinned even though he’d 
been tempted with everything we’re tempted with. Jesus willingly went to the cross even 
though he didn’t have to, but it pleased the Father and because he loved us so much, he 
died for us. The suffering was above and beyond. The worst kind of death to be had; ex-
tremely painful and barbaric way to die. Yet, there were no limits to his grace. Jesus’ work 
to save us, redeem us, and make us right with God was completed at the cross when he 
said, “It is Finished”, and surrendered his spirit to the Father. We had nothing to do with 
that and never will have; it was all His doing. We are saved by this outrageous act of grace 
that was finished at the cross, and applies to those of us who believe in him for all eternity. 
Now, that is outrageous grace!  

 

 Outrageous Grace! Pastor Dana MacMillan, MA, M.Div. 

 
 

Strong Tower Praise    

6Pm Saturday  

Click on the links below to  

hear some of the songs the  

Strong Tower  

Praise Band 

is playing. 

 
    
   “My Redeemer Lives”   Hillsong   
   http://youtu.be/bj_BvlYFyEg 
 
 “Jesus Lover of My Soul” Darlene Zschech    
  http://youtu.be/mff8_hwgWy4 
 
 “Pursue" Hillsong Worship  
 https://youtu.be/hNhqdKbTFp4 
 
  "None But Jesus” Hillsong    
  https://youtu.be/R9qoqQ75ifs 
 
 “Oh Come to the Altar” Elevation Worship  
 https://youtu.be/rYQ5yXCc_CA 

 

dana@enaples.org 

http://youtu.be/bj_BvlYFyEg
http://youtu.be/mff8_hwgWy4
https://youtu.be/hNhqdKbTFp4
https://youtu.be/R9qoqQ75ifs
https://youtu.be/rYQ5yXCc_CA


Children & Youth Notes... 
From the heart... 
Thank you, thank you, thank you for your support, your 
prayers, and your donations during our 144 Fundraising 
Campaign!  You raised over $9,042 towards our goal of 
$10,331—and we still have one week left to go in this 
huge push to help the children, youth, and Christian 
Education Programs of ENUMC.   God bless, and thanks 
again! 

Thank you to everyone who made the Easter Celebration a 

success!  We had over 100 people enjoying the crafts, games, food, 

face painting, bounce house, balloon creations and most important-

ly the Easter egg hunt.  I also want to thank all the volunteers who 

helped stuff eggs on Palm Sunday and helped out in some capacity 

the day of the event.  The youth and adults at this church are 

truly amazing! 

We have so many exciting things coming here at Next Chapter Youth Ministry. Our music program is about to 
launch with the kids actually performing and leading worship Sunday nights. It has been a while of preparation but I 
believe that is paying off. I can’t wait for you to see the youth step up and lead in a bigger way than ever before! 

By now you know my heart is to see the church connected throughout the generations. I believe we encourage 
one another. It does the teens hearts good to know they have a support system throughout 
the church. Some of the youth are in need of extended family and I know you are that to 
them. Looking into the future I see how our connectedness will impact all of your lives. I see 
honorary grandparents coming out to graduations. I see those teens without parents sitting 
down to dinner with you and feeling welcomed, accepted, and a part of your family.  

One of the exciting developments is going to be our internship program. We have 
two youth stepping up, who feel called into the ministry, who will get to train to do what I do. 
They will see the preparation, the relationships, the hard work, and share in the fun. Pray for 
this youth ministry as it is beginning to grow and take on new opportunities to help lead the church into the future. 

I love this congregation! That means you, yeah you. You are generous, considerate, helpful, and encouraging. 
Thank you for standing behind this ministry. Thank you for what you’ve been doing and a big thanks in advance for 
what you’re going to do! With God all things are possible. Let’s make this youth program a success together! 
P.S. If you are interested in coming to sit in for a youth service give me a call: 239-362-5361, stop me at church when 
you see me, or write me an email: Youth@enaples.org.                            Gabe Cintron 

YOUTH + MATURE ADULTS = CONNECTION 

...my heart is to 

see the church 

connected 

throughout the 

mailto:Youth@enaples.org


The Mission Emphasis for May is 
Missionary Support both locally and globally.  

We will be handing out our red cups and Helper In Mission 
calendars on Sunday, April 30.   We hope that you will help 
us support missionaries from our congregation and around 
the world by participating in this project.  These include our 
friends in North Africa and Allison Foster 
with the Jesus Film Project, Rachel Micke in 
South Africa, Dick and Kay Stone with 

STORM Racing ministry and others.  Each day as you look at your calendar remember 
how blessed you are and pray for those who don’t have or don’t know God and those 
who are serving as God’s hands and feet in other parts of the world.  Please bring 
your money filled container with you to worship on May 28 or June 4 or write a 
check for the amount.  If you decide not to participate in this exercise, please write a 
check for $43.90 or whatever you can give and mark it Missionary Support and place 
it in the offering plate on or before June 4.  THANK YOU!                     Kris  Clemmensen 

PROJECT H.I.M. 

(Helpers In Mission) 

Mother’s Day Special Offering – We will be collecting 
a one day offering for the mothers at Sunlight Home.  
Sunlight Home was founded more than 20 years ago to empower 
pregnant women and teens to break the cycle of poverty and 
abuse.  Their long-term residential program, the only one of its 
kind in Collier County, affords hope and a bright future for “at 
risk” women, teens and their babies.  Sunlight Home’s greatest 
mission is to help each mother understand that their unborn babies and their children are a precious 
gift from God.  Sunlight Home residents receive medical care, counseling, parenting classes and adop-
tion information.  They depend on donations from individuals and churches. Every monetary donation 
goes directly to the running of the home.  Check out their website at www.sunlighthome.org 

CUBA WISH LIST 
 Adult & children’s vitamins 
 Vitamin B6 
 Diaper rash medication 
 Toothbrushes 
 Bar soap 
 Reading glasses 2.0 or higher 

 Adult & children’s allergy  
      medicine or pain relievers 
 Fish oil 
 Hydrocortisone cream 
 Tooth paste 
 Disposable razors 

 Bicycle lights 
 Neosporin cream 
 Deodorant 
 Feminine hygiene products 
 Flashlights with extra batteries 
 

ALL over the counter medications must have an expiration date of July 2018 or later. I am looking for two 

laptops with a word processing program that could be donated.  All personal information would be wiped 

clean. These will be used by pastors still in seminary.         Kris Clemmensen 

http://www.sunlighthome.org


Rest in Peace 
James Bingham 
February 24, 2017 

Norma Lees-Davis 5/1 

Karen Rae  5/1 

James Daudert  5/3 

Ron Roberts  5/3 

Janet Carlisle  5/4 

Carose Theresias 5/4 

Jaelle Juste  5/6 

Leslie H. Neely  5/7 

Dianne Pisani  5/7 

Ruth Cunningham 5/8 

Kay Stone  5/9 

Lorna Lawhun  5/10 

Denise Marvin  5/11 

Joislyn Gonzalez 5/12 

Andrea Dasari  5/13 

Lizmadai Moxam 5/14 

Janice Pyle  5/14 

Audrey Hanson  5/15 

 

John Vaughn  5/15 

Ivonne Carlson  5/18 

Helene Mc Peak 5/18 

Ivy Nebus  5/19 

Damari Fernandez 5/21 

Jane Hofstra  5/22 

Arnold Ludwig  5/22 

Jan Myers  5/22 

Phyllis Mc Graw  5/23 

Daniel Falcon Jr. 5/24 

Irene Loewer  5/24 

Sharyn Barber  5/25 

Marjorie Umbarger 5/25 

Nery Anderson  5/26 

Ann Eberle  5/27 

David Marvin  5/27 

Jeanne Campbell 5/28 

Ad Hardy  5/28 

Fern Kennedy  5/28 

Lola Moore  5/28 

Cheryl Conyers  5/29 

Jeanette Lindberg 5/29 

Dwight Mc Graw 5/30 

Beth Thompson  5/30 

The Office Will be Closed the 29th for Memorial Day. 

PSA FROM EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, COLLIER COUNTY    As the hurricane season approaches, 

now is the time to plan ahead. If you know of any high-risk family members or congregants that may 

need assistance before, during, or after a storm/disaster, please discuss the potential of registering 

those individuals for the Special Needs Shelter (SpNS). The SpNS is for persons who have a medical or 

physical need that may require professional assistance during an evacuation and sheltering situation. 

Resources are also available for transportation if individuals need a ride, but it is imperative to regis-

ter early. For registration information, contact Taylor Davis of Emergency Management at 679 -

252-3624, or visit the website at collierem.org for an application. For those congregants who do not 

have computer access at home, please contact the church office to receive a paper application.  

From me to you… 

To my church family, 
Saying thank you is never enough. I 
truly love my church family — each 
and every one of you! Your prayers 
made my recovery a lot easier. 
        In Christ, Beth Milliren 



VBS: June 19—23               
  from 5:30-8pm 

(A light dinner will be provided.) 
 

Deep Sea Discovery:  
“God is with me wherever I go!”  

 
 

Registration is open for the event and forms 
can be found on our website at enaples.org or 
in the church office.   VBS Volunteers needed!  

We need adult volunteers to help make VBS a 

success.  Please contact Kris Chisholm if you 
are able to help out. 

 
 
Contact info for Kristin Chisholm: 239.774.4696 
or email her at Kristin@enaples.org 

VBS Supply Donations: 
We are looking for donations of the     

following supplies: 
 
 blue plastic rectangular table cloths 
 foam pool noodles 
 green streamers—light & dark green 
 clear shower caps 
 glue sticks 
 tissue paper 
 blue shower curtains or blue sheets 
 blue, green or gray Tarps 
 decorative fish nets 
 
 

East Naples United Methodist Church 
2701 Airport Road South 

Naples, FL 34112 
(239) 774-4696 

enaples.org 

mailto:Kristin@enaples.org

